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GOSSIP'S 5TORY. 

AND 

LEGENDARY TALE. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

An important incident , announced in pretty 

language. 

Jl5uT while the fair Nymph thus 
continued to hang her virgin offerings on 
the ihrine of friendfhip, Mr. Cleraiont 
acknowledged himfelf fubdued by th^ 
irrefiftible force of a fuperior divinity. 
His heart was naturally fufceptible of the 
power of beauty, and his youthful imagi- 
nation, unreftrained by experience^ ancj 
unfubdued by time, annexed to the loyely 
form of Marianne Dudley, every idea 
of ' perfeft, fair, and good / all the 
images of excellence that 

vox, II, B ' <« Fabk 
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" Fable ever feign'd, 
" Or youthful poets fancy when they love.*' 

He perceived through the clear tranf- 
parency of her cx^uifite complexion, 
a mind unclouded by any Ihadc of error, 
and radiated by all the fplendor of grace 
and virtue : and in the fwimming luftre 
of her azure eyes he Hdt inaccurately 
read the foft emotions of a melting foul. 
Bid ten thoufand worlds ptefcht fcqual 
attraftions to that c^ calling fuch an 
angel his ? I am confident every lover 
tinder tWehty will anfwef — h6. 

To aceelerate the conqueft df his heart, 
Ibve was increafcd by difBeuIty, Her 
If jeftibn of Mr, Peiham was a convincing 
proof that (he Was not eafily won ; and 
though the fmite, which beamed in her 
ibvcly fece at his apprdach, might have 
told Wm he was a Wekbtite gueft, he had 
tbb high an idea of her perfections, to 
fuppdfc they would ^be the reward' of his 
vows. But ftiould the gbddefs be pro- 
pitious, might not parental authority 

inter- 
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interfere ? This, though a probable^ 
was only a fccondary terror j for fuppofii^g 
bimfeif bleflfed with her favour^ he fdt 
difpoled to brave the frowns of fortune 
and of fate. 

Mifs Ehidley had declined any family 
intercouffe till her father's return 5 but 
Mr. Ckrmont always found excufes for 
another caH. Sometimes he apprehended 
one of the l^ies had a flight cold, and 
dieil civility required that he fhouldmake 
enquiries after her health. Again, Marl-- 
anne exprefled a wifti that flbe could get 
a Canary-bird, and the attentive lovef 
had it in his power to prefent her with 
a charming little fongftet; another day, 
fhe was hardly miftrefs of a favourite 
piece of mufick, and, Mr. <Slermont was 
fo 'happy in his manner of tearhing, that 
file lekfned much more from his inftruc- 
tions than the lefibns of her mafter. 
Then dn ftarting a literary topick, Ihc 
hati not read an author whith he com- 
mehdied, and fortunately haying the book 
^ home> he infHled upon bringing it 

8 2 next 
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next day. .Thus ever rcftlefs but when 
in her company, he repeated' his vifits,- 
ga2?ed upon her charms,- magnified her' 
pcrfcftiohs, and df ained, even to its dregs, ^ 
the intoxicating cup of love. 

Such an admirer, or to fpeak with more 
precifion an adorer^ was too much adapted [ 
to Marianne's tafte to be viewed with 
real indifference. But the paffion, which 
in Mr. Clermont's heart flamed with 
ardour, and fpoke with animation; ia 
the fofter charafter of Marianne aflumed 
the form of gentle melancholy. Louifa . 
perceived with pain the change in her 
lifter's manner, and eafily divined the 
caufe. The behaviour of Mr. Clermont 
was too marked to allow her to doubt of 
his fentimenls j yet flie prudently wilhed. 
that her fitter might not beftow her whole' 
heart, till certain that no obftacles would 
arife to make her regrk its lofs. 

The frequent vifits of Mr. Clermont 
during her father's abfence, gave Mifs 
Dudley the more concern, as flie knew 
not how to decline them. She endea- 

voured 
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voured to engage her fifter in fociety, 
but Marianne's rcludance to quit her be- 
loved folitude was invincible. At laft, 
ftic fucccedcd fo far as to prevail upon her 
to take a tour, for a few days, amongft 
the beautiful fcehery with which they were 
furrounded ; but hardly had' they pro- 
ceeded to the end of the firft ftage, when 
Mr. Clermont and his fifter overtook 
them, who, as he thought, very fortu- 
nately, had juft fct out upon exaftly the 
fame route. How was Louifa to efcape 
this new embarraffment* Even the frudent 
Marianne thought they could not decline 
his propofal of joining their party, with- 
.out evident rudenefs. 

As no vigilance could now guard 
againft repeated interviews, Mifs Dudley 
felt herfelf obliged to commit her fifter 
to the guard of her own circumfpedlion. 
Frequent converfations amongft the 
delightful objefts which nature prefented 
to their view, fo forcibly encreafed Mr. 
Clermont's enthufiafm, that he no longer 
brooked the reftraint of filencc. He 

B 3 fcized 
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ieizcd an opportunity of addrcffing 
his charmer, as he was coudufting 
her along a woodknd dell, at a Uttle 
diftance from the reft of the party. With 
all the glowing colouring of romantick 
tendernefs, with all the impaffioned elo^ 
quence of youthfol impetuofity, he com*- 
municated the fecrct of 'his heart. His 
blufhing miftrefs liftcned in filent confu- 
fion, her complacency at feeing her owa 
idea of a lover realized, was abated only 
by recoUcding, that flie " was fworn^ 
never to think of love.*' Being pre^d 

for an anfwer^ fhc with fome hefitation 
mentioned her determined preference of a 
finrie life ; but intermixed this declaration 
with fo much cfteem for Mr. Clermont, 
und fo much pity for his. mifery, that 
though fhe doubtlels intended to blaft all 
his hopes, fh^ did not aftually reduce him 
to dcfpair. He implored her forgive- 
nefs : it was readily granted ; be then 
intreated he might preferve the tender 
regard, the enchanting confidence with 
which he h^d been favoured. To thi$ 

the 
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An lady zBkntcd^ on cbndkian of hisnerer 
naming the word love -, he ia reply pror- 
mifed to confine his unhappy paffion if 
fqffibk to his own boibm^ and thus the 
quondam lovers became oftenfible friends*. 
The reft of the tour was extremely 
agreeable to both parties. Marianne's 
Ipirits, which probably had fiaffercd by 
too dole confinement, received confiydcr- 
able benefit from the excurfion. The 
change was fb rifible to l^uifa, that fhe. 
qould not avoid rallying her fifter upon 
the cauie of this iudden alteration*^ 
Marianne's heart was formed for con- 
fidence, and (he readily informed Louifk 
of the circumftancc of Mn Clermont'^ 
addrefles, and her total rejeftion. Mift 
Budley did not appear to think the deniat 
quite fo peremptory as Marianne intended 
it Ihould prove J and that opinion feemed 
confirmed by the vivacity of the rejefted 
lover. Perplexed at this fuggcftion, 
Marianne determined to appeal to her 
Eliza Milton, who was an excellent caliiift 
in all points of love and honour. On the 

B 4 evening 
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evening Ihe returned home, flie retired 
early from fupper, in order to write down 
the whole particular*. But the afFcfting 
fight which Ihe faw on entering her dref- 
fing. room, incapacitated her for ufing her 
pen. It was no other than the little 
canary-bird, her favourite pet> lifclefs at 
the bottom of its cage, and infenfible to 
the carefies of i% weeping millrefs. I do 
not infinuate that Marianne's, regret was 
increafcd by any affociation of ideas ; flic 
was paflionately fond of all kinds of birds,, 
and certainly did not prize this the more, 
from having been the prefent of a rejeSled 
lover. The accident however afforded Mr. 
Clermont a frefli^ opportunity of urging 
his fuit, for afluming the character of the 
dead warbler, he prefented Marianne with 
the verfes following : 

SONNET, 

ON THE DEATH OF A CANARY-BIRD. 

Far from the funny ifle, and vine hung grove. 

My native foilj to Britato's template flcy 
. I came, to learn the tale of hopefefs love» 
To chaunt its woes to Delia, and to Sie*^^ 



car ^, 
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Oft (hall the penfive maid thofe notes recall 

Who(e varied melody did once engage. 
And oft the £ear of kind regret (hall fall. 

As fad ihe gazes on my vacant cage. 
Yet, gentle mourner, not thy tears or fighs. 

Can life's extingoifh'd taper re-illume ; 
' And when for thee defpairing Strephon dies. 

Thy angel pity cannot break his tomb : 
Yet now fuch pow'r is lodg'd in thy foft eyes. 

One tender glance would clear the morbid gloom. 

Marianne difcovered in this compofi- 
tion a charm infinitely fuperior to that of 
a mere well-turned compliment, and 
cenflired Louifa's commendation of the 
poetry, as by no means fufBciently ani- 
mated. Mrs. Patty who happened to be 
prefent when the\fubjc£t was difcuflcd 
between the fifters, joined in the conver- 
fation, and did not, by any means, " damn 
with faint praife." She had now com- 
menced as warm an advocate for Mr. 
Clermont, as flie had been for his predc- 
ccffors Pelham and Alfop, not from the 
mercenary motives which induced her to 
plead for tlie latter gentleman, but from 

B 5 the 
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the natural aSeAion which ihe bore to 
handfome people. Though her lady 
feldom interrupted her when Mr« Cler- 
mont was her jheme j ftill fh^ fo co^- 
ftantly pcrfifted in her determination of 
" withering upon the virgin thorn>*' that 
Patty began to apprehend fomc feripus 
diiafter muft befal her, as a judgment 
upon her obftinacy : either that (he would 
be metaniorphofed into a rock pf marble> 
or fetched away by the ghoft of fbme 
loverj) who had died in deipair. Reib^ye4 
.therefore, by giving fair warning, ta 
idifcharge her own duty, Ihe conftantly 
entertained her lady during her hours of 
attendance^ with the dreadful confequences 
of female difdainji beginning vfkh Batemari 
hanging himfelf for love, and ending with 
ihe cruelty of Biurbara Allen*. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

^ tHompk if foUJbed ienevifknce fumijbes 
4 firong argum^ft agalnft melan^bgfy^ 

W HELE the wavering balance of 
Icmale rcfolution continued fufpended, 
before Mrs. Patty's eloquence, or fome 
weightier motive m9iiit the nodding fcalc 
preponderate in Mr. Qkrmot^'^ favour, 
Mr. Dudley returned home» His arrival 
relieved Louifa from much anxiety for his 
healthj and peace of mindi and many 
apprehenfions for her filler's future tran- 
quillity, as flie was now certain of the 
a^fftance of an able advifer. Mr. Dud^ 
ky's account of his own alFairs was more 
and more diftrefling. The limitations 
under which the eftate had been be* 
queathed to Mr. Tonner^au^ did not upon 
further examination appear to be fur*- 
mountable; and even government had 
given up all hopes of the fa&ty of th^ 

B 6 ' Leeward 
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Leeward Ifland fleet: the underwriter too, 
who had enfured the Ihip in which Mr. 
Dudley's property was embarked, de- 
clared himfclf reduced by repeated lofles> 
to a ftatc of infolvency. Yet though 
cxpofed to the preflTure of fo many various 
misfortunes, Louifa with delight per- 
ceived that her father's mind had lofl 
•much of that gloomy defpondency, which 
depreflcd it when he left Stannadinc, and 
which had appeared to his excellent 
daughter a fcverer misfortune, than the 
lofs of that wealth (he had been accuf- 
tom^d to enjoy. 

Mr. Dudley accounted for the change. 
" Perhaps, my love," faid he, " of all 
the evils attendant on poverty, none 
are more to be lamented than the 
querulous humour it excites, even in 
liberal and benevolent minds. People 
in unhappy circumftances are not only 
apt to view the comfoits they arc 
forced to relinqmfh, with repining regret, 
almoft approaching to envy ; they too 
often coniider the ions of affluence, as 

enjoying 
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enjoying their calamities, making them 
the fubjeft of illiberal mirth, and look-* 
ing down with contempt upon the 
children of adverfity. The real afflic- 
tions incident to penury, are lefs har- 
raffing to our fortitude, than the fuppo- 
fition of our being infultcd by 

** The proud man's containeIy» 
<' The infolence of office, and the fparns, 
" Which patient merit of th' unworthy takes* 

^^ Bad as the world is^ I believe this 
happens lefs frequently than the un- 
happy fuppofe ; and doubdefs it is 
their duty to avoid indulging thcfe 
painful fenfibilides J but they are fo 
congenial to a refledting, independent 
mind ftruggling with diftrefs, and arc 
fo ftrengthened by the general opinion 
of mankind,' and the opinions not only 
of poets, but of moral writers and 
divines ; that it is almoft impoffible for 
a perfon to feel pecuniary difKculties, 
without fuppofing themfeives to be ill- 
ufcd and forfakcn. It was with thefc 

fcntimcnts 
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ietitiments I left you> and though not 
inienfible to negleft niyfelf> I anticipated 
it with greater Urror^ as I imagined it 
would fall with tcq-fold violence upon 
you J who have been accuftomed to be 
welcomed with delight, heard with atten* 
tion, and anfwercd with rcipeft. Mr» 
Pelham^ my dear, has made me open my 
eyes to a brighter profpeftj and though 
iew^ like this excellent young man, mea- 
furc their conduft to the unfortunate by that 
divine benevojence^ which regards the keea 
iufceptibility of mifery, inftead of the cold 
rules of civilityy-^ou^ few, I fay, like 
him divert by their kind attentions the 
recollection of tibat di&re&, which the yet 
uofubdued fpirit of independcoce will not 
permit their fortune to relieve; yet fiill^ 
IjQmfa> there are many generous minds ia 
the world; and much of the negle<9r 
of which affii&ion complains is cafu^ andi 
accidental. May you> my dear, confider 
it as fuch t or rather may you meet with- 
a Pelham, to raife you above the torment 

of thefe refle&ions I" ' 

» 

I Mr, Dudley*^* 
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Mr. Dudley's conclufion was more 
afibfting ta Lom(ii tlian be uicended^ 
She wouM have repeated his energeticic 
wifli, but recoUeding herfelf^ determineii 
to think of this moft amiable man^ only 
as the friend and comforter of her father* 

Mr. Dudley's intentfon of paying a re- 
fpedtful vifit of thanks to Lord Clermont, 
was prevented by that nobleman^s affiduous 
politenei^^ for he waited upon him the 
fnorning after his return, and preiented 
his fon to him> as one whofe higheft am- 
bition was to obtain his approbation.. 
Lord Clermont exprei&d his wifh for an 
intimacy between the families^ with a 
warmth which neither admitted of dental 
fior evafioni and plainly Ihewed that 
more than a nei^bourfy intercourie was 
defired. Mr. Clermont's bdiaviour 
afK>Fded a further explanarion> and 
though the delicacy infeparable from 
female attackmeat prevented Marianne 
from making any iikentbnal difcovery 
of her fentiments ^ yet the bhlih of plea- 

fiare which Kghted up her face' at her 

lovcr*& 



i5 A GOSSIP'S STORY. 

lover's approach, and the penfive abfcnce 
of mind which followed his departure, 
intimated a preference which the difcem- 
ing father hardly felt inclined to limit 
to the name of fricndfliip. 

Lord Clermont did not long permit 
Mr. Dudley to found his opinion upon 
fufpicion onlyi he avowed his fon*s 
attachment, and his warm approbation 
of his choice, in terms which feemed to 
indicate an appreheniion that difficulties 
would be ftarted on Mr. Dudley's fide. 
What then was his aftonifliment when 
that gentleman declared, that his daughter 
was an abfolute miftrefs of her perfon 
and fortune, and that if Ihe mclined to 
favour Mr. Clermont, the paternal fanftion 
would be chearfuUy bellowed ? But in 
order to account for his Lordfliip's fur- 
prife, I muft ftate fome circymftances in 
his hiftory and charafter. 

I^rd Clermont then, was one of thofe 
who imagine they are thoroughly ac- 
quainted with human life, from having 
(•ontcjnplatcd it on the dark fide. Dif- 

appointcd 
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appointed in his expeftations of prefer- 
ment at court, he retired into the country, 
with fomewhat of a laturnine caft of cha- 
rafter ; the afperity of which was not 
foftened by the enjoyment of domeftick 
happinefs. His union with Lady Cler- 
mont was efFedled by intcrefted motives, 
and as the badnefs of her temper, and 
the inferiority of her whole character, 
was a perpetual fource of difquict, he 
attributed his infelicity to his own folly, 
in marrying, a woman whom he beheld 
with indifference ; erroneoufly fuppofing 
that if he had really loved her, her failings 
would have given him lefs pain. This, 
predilcftion in favour of love-matches^ 
ftrongly warring with his ruling paflion, 
avarice, induced him to look forward 
with apprehenfion, to the period of his 
children arriving at maturity ; for he 
fuppofed it improbable, that Cupid and 
Plutus could agree in their choice, and 
each of thefe deities feemed in his eye of 
equal importance. To prevent his chil- 
dren therefore from falling in love, h^ 

educated 
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educated them with ftrift ftyerityj and 
railed at the paffion with increafing vio- 
lence, till his accident^ interview with 
Marianne Dudley, and his fon's yifible 
attachment to her, relieved his painful 
apprehenfions, and changed his invedives 
into encomiums^ Hal)itual feverity pre-* 
vented him from owning to Mr. Clermont 
the fatisfaflion he felt, but the young 
lover's impatience to lead his charmec 
to the altar, was hardly more violent thai> 
his father's delire cfie6kually to fe^urtj 
him from the poiBbility of being ai:tached 
to fome beautiful beggar, or of facrificing 
his future comforts at the fhrine of um-* 
amiable riches. 

The unfounded rumour reipefting Mr* 
Dudley's intentions of reftrainijig Mari^ 
anne from marrying, had reached the 
l^arki and Lord Clermont conEdeJfcd 
it as too probable to want authenticity. 
He cfteemcd it a very fortunate circum- 
ftance, that his fon's acquaintance with 
the ladies had commenced during the 
father's abfence i and inftead of reftrain-* 

ing, 
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akflgs eACQUf»ge4 h^ frequent yiflfi t» 
$l»i>adine> ia or^ler ^as he might ie^uiBf 
the ^fbio<^ of M^idfii^^ be^oe anf 
oppogtiofi could t:^ ftarted^ His ohfer- 
vatioqs on hex N havlour ^onvbf e4 hiiB 
thac his plan h^ £q^ f%r fticceedfd> and 
he conJfidered the compliitnent he paid 
her father in afking hi$ 90ent, to be merely 
a ftep to bring the affair to a crifis. That 
^i&nt^t given with QQ other r^ftrl^ion 
thafi what his child'^ happinefs f^txmd 
to demandj aftoniflit^d his Lordibip; but 
^n (^ept in tie t^^^ ^f tU world will not 
aferibe any a^lon tQ the pri&ciple of 
4Uifl£erefted virtue, which h cag^le of 
li>eing referred tg confummate hypocrify* 
JuOird CJermQD^ on his fetura to the 
Park, font for K\% A>n to his doien 
The ppliAed urbanity pf mpDners^ which 
diftinguiihed this Hohileman in company* 
did not entf r into his dpmeilick arrange-r 
ments, and Mr. Ckrinoat with relufbrnt 
ftcps obeyed the fummons of a father^ 
who> except in permitting his viiits to 
Stannadine^ had always appeared to com* 

bat 
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bat his wiflics ; and who never called him 
to a private conference, but only to give 
him a pointed reproof. Even now that 
he had the moft tranfporting tidings to 
communicate, he could not refolire to 
do it in a gracious manner. '^ Edward," 
faid he, in a ftern voice, " I wifh to 
know if yoa have fo far forgotten your 
duty, as to engage your afFeftions to 
MifsMarianne Dudley, without p re vioufly 
obtaining my permiffion." Confcious 
of the error, which he knew not how to 
vindicate, and could not difown, Mr. 
Clermont was filent. " I perceive,'* re- 
fumed his Lordihip, '^ that my fufpicions 
are juft. I fuppofe. Sir, I have not 
deferved your confidence. I am an un- 
natural father, am I not ?'^ The poor 
youth, fuppofing the next fentencc would 
contain a peremptory mandate to banifli 
him from one on whom his life depended,* 
and againfl: whom no reafonable objeftion 
could be urged, could not give a negative 
reply to his father's interrogatories ; and 
remained dumb with terror and confufion. 

After 
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After his Lordfliip had thus; gratified 
himfelf Ijy the indulgence of parental 
power; he thought proper gracioufly to 
forgive him, and after (lightly mentioning 
Marianne's inferiour rank, cxpreflcd his 
willingnels to overlook fbaf objeftion 
in confequence of her merit, and his 
defire to cnfure his fon's happineis. He 
then related what had paffed between him 
and Mr, Dudley, and claimed the acknow- 
ledgment which duty and gratitude muft 
excite, in return for fuch cpnliderate good- 
nefs. Mr. Clermont in a tranlport of 
joy flung himfelf at his father's feet, and 
acknowledged that he had made him the 
happieft of men ; and his Lordfliip> while 
he railed him and held him to his heart, . 
experienced for perhaps the jfirji time in 
his life the real bleffing of being a father* 
Nothing now remained but to gain the. 
approbation of Lady Clermont, and to 
prevail upon the lovely maid to fandtion 
their hopes. The former, my Lord was 
too much of a fafhionable hufband to 
confider aa of much importajQ|:e i and 

the 
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the latter he was inclbcd to hope would 
not prove an Herculean labour. 

CHAP. XXI. 

A fair Piatmifi is etirtpelkd to marry ^ at 
^ Uf$ ha%ari6us txpedief^^ 4hM refining 
the (fphfh^&fofP'iiUl^aliige. 

1 HE Ibtei^s tafk of propitiating 
his Goddefi was rendered Ids <fifficult 
by Mr. Dudlty ; wfto^ WBttiediateljr upon 
tht Atpimiit of LordCtermont, informed 
his dau^t<ir of the purpottof th^ hbblc- 
xhah's rifiti and rtqiittfted her dccifion. 

Miriahnb, with bltr(h<^s as animated 
and as bfcautifid aS thoft of the -morning, 
cxpreffed aUrely ifanfc df Mr. Clermont's 
merits; tut though ftie felt for him a 
tender friehdffiip, and a ii^rarm efteem, 
flie fcarcc fUJSpolefl hcf J'egard amotintifd 
t© iovtfi k jiaffion of which flifc bdlieved 
hfer he^ never ^#d\ild be fafceptible. 

Mr. Dudley, who thought othfetwifej 
reiflicdi ^ Whert, tejr dear, did you fearh 

your 
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your opinion of love ? If neither warm 
cftcetn, nor tender friend Ihip cxpreflcs 
the fcntiments it inlpires, by what other 
words can you define them ?*' 

Marianne, a little piqued at having her 
knowledge of a fcicnce, in which fhc 
believed herfelf an adept, called in 
queition, anfwered, that if (he was con^ 
vinced it would promote Mr. Clermont's 
happinefs, flic could chearfully refign 
him to another. 

" You only tell me> my dear, that 
you are net felfifh^ mean, and illibemli 
qualities of which I never f^ppofed you 
capable." 

The young lady perceiving that ibe 
had considerably the difadyantage in the 
argun>ent> begged her father to give hex 
bis opinion of her lover. 

Tenderly prefling her hand> ^l am 
certain^" faidko, <^ my dear child is iioc 
one of thofe who difcover irr^^Iiltiblie 
attra£tions in the ipl^Adqr of a coroaetri 
or the pofleflion of immenfe wealth; I 
therefore will not confider that Mr. Cler- 
mont's 
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mont's pretenfions arc by thofc advan- 
tages rendered irrefiftible. He appears 
to be an intelligent, agreeable young 
man, of a frank, candid difpofition i and 
I am informed is irreproachable in his 
morals. As a lover, I prefume, he muft 
be as much of an Amadis de Gaul, as 
modern manners will permit, and there- 
fore certainly adapted to your tafte in 
that particular/' 

Marianne, fmiled. ^^ You are feverc 
upon me, Sir, but is this all you have 
obfcrved of him." 

" I could fay,'* refumed Mr. Dudley, 
*' that his charadter is not yet compleatly 
formed. He has been educated in retire- 
ment, under the eye of (if the world 
fays right) a ftern father. Such a fituation, 
fo fecure from every temptation to do 
wrong, and precluded from the poffibi- 
lity of afting and judging for himfelf^ 
obliges me to confider Mr. Clermont's 
future conduft, to be rather a matter of 
opinion, than admitting of a pofitivc con- 
clufion. He is extremely young, lively, 

and 
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and poflcfled of ftrong paflions -, for fuch 
an one the world will fpread many fnares, 
from which I fincerely hope his attach- 
ment to you may prefcrve him. Our 
fex, my dear, is formed to fill an ampler 
fpace in the world than yours, and the 
^here of an Englifli nobleman's aftions 
is an extenfive one. It is always fortu- 
nate for a woman, when {he marries a 
man whole charadter can in fome degree 
be alcertained, by his having been for 
fome time under his own guidance. You 
who are formed to fulfil the retired, but 
not lefs important duties of life, can 
always be p;:operly eftimated while under 
the paternal wing 3 the attentive, fub- 
miflive daughter, will make a tender, 
obliging wife 5 the retired, amiable maid, 
Ivill form the prudent, domcftick matron. 
But the manners of the man cannot be fo 
well determined by the virtues of the 
youth; particularly if his father, like 
Lord Clermont, affumes that method of 
behaviour, which indeed tries his patience 
and good humour, but doc^ not eradicate 
VOL. II. C any 
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any wrong propenfity, or call forth the 
latent qualities of his foul, by confidence 
and generous friendfhip. I muft there- 
fore upon the whole confider Mr. Cler- 
mont as a lefs eligible hufband than Mr. 
Pelham." 

Marianne entreated her father, never 
to mention a name which fhe never 
heard without feeling diflike, bordering 
upon averfion. She then aflced her father 
if patience and good humour were the 
only virtues he difcovere4 in Mr. Cler- 
mont. 

The fretful impatience with which fhe 
interdifted Mr. Dudley from mentioning 
his friend, and the tacit reproof her 
queftion conveyed, determined the obfer- 
vant father to fupprefs further obferva- 
tionsi and endeavouring to give the 
conyerfation a lively turn, he told Mari- 
anne that patience and good humour 
were very good connubial virtues. 

Still Marianne could not think of mar- 
riage, and wifhed that Mr. Clermont's 
fcntiments coincided with her's, in pre- 
ferring 
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ferring (for at ieaft fome years) the 
gentle tic of friendfhip* 

'* Will you tell mc, my dear/* faid 
Mr. Dudley, " what the married ftate is^ 
if it is . not friendfhip, • in its moft lively, 
cxtenfive> and exalted fenfe ? Is it not 
an union of intercfts and afFedlions, fane- 
tioned by an indiflbluble tie ? Does it 
not call for mutual efteenv confidence, 
forbearance, and tendernefs? Contem- 
plate it, my dear> in the light of a con* 
neftion at tirfl: defigned by divine wiidom, 
for the mutual advantage of two felKble 
creatures, and not as - a fairy region of 
ecftacy and perfect happinefs, inhabited 
by perfeft beings, whofe every wifh, fen- 
timent, and adioh flo^s in unifbn. I 
would not fhock your flelicacy, Ma:rianne, 
but I mtift tell you, that^the world is 
exceedingly apt to call in queftion the 
exiftence of that platonick kffeftion you 
feem to entertain; and I will apprize 
you, that it is neceflary, either to receive 
Mr. Clermont's vifits in the acknow- 

c 2 Icdged 
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ledged charaftcr of your lover, or to 
requeft him to difcontinue them. 
' Marianne was exceedingly difplcafed 
^t the world's want of candour, fentimerit> 
?ind refinement J but as more expert re-' 
formers than herfelf had often in vain 
tried to corrcdt its prejudices, fhe did 
pot feel fufficient courage to dare its 
cenfures, and to defpifc its frowns. The 
compaflion ; infeparablc from her difpo- 
fition, prevented her from adopting the 
laft alternative propofed by her father ; 
as its cfiefts would inevitably prove fatal 
to poor C^lermont, But while fhe hefi- 
tated, perplexed, and unrefolved, the 
lover arrived to plead his own caufe. 
His arguments, confirmed by a thoufand 
vows of eternal gratitude, unremitting 
attention, unalterable, tender, inviolable 
Jove, were fuccefsful: and Marianne 
confcntcd to accompany him to the altar. 



CHAP. 



•Si: -. 
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CftAP. XXU. 

The Author* s predileSiion for declamation^ 
induces her to make no u/e of a fine oppor-^^ 
tunity for introducing elegant defcription. 

JN O foener had the lady's confent 
been obtained, than the Clernaonts, as if 
fearful that fhe would re traft it, urged oa 
their fuit, with the additional requeft of a 
fpeedy union. My l/)rd, with the pettifh 
impatience common to difcontented 
people> would not believe that an event 
fo agreeable to his wiOies would take 
place, without the intervention of fonic 
mortifying, circumftancc to abate his 
fatisfaftion. His fears of Mr. Dudley's^ 
oppofition being removed, by thstt gen- 
tleman's cheerful acquiefcence, he adapied 
another fet of apprehcnfions j and as hci 
had difcovered the perplexed ftate of the 
father's affairs, began to fear a marriaga 
with the daughter might entail upon his: 
fon the protection and fupport of two 

c 3 beggars;. 
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beggars; and to this he calculated 
Marianne's .fortune was unequal. 

A little time previous to his being 
certainly affured of Mr. Dudley's misfor- 
tunes, his Lordfhip in converfation gave a 
hint, which at Icaft proved him to be a 
man of forecaft, as it is generally termed. 
The purport of it was, that though Mrs. 
Aldcrfon had thought proper to diftin- 
guifh Marianne as her favourite, he 
hoped Mr. Dudley would ftill remember 
ftc was his daughter. Mr. Dudley not 
entering into the. force of this fuggeftion, 
anfwcred it by declarations of the affec- 
tion he felt for fuch an amiable child ; and 
in the warmth of paternal tranfportj 
repeated many inftances of the tender 
attachment fhc had fliewn to his perfon, 
and attention to his interefts \ addbg, that 
he- could hardly have cxpefted fuch 
regard, confidcring that he had been 
feparated from her in her early years, 
when the heart receives the moft lively 
imprcflions. The deep difcernment of 
Lord Clermont, reflefting afterwards upon 

thefc 
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thefe wordsj and comparing them with, 
the ftate of Mr. Dudley's circumftances> 
led him to fulpcdt that thty conveyed 
more of defign, than of paternal tender- 
nefs i in other words, that he intended to 
take advantage of the filial virtue he com- 
mended; his Lordfhip therefore thought 
it right to take an opportunity of ihewing 
him, that he would find fome difficulties 
to impede his defign. 

The fteady honour which was an in- 
mate of Mrl Dudley's breaft in every 
fituation, anticipated his Lordfliip's cold 
prudence. On recoUeding the conver- 
fation, he perceived, that " more was 
meant than met the ear;" and to prevent 
the expe<5lation5 of avarice from exceeding 
their probable gratification, he deter- 
mined, not only to inform Lord Clermont, 
that Marianne's fortune had been limited 
to Mrs. Aldcrfon's bounty, by exprefs. 
agreement, when fhe and her fitter were 
infants, but that in fad he had now 
nothing to bequeath. Determined to 
conquer falfe fhame, fince uhconfcious of 

c 4 intentional 
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intentional error, he frankly ftated his 
alarming fituation. My Lord heard him 
with much Jang froidy his eyes fixed on a 
beautiful landfcape of Claude's, which 
hung at the other end of the faloon. 
When Mr. Dudley had finiftied, he 
expreffcd great concern, but intermixed 
his confolations with reproofs for his 
mifplaced confidence, declaring that he 
very well knew the inftability of Tonne* 
reau's credit a twelvemonth ago. He did 
not flop to hear Mr. Dudley exculpate 
himfelf, as he attempted to do, by plead- 
ing, that they were old family friends, 
and that his long abfence from England 
gave him lefs opportunity of knowing the 
ilate of mercantile credit than others : hisr 
Lordfhip went on in a very compofed, 
carelefs manner, to a(k how he meant to 
difpofc of himfelf, and what were his future 
plans refpe&ing his daughter. 

" People of our age, my Lord," faid 
Mr. Dudley, with a warmth he could not 
reftrain, " may employ themfclves better 
than in forming diilant plans for the fup- 

port 
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port of an cxiftence they may almoft 
hourly expeft to refign. I felt misfortune 
at a time when I looked forward to many 
year5, which hope had dreffcd in gay 
alluring colours : if I then fuftained my 
trials with firmnels, much more may L 
now, when experience has taught me th^ 
infufEciency and inftability of temporal, 
bleflings ; and when nature reminds me 
of a fpecdy fummons from all fublunary 
prolpeds. With rcipeft to Lauifa, I am 
happy in feeing her poflcfs a dignity and 
compofure of mind, which will in any 
circumftances prevent her from finking 
into delpain Both of us my lord, have 
independent fpirits.. We can neither 
fplicit nor accept the cold afliftance oC 
•r.eludant friendfliip. Fortunately for her^, 
her grandfather's prudence placed the 
means of procuring her the'neceJTaries of 
life, beyond the power of my indifcretion 5 
and in all my. troubles, I.have the confo- 
lation to refle(3:, that the child,. whom my- 
fblly injured, haa the. ability, as well a^-v 

C.5. ^hoc 
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the virtue, to ofFer mc an humble but 
fccure afylum." 

** .Your numerous friends, Mr. Dudley, 
will doubtlefs prevent you from putting 
the young lady^s filial piety to an incon- 
venient trial. I fhould, for inftance, 
think my fon would be extremely happy j 
but really there is no anfwcring for young 
men; and people of quality are often 
cmbarraffed to fupport what the. world 
expcdts from them. But fuppofc we 
mention the affair to Edward/* 

*' By no means, my Lord. My expec- 
tations from Mr. Clermont extend no 
further tha(i to his making my Marianne 
happy. In fo doing, he will confer upon 
me a laffting obligation ; and my heart is 
too proud to be cafy under the fcnfe of 
multiplied favours. Could I have fub- 
mitted to become a pcnfioner upon 
Marianne's bounty, I believe I could eafily 
have taken advantage of the melting kihd- 
nefs of her temper ^ and by depriving her 
of the advantages fhe had a right to 

cxpedb> 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. jj 

expeft, have fecured myfclf in alHuencc. 
But as I have taken no difhonourable ftep 
to fecure myfelf from poverty, I truft T 
{hall not want firmncfs to endure it." 

Though Lord Clermont (praftifed in- 
the ways of the world) was not inclined 
to place implicit confidence in declama- 
tory integrity, the ferene firmncfs which, 
irradiated Mr, Dudley's countenance,, 
almoft induced him to lament, that a man. 
of fuch principles fhould be left the 
unafliftcd prey of misfortune. To^ do* 
juftice to his Lordfliip's benevofcnce, he 
ceally felt an inclination to ftand forth as 
an aftivc friend i a wilh which like many 
of the deiires human nature is apt to< 
entertain,, fcemed; to encreafc with the 
improbability of its completion. Upon: 
the whole, he confidered this converfation 
to be very fatisfaftory : a connexion with 
a ruined man was not indeed defirable>, 
but when poverty was accompanied^, 
with the firm Ipirit of haughty indepen- 
dence, it was infinitely lefs trouhleforae- 
to its acquaintance and friends. The- 

c d. humane 
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humane might dare to exprefs their 
fympathy; and the polite venture an 
offer of fervice, without any hazard of 
having appropriate fervices annexed to 
^neral expreffions. 

. He therefore hurried on his fori's nup- 
tials with additional impatience, and Mr. 
Clermont feconding his folicitations with 
all the ardour of young romantick love. 
Marianne found her maidenly reluftancc 
yield to the entreaties of fuch importu- 
nate fuitors. Within a month from the 
time of Mr. Dudley's return, Mr. Cler- 
mont had the tranfport of hearing his 
blulhing bride publickly confirm, with 
folemn vows, the tender aflurances, fhc 
had before given him, of eternal love. 

The younger part of my readers wiU 
doubtlefs. expeft a defcription of the 
nuptial ceremony, the bride's parapher- 
nalia, and all the gay et caetera of a wed- 
ding ; which often diverts the juvenile 
mind from refleding upon the importai>t 
duties this grand change in female life 
prefcribes. I had propofcd myfelf the 

pleafure 
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pleafure of gratifying them in this parti- 
cular; but when thefe affairs came to 
be difcufled in a grand commrttce-meet- 
ing of our fociety, convened at Danbury, 
for the exprefs purpofe of judging whether 
every thing was properly managed ; the 
ivholc proc<:edings appeared nothing but 
a chain of improprieties, and I therefore 
think it better to omit a defcription which 
could only excite the painful duty of un- 
favourable criticifm. Why fhould I teH 
the publick that we determined that the 
marriage was too private; that the bride 'Is 
cloaths were ill fancied, and fat frightfully, 
or that the jewels laboured under the 
double difad vantage of being horridly 
extravagant, and odioujly unbecoming. 

But one circumftancc as connefted 
with the hiftorical part of my pr;elcnt 
labours I muft not omit, Jt was the ex*- 
treme plainnefs of the drefs, in- which 
Mifs Dudley accompanied her lifter to 
the altar. Such meannefs was fo little- 
confiftent with the other circumftances, 
cf hf r c;hara6tcr, that we found no diffi- 
culty 
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culty in attributing it to the moft malig* 
nant envy. The fagj^ity of this obfer- 
vation was confirmed by hearing, that, 
inftead of aflifting at the ceremonial vifit- 
ings, Louifa and her father fet^ out for 
their eftate in Lancalhire a few days after 
the nuptial ceremony. Such a want of 
attention, to even common decorum, ex- 
cited all our philanthropy, and in pro^ 
portion as we hated the partial father^, 
and his darling daughter, we wifhed all. 
imaginable happinefs to the poor young 
people, thus left to thcmfelvcs without 
any prudent friend to direft them in 
family management. XJnfolicited, and 
prompted only by our, natural generofity^, 
we refolved to take upon ourlelves the 
kind office of general inquifitors into the 
conduft of Mrs. Clermont's family, and. 
we accordingly aflumcd the felf-inveftcd; 
charafter. 



CHAP; 
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CHAP. XXDL 
^be nuptial frejent of a Father. 

Amongst the arrangements pre- 
paratory to Mrs. Clermont's nuptials, it 
was determined that Mr. Dudley Ihould 
immediately refign Stannadine to the 
young couple, for their refidence ; and 
Marianne acceded the more readily to 
her father's propofal, becaufe ihe had 
lately heard him exprefs an intention of " 
accompanying Lpuifa to her Lancafhire 
cftate that Autumn. It muft be obfervedy 
that the train of thought in which the 
fair cnthufiaft had hitherto indulged, did 
not fupply the moft accurate ideas re- 
fpcfting real life. Though educated to ' 
tnjoy all the elegant comforts of affluence,, 
fhe did not know that competence was 
a blefling ; and (he would perhaps have 
declaimed againft the narrow, illiberal 
mind,, that dared to reckon it amongft 
the prime ingredients in the cup of 
2 human 
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human happincfs. She had too great 
z foul to enquire what the value and 
extent of her filler's eftate was ; Ihe had 
heard there was a cottage upon it> and 
that name fuggefted every thing that 
was paftoral and charming. Nothing 
but the fociety of her adored Clermont 
could have prevented her from envying 
the elegant retirement her father and 
filler were going to enjoy. At parting 
flie repeated her injunftions to Louifa> 
not to be fo captivated with rural beauty^ 
as to forget her promife of fpending 
Chriftmas at Stannadine, and in th^ 
interim Ihe was to be a puryftual and 
diffufe correfppndent. The charming 
fcenes of. artlefs nature could not fail tq 
afford ample materials to a. fkilful hand ;. 
.^he tender attachments^ of the nymphs 
and fwains. would throw living figures 
into the landfcape ;; and who knpws but 
fomc new Palemon might prefent himfelfj 
with taftejto feled,. and virtu? to reward 
the new Lavini^t 

Louifa^ 
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Louifa, with a penfive fmile, wifhed 
her fifter a long continuance of her prefent 
happinefs, while the ftarting tear leemed 
to indicate that (he formed no very high 
idea of the rural felicity fhc herfclf was 
going to enjoy, 

.. While Mr. Dudley, the evening pre- 
vious to his departure, repeated the 
blefling he firft pronounced on configning 
his child to the proteftion of a hufband; 
prudence fuggefted a few falutary pre- 
cepts. " May I always, my dear Mari- 
anne, fee in your countenance this delight- 
ful appearance of heartfelt fatisfaction I 
But in order to preferve it, let me conjure 
you to banifti from your heart that ex- 
treme fcnlibility you have hitherto 
cheriflied." 

" My dear Sir,'' cried the aftonifhed 
bride, " you advife me tq difmifs the 
very faculty by which I know how to 
appreciate my prefent happinefs. I owe 
to it the exquifite fenfe I have of Mr. 
Clermont's unremitting tendernefs. To 
this lively fcntimenti afcribe the ineffable 

delight 
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delight his prefence excites, and the 
refined tranfport which I feel at all his 
obfervant, afliduous attentions. My dear 
father, do' not think I can furrender a- 
quality, which has taken the deeped 
root in my foul.'* 

'' I perceive," fdd Mr. Dudley, *' that 
you are not yet a convert to my do6lrines> 
that the lover and the hufband are different 
charadters ; yet as my opinion is war- 
ranted by long obfervation, you will I 
am certain be convinced at laft : I hope 
not painfully. Much of your future 
happinels, Marianne, depends upon your-r 
fclf J do not at leaft err through principle^ 
Many duties arc interwoven with the 
facred charafter which Mr. Clermont haa 
lately affumed : he is no longer the ena- 
moured youth, whom no thing unconnedled 
with his fair Idol can interefti he is be- 
come the" country gentleman, the neigh- 
bourj the landlord, the matter of a family^ 
With thcfe obligations, though highly 
pleafing to an intelligent mind, many 
irkfomc duties arc ncceflarily involved -^ 

and 
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and when his temper is raffled by any 
pxterior perplexity, thofe affiduous, ob* 
fervant attentions which you fay arc the 
fburce of your refined tranlports, muft 
appear to him as a difagreeablc reftraint. 
There is no part of the female charadter 
dearer to us men, than the idea that you 
arc the foothers of our inquietudes, the 
folacers of our forrow, the fympathizing 
friends to whom wc may at all times, 
retire for comfort, in every diflrelk. The 
cnthufiafm of youth often mingles witk 
the addrefles of the lover, zn overftrained 
fubmiflion which places your fcK in ^n 
exalted, but let me add in a falfe point 
of view. The hufband, when he'^reflefta 
coolly upon every circumftance, will^ 
if he judges right, conlider it bettser to 
preferve the heart he has gained, by dif- 
playing the manly qualities of fenfe, phi- 
lanthropy, integrity, and fortitude, than 
by the lover-Kke arts which his juvenile 
afieftion urged him co adopt; and the 
difcrcet wife will hgften to elevate her 
owft charafter, by idding to the delicate 

tender- 
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tende/nefs of the bride, the dignified 
virtues of the matron." 4 

^* Exert the powers of your under- 
ftanding, my dear child/' continued he, 
tenderly preffing her hand. " Even 
during the firft fond period of wedded 
love, ftrengthen the bonds by which you 
hold Mr. Clermont's heart, by difplaying 
thofc mental excellencies which will be 
ever new, and valuable when your perfon, 
your converfation, and your many fine 
accomplilhments, (hall have loft the glols 
of novelty. Providence, by placing you 
in an affluent fituation, has impofed upon 
you a thoufand motives for exercifing. 
a benevolent heart ; and by making you 
as it were a mark of diftindion, enjpina 
that nice propriety of conduct, by which; 
if we cannot efcape cenfurc and forrowj, 
we arc at leaft fecurc from the felf- 
reproach of having defcrved it. You 
are commanded to prepare yourfelf for 
a fpiritual world, not to languifh out life 
in luxurious foftnefs. You may, like 
yonder glorious Orb now finking in thci 

Wcft^ 



• • ^ 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. 4j 

Weft, Ipread comfort and delight all 
around you, and become a noble Ipeftaclc 
both to men and angels. And will you 
give up all thefe privileges, to place your 
whole of happinefs in the unremitting 
tendernefs of a fmcere, amiable, well- 
intentioned, but undoubtedly of a fallible 
being. No, my child^ fummon your 
refolutibn, and ere he changes the mode 
of behaviour his fondnefs has impofed, 
do you imperceptibly releafe him from 
the rcftraint. With pain I have heard 
you both declare, that you wifh to Ihut 
out all the reft of the world, and to live 
only to yourfelves. I muft tell you that 
if this opinion was circulated, you would 
fubjeft yourfelves to much opprobrium, 
not to fay difagreeable ridicule : but I will 
predidt that your opinions will be changed 
before you arc three months older." 

Mrs. Clermont here interrupted her 
father. " You have formed your judg- 
ment. Sir, upon common attachments, 
and common marriages, and feem inclined 
to think that there arc no exceptions from 
^^cncral rule.'* ' " I 
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*^ I have formed my judgment," re- 
fumed Mr. Dudley, ** upon my thorough 
knowledge of your charafter, and all 
I have feen of Mr. Clermont's 5 but I 
perceive my lefture wearies inftead of 
convincing you. ^ I will therefore conclude 
with two requefts* 1 would wilh to give 
them the? efficacy of commands. In the 
firft place, do not appeartd avoid mixing 
in the ibciety of your . neighbours, and 
endeavour to engage Mr. Clermont in 
ftmufements, which will occafion frequent 
Jitde abfences. He will return to you 
with addidpnal fatisfadion, and your 
relifti of each other's focicty will be im* 
proved, by! the occaSonai intemqxtions 
company will ^ve. My fecond requeft 
is, that ypu will ftiidy your hufband'^i 
teixkper and charader, with the deepeft 
attention ; in order that you may difcover 
the pecuKar temtency of thofe errors 
and prejudices, from which the beft of 
us are not free, that by familiarizing 
them to your mind, tHcy miy fteal upon 
you in the dimini&ed form of little im-* 

per^ 
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pcrftftions. If you negledt to "do this, 
you may perhaps firft perceive them, at 
a moment when paffion has cncreafed 
them beyond their ufual magnitude ; and 
your alarmed imagination may ftiU further 
extend them, till they eclipfe their neigh- 
bouring virtues. Befides, a wife's dis- 
cretion may often guard her huiband 
from an error, by knowing the peculiar 
temptation to which he is moft liable. 
I have now done, and this, my child, is 
the only legacy I can bequeath you.*' 

Refkftionsof the moft poignant nature 
agitated Mr. Dudley, as he fpoke the 
laft words j Mrs, Clermont with difin-^ 
terefted JifFedion thanked him for the 
valuable gift, and after afiuring him it 
was all fhe wifhed for, fhe intreated him 
to confider Louifa as his onfy child in the 
diipofal of his fortune. She then obliged 
him to repeat his prom^ifc of vifiting 
Stannadinc at Chriftmas* " You will then, 
my dear father," faid Ihc, *« fee how I 
am improved by yoiiijpricepts, and how 
far I am a convert to your opinion.'' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV* 

j4h attempt at local defcripiion. The Author 
fees fometbing like an enchanted cafile^ in 
which Jhe immures a fair Arcadian. 

JL H E afylum which filial piety 
prepared for Mr. Dudley, was little calcu- 
lated to banifh from his memory the 
glowing fertility of the tropical iflands ; 
or the convenient elegance, with which 
well-regulated art had embelliflied Stan- 
nadine. The moft enthufiaftick imagi- 
nation could hardly aflbciate pailoral 
ideas with the neglected wildnefs of Sea^ 
tondell, could . fuppoic it peopled by 
Naids and Dryads, or fancy that Pan 
ever awoke its echoes with his tabor and 
pipe, while Cynthia and her maids of 
honour danced cotillions. 
e Little did Mr. Alderfon think when he 
bequeathed this eftate to his grand- daugh- 
ter, as a fupply for pii money, that it would 
foon become her only permanent pof- 

feflion* 
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feflion. Much more improbable would' 
it hw^c appeaijpd to his widows could -fhe 
hiave forefccn, when on hcrdeach-bcd fhe 
rcqwfted that her old daiiy-maid, Mary- 
Atby, -might be- permitted to end her days 
in the'farm«-houfe, whiehihe hadfor manjr 
ylrars^fthabitcd j that (he wis providing a 
companion for the intelligent, accom- 
piifhed ISDuifa^ But the viciflkudes of 
fortune havt often afforded copious 
themfes for declamatory aftonilhment. 

Though Mrs. Arby had anfwtred Mifs 
Dudley's intimation of her defign of 
coming to re fide upon the farm, with an 
affurance, that (he Ihould be proud ' to * 
entertain young madam; flie certainly^ 
did not feel any n?^/ fati'sfiiftion in the ' 
idea, that fhe was to be interrupted in the 
poflcffion of a place,' oV€r which flie had 
long reigned with paramount authority^ 
Few young: women, acculbomed tothia' 
elegance of refined life, would have been ' 
inclined to difturb her. The houfe was 
built at a period when the fubftantial and 
gloomy, ftyle of architefture, was pre- 
VOL, II, D ferred 
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ferrcd to the convenient and cheerful 
plan. Before the front was placed a little 
fquare garden^ furrounded by a cut 
hedgC) and fubdivided at right angles^ by 
an ornamented fence of yew. Behind the 
houfe was an orchard^ terminated by a 
rookery^ the trees of which appeared at 
leaft contemporary antiques with the 
dwelling they belonged to. On the left 
hand lay the farm-yard and out-houfes ; 
and on the right the decayed village of, 
SeatondcU, many of whofe inhabitants, 
allured by the fuperior comforts which a 
large manufadturing town in the neigh- 
bourhood afforded, had defcrted their 
parental abodes. There now remained 
only a few opulent farmers, their labour- 
ers, and the curate of the pariflij 
the latter of whom, after enjoying 
the mental luxury of literary con- 
verfadon, in college fociety, durmg the* 
early part of his life, had been confined 
for many years, to the dry difcuffions of 
haughty, illiberal ignorance ^ and the 

psiinful 
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painful refieftions. of difappointed hope. 
A pitiable^ but not uncommbn fituatiop I 
The arrival of thie Dudleys iA a poft- 
chaife^ was. fuch' a n6Velt7> that every 
inhabitant of Seatondell tan out of doors 
to gaze at the ftrangers. Mrs. Arby, 
trembling alike with infirmity and appre- 
henfion, unbarred the mafly porch door, 
and led them into an antique ftone haD. 
Anxious properly to perform the honours 
of die houfc, fhe attempted to place Mr. 
Dudley in the wicker arm chair, but 
unhappily id the hurry of politenefs flung 
down a 'large flower-pot that decprated 
the. open chimney, up6n Louifa's cloaths. 
Ttiat amiable girl, poflcfled of the true 
benevolence which ' can txert itlelf in 
trifling affairs, as well as upon important 
occafions, diverted the good Woman's 
concern for the accident, by kind enqui- 
rics after her health, and recoUcftions of 
the early kindneflcs fhe had received from 
her, when Ihe . vifited at her grand- 
mamma's in her childhood. By men- 
tiohing fomc articles of rural cookery, in 

D 2 which' 
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• «<Wididt<pa{sItfalJ<iDlaiiKhade.. 
to make trial of her JkiB;* - 

• • • » * 

MHs Dudley .now acjdreflcd her father, \ 
who funk in the arm chair .with his head 
refting upon his hand, his .liftlcls, unob-^ 
fcrvajit eyes fixed on the iijim^rtfe ^ ftqnq 
window-iramcsj which fcemcd rather, i to, ^ 
exclude -. than . to ^ admit . the day, ' The 
deepening fhadcs of evening added to the - 
gloomy r appearance* and encreafed the, 
dcjcftion of hip too cQJ^fci9^s hearf..*' My-r^ 
dear -fir," faid jLouifa, "I fin4 this pl^ce . 
infinitely, prpferabje to. what J ,e.xf^ejjft:e4 s, . 
a little. p^int' an4 P^pjer will, e^^liv.en thq . 
houfe exceedingly,, an,d,. wfae^i^tlie ycw;^ 
ornament^^vc; reippyed,. I flipjl be-, de- 
lighted;, with . g,ratifyipg:p my.taftc for. 
flowers in tl^at^ rie^tjittle garden., Wc ^ 
ihall find both health and amufeibent in 
iipprpyii^. our/araa, iii -funnier,,, and; in... 

Winter 
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'My -a^ar -ftthcr, -dti ^eif&hie yotirSi^rDnteti 
'■^hciifcAtkfs ; you ' hare often • tatf^ht me 
-fefigriation, let hot tficpfcceptor rteed 
^ftftru£Hbh'fit)m tTte 'pajJii:" 

• -^r. 'D^'ch^jr, iftdr gazing "upon his 
'Ba6ghtcr for a few^trtbAicnts'witTi ^a'look 

of delighted affcdiion, " i jctufed his want 
'of 'fpirits as ^rifin^ ' froih the fatigite 

^_ ***** * *_ 

TIC feltfrohi tHiir lOn^ jburhey. Lbiiiia 
^t)pf(itt'*thc dejircffion Which flie ilfo felt 
Wgh t ^tfe aftnbable to 'the fame caufe ;^ 
4hldy^fct)afatetl *it ^ahcafTy-hour. 

'AWak^Afcd ^Hy the clamour of thje 
domeftick poultry, Mifs Dudley rofe 
Nvith'fKe Tun, and opened* the cafenierit of 
Hfc'r'cShamber 'window, "tb'take a view of 
the ^dj'ice lit • country. fiTer apaftnierit 
ifbhtcd the orchard, a thick aUtiimnal 
ftiifthiihg' Upon* the horizon, but had the 
ftibfriing bech more favourable, the trees 
would have effectually impeded her 
ciefign i for they "were crowded 'together 

ffl^ 'a profiifion which entirely obftrtifted. 

D J the 
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the figjit of any othqr pbjcfl:. ' $hc . fac 
down^ liftenmg to the murmur of ^4ift^t: 
rivulet> which by a natural aflbciation 9f 
ideas, recalled to her memory a beautifyl 
cafcade at Stannadine^ near which fhe 
firft beheld Mr, Pelham, when, introduced 
by her father in the charadter of Mari- 
anne's lover. There, are moments in 
which the firmeft fpirits yield to tl\c 
preflure. of calami tyj and while ,Mi{s. 
Dudley recoUcfted the happy .hours flbsc 
had paffcd in the fociety of that anxiablp 
man, a tear pf involuntary r<gret, and a 
Ipontaneous figh, expreffed hpw much 
fhe felt the contraft of her .'pr^fent 
fituation. 

■ 

She was roufcd from this reverie by 
the found of footfteps under her window, 
and looking out perceived her fa-ther, Mr. 
Dudley, after paffihg a reftlcfs night, hacj 
left his apartment^, with the^ hope of 
diverting the reffeftions he knew not how 
to endure. His amiable daughter imme- 
diately baniflied from her thoughts the 
indulgence of her own peculiar forrow^ 

* and 



- A GOSSIP'S STORY. 55 

and lifting her beautiful eyes to heaven, 
with meek folicitude implored the bene- 
ficent author of creation, to aflift her 
endeavours to reftore tranquillity and fclf- 
- fatisfaftion to one of the worthieft of 
human hearts. 

To give efficacy to her prayers, and to 
confirm her exalted principles by calling 
■them into aftion, fhe immediately joined 
-her father, and with the winning fweet- 
ncls of which fhe was abfolute miftrefs, 
imperceptibly detached his thoughts from 
brooding upon irremediable misfortunes. 
She perfuaded him to walk round her 
little demefne, and, with unfeigned tranf- 
port, at length fucceedcd in reviving in 
his mind, that paffion for agricultural 
improvement to which he was naturally 
inclined. A party df labourers were foon 
fet to work, to prepare the ground for 
plantations, which were to be fo dilpofed, 
that ornament might unite with utility. 
Others were employed in clearing fomc 
wafte land, which could ufefuUy be con- 
verted into arable. A third fet were 

• D 4 occupied 
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occupied m cleanings ku?ge filhrpon(}> 
ivhich through ncglcft had been nearly 
JBlled with earth, by which effort of 
.induftry Mr. Dudley. propofed the double 
advantage of draining a morafs and fur- 
nifhing his table with an agreeable luxniy. 
The orchard and garden %indf rwetit . a 
.complete metaniorpho{l$> about t^o thirds 
of the trees in the former wcfc fclkd, 
and thus the chearful rays of the fun yn^ot 
permitted to brc^ in upon .the ^gxwm 
mouldering w^Js of jEfce oW mmfifm. 
The dipt hedge was in p^rt romoved, 
and a neat green piling fubflitiited in its 
* place, and the ornaoiental yew j)ilbf8 
were completely annihilated, tp aiak$ 
rooni for a plantation .<?f Qdorifer9.<i$ 
Ihrubs. Thcfc .alterations involytd the 
Dudleys in fome feriotis difputes with 
Mrs. Arby, who feeling all the local 
attachments age is apt xo indulge, con* 
fid<?red every objeft with which ftic had 
long been familiar, with <> jTort of facred 
regard. JSven the gloom and damp 
which h^d hung for many years upon her 

refldcnce, 
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^fAdcttCOy 'fedrtifed ih Ifcr cfcs a per!eaion> 
Wic k>fe'6f Which 'n6thing»rti^ could fuppljr* 
Dqabtlefil ^ thb totiquiited Dryads 
ttfScttoiicicll, if My toch hihere wcrej 
joftied i^ith Mr». ArbyiA Her regret, btit 
teiictft «te geherd deVaftatityn, ^ hrgi^ 
\Wiilfe R^ftiWich^ttta^ bVerfh^d6wed 
^e dtfit-^«^^w, 'W^% pitfenred WtK 
Wdft ^iWigibus fe*^. A tender fehtiment 
was united to the uncommon beauty ind 
fertility of the plant, to prcfcrvc it from 
deftruftion, for it had been let by Mrs* 
Dudley ifi her childhood* . Her affec- 
tionate ahd grateful daughter, while (he 
clea^edjSt of its decaying branches^ and 
with piptis aflkluity decofoted the fod 

Gxm ^«4ifcfic'e it griw with 

*• 

> The nfide I^rimr6fe tfiftt TMkixh AUs, 

" VfHh 'eb4m^s n^alj, tfift Itahgthfe pcnft/c head, 
•• And€V% Aoj^y dizk fed cmtfToidtry wears :'* 

\. • MltTO^l's Lv'dlDAt, 

Indulged the pleafmg mekmchbly which 
a departed frmhd im^eflei ttp<$n the 
memory, Mih t Ati has foflehied the 

D 5 agonies 
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agpnies of grief into mild rcgrot> and 
pious refignation. . The - 'ap{>roach > erf' 
winter had already :begun tjo ftrip^the 
branches of the Rofcrbufh: of their v<erdant 
honours 5 and Mifs Dudley's thoughts 
were naturally led from the Favages of 
the feafouj to xecpllc(5^ the more terrtblt^ 
devafiations of death* ^ Her melancholy 
XDufe exprefied this idea in the foUpwing 
clegiack fonnet; 

' TO A 

ROSE-BUSH, 

9LAMTEP BT A DBCEASBD FKlEWD'r 

Bob'd in the mantle of luxuriant ^ring. 

To thee the village-nymphs for chaplets foe, 
O'fi &ee tbfijlcc^ extends his £lii^ wiiig. 

Inhales thj fw^ts« and drinks thy nefiar'd dew i- 
Ffom his high throne the flaming lord of day 

Pours on thy borftxng germs bis fervid pow'r,. 
l^Vhiie Zephyr pleaa'd amongft tbj lepivea^to play, 

Cafts thy foft fragrance on eaek meaner flow'r i 
' Thy foliage fliall agaia falute the iktes» • 

Thou (halt not languiifa long in winter's gloom p 
But lifelefs ftill thy honoured planter lies. 

The beama of fnmmer cannot piefce tha tomb i 
Man, lord of all, beneath ^fae itiga pf liffle;. 

Awaits per ft Aion ia a nob|er dime, >. < 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Proving, that the creative power of the 
^imagination may be employed in producing 
pleafurey as well as pain. 

1 HE fupcrior excellence with which 
Mifs Dudley adorned retirement, was not 
wholly confined to the duties of a 
daughter; her heart glowed with the 
pureft flame of benevolence, nor could 
diiappointment obfcure, nor diftrefs ab- 
forb the facred radiance. The inhabi- 
tants of Seatondell certainly prefented 
no very alluring qualities to a polifhed 
mind ; but my heroine confidering them 
in the light of fellow-creatures,, difcovered 
in the common nature (he ihared with 
them, an unalienable claim upon her to? 
difcharge all the focial and charitable 
offices, which dependent and accountable? 
man from " brother man requires." Shc^ 
was not reftrained by obftrving that! 
prejudice, malevolence, and calumny' 

D 6 prevailed 
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prevailed even in this obfcurc retreat. 
She confidcred thcfc hateful paflions as 
the natural charafteriflicks of an ignorant 
mind and an unl^rldlied tiemperj and flue 
£yen conceived k poflible to counteraft 
their baleful effbds^ by exhibiting the 
contrary virtues in the moft amiable point 
of view. This hope was too romantick 
to be the chief motive which regulated 
her conduft, for (he principally looked 
forward to the approbation of her own 
(Tonfcience, whofe filent voice can belt 
appreciate the effe£t$ of external circum* 
fiances^ 

By the mpft -engaging affability of 
look and manner^ Loui(a conquered the 
diflike her wealthy neighbours had con* 
^eived ^ainil herj and induced them to 
vifit the " fine lady,*' who was at firft 
equally the objed of their ridiqule and 
abhorrence. My poor heroine fbon per- 
ceivedf that it would be a vain attenipt^ 
to difculs any of the topicks of conver- 
iation of .which ihe was miftrefs^ and 
prudently afluming the learner^ permitted 

her 



her vifit^nts to lead the difcourfe, and 
endcavoorea to improve herfelf m the 
knowledge of local politicks, and rural 
cEconomy. The matrons were all charmed 
by this modeft humility; and the fair 
Tuftick bcHes perceiving nothing intimi- 
dating or haughty in her manner, endea7 
voured to acquire feme hints relpeAing 
drefs and behaviour, from the graceful 
ftrangerj and almoft forgot their firft 
idea, that (he was come on purpofe to 
ridicule and eqlipfe them. 

Though Mifs Dudley, inftead of fuc- 
ceeding in her weM-meaning defign, of 
healing the village animofities, was forced 
to liften to many a duB detail of wrongs 
and infults j yet fhe derived confiderable 
advantages from the occafional facrificc 
of an afternoon. She more Jclcarly knew; 
the value of candour and placability, by 
perceiving how neccflary they were. to 
tranquillity and felf-&tisfa£lion. Prom 
a tedious uninterefting, converlation Ihc 
returned with double avidity to her fa- 
vourite amufcmentsi her books, h«r 

needle^ 
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needle> her mufick^ her gardeiv the 
focicty of her beloved father, and thofe 
aftive exertions of charity from which 
her limited purfe could not wholly reftraia 
her. Accuftomed to ceconomick atten- 

tipns, fhe knew how to hufband her 

- 

bounty, and by adding, to it her perfonal 
fervices to render a trifle valuable. She 
viGted the fick, confoled the afflidted, 
inftrufted the ignorant, and reproved 
the idle. She founded a village-fchool^ 
inipeded its management, and diflributed 
its rewards. She was not difcouraged by 
the murmurs of caprice, miftake, or 
ingratitude, though they often interrupted 
4ier benevolent plans; for while her 
heairt bore teftimony td the redlitudc of 
her intentions, it taught heir to look for 
her reward in an approbation tranfgen- 
dently fuperior to the changeful plaudits 
of variable man. 

No part of her condudl appeared more 
deferving of imitation than her behaviour 
to.Mr. Walden, the unfortunate Clergy-, 
nran whom I before mentioned. He had 

long 
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long been cxpofcd to. the fgpcrcilioijp 
pe^^e^ of oftentatious wealthy or the 
fude: infult^ of conceited , ignorance* 
Pcpi;eircd by poverty, perpkxed. by the 
carV of proyiding for a numerous familyu 
and haraflcd by the unpleafant temper of 
his wife ; his mind fiihk under the prejBure 
of thcfe accumulated eyils> which his edu-« 
cartion had taught hvp, to fi? el ; and though 
he continued faithfully to difcharge his 
minijfterial duties, he performed thcn:^ 
with the mortifijsd air of a felf-denying 
anchorite, inftead of the cheerful fatisr 
faAion of the Chriftian paftor* 

The Dudleys at their firft arrivat at 
Seatondellj conceived, foi:^ him., a^ ; the 
refpeft- his charader an4 facred fun^p^ 
deferved, and treated him with the moft 
m^rke4. civility. Flattered by an attentipa 
to whip^i^ he. had been fo little* ufcd, hq 
cndeayoy^ed ta revive his dejedted ^iritsj 
and to rei9QUe£t thoie; ^^rceable talent^ 
which had lab bi^ipied in oblivion* ^i^ 
attachment to thei^ ,^ho ^u^f^xpalle^hini 

his 
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hfa tager ttijoytntht bf the long Acnied 
hisfurjr of 'iJteMry CdnvcrfatJon led tefti 
frtqnchtl^^r to theft- hdtifc ; ^hfcrt IblichoUi 
tb'cfcVifeh liis rtiehttl iC^iuittrtieWs,' lift 
aftXibuhy fotrght to engage Mr. Dudftey 
6t hb 'd^ug^fter, tij)Oti' fotite ingehibuS 

tbpitlc ^f ^ftrotiifc. i[^h^ Wttc'tbb fc^A- 
dW tb cafl' tKfS* edriduft by tJte fearfe 
tewtis dr Ttitrufioh, bt pcflanciy. LoUila 
felt h^ppy at beiAg afcfe to g^Vt ^itn. a 
ffjomertt's reljrite ftom thagrin. Faft- frbiil 
ifctSiil^ng a jeft at the fe!xpehce /of liii 
qttaint fuftrcity, bf fchblattick ext)rttebhs ; 
they excufctf hts Mfctipy t^^^^^d his tfiifc 
forcane^; aitd tffecnlcd life -tlftWs, 

Nbr wtts Mrs. AAy ejteihpt item the 

idHd Ittfttietice bf • lJotiifa")5 t^reellthcfes. 
ttapj)ay hlen&Kng the mlftrefs with the' 
fiiendi tod kittdfy iMb^ing fof thft peta- 
kftce and prejiidiee bf age; ftre foon 
taught the tAdi^otiikh i6 ' cdtMtf the 
6ftce dreaded »ri^ t>f her y.oting Mf 
iS *c ghiattffe biefflft^ Yhfe hai kttdVrnl 
ihd tb joiA4h Ui* ^flcrd applaullf, tfrhtcK 
te %tW «f 't? Rtt ^ite^lerft detraiStc'rs 

was 
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was beftowcd upon ,fucli exempdary 
tonduft. 

Thus increafing the happkcfs of s^Jl 
around her, wasit^pofliblefor Mifs-D^ad- 
ley to be wretehad? .Couid a liberal 
reflecting mind tavoid partaking of .the 
felicity itrimpartcd * or^at.kaft, enjoying 
the jiure.latisfadion arifingfrom^tke'COf^ 
fcioufnefs ' of haviii^e -rafted ^right? T4t 
fonietimes^ "when alonci a tear Mreut^ 
.-ftedl.dbwnriier: cbqck. Jt 'Wm «^ *08ttcd 
forth If y recoUedif^^^^endidrfrftdbliAi^ 
cnentSir 'WUIiam Miltonr had ence ofi^er^d^ 
ffor that ;{h£ had re%ned without the ^ieaft. 
^xeluftance \ rbut alas 1 Mr. Pelham "was 
0iot ^uite .fojrgotten^ and Jiis tagreetibte 
xharadber appeased, to greater sadvantag^, 
.when .coniraihed with the. feK^ietsyin which 
ihe now fuppoied her^lf <feftt0sd:to;ipc3fid 
hsx future li&. PiUal piety, fortitude^ 
4ind female delicacy i^nfcied to reftraiu 
the unavailing regret, and fhe never met 
her father but with a fmile indicative of 
' the moflt heartfelt fatisfaftion. 

Mn 
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Mr. Dudley was almqfi perfuadcd that 
the ruin of his daughter's fortune had 
not materially affedbed her happinefs, and 
the thought was a cordial to his deprefled 
Ipirits. He looked forward indeed to 
Chriftmas with anxiety, becaufe he intend- 
ed while Louifa was with her fifter to take 
a journey to London, and endeavour to col- 
left the fcattered remains of his fortune. 
Indie n^an time the hours did not pafsun- 
. comfortably away. The uhufual mildnefs 
- and ferenity of the weather proved favour- 
. able to their rural occupations. The morn- 
ingp were generally fpent in the field, and 
the evenings enlivened by the perufal of 
fome approved author. Our immortal 
Shakipeare held a diflinguifhed place 
amongft them, and it is probable it was his 
animated defcription of a winter, fimilarly 
beautiful, which fugg^fted to Mifs Dudley 
the following addrcfsj to the one fhe Ipent 
at Seatond(:ll. 

somsT 
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''■•"'so-niIet to rriNtER. '. 
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,Be crown 'd with flow'rs, gay winter. From thy wing 
" ' Shake f he round- moutded hail and 0aky Tnpw, 
i ' Bid from Aquarius* nm foft ftreamlets flow, 
; And^Pifceiwantoain the w'arimh of fpring :" : 
Say ^to.tbe fhiv'rifig T\Yins, no longer bring 
Your tulips copy'd from th' aerial bow, , 
Or paint the Rpfeate bad. Let tempeiis blow* ' 
And o*cr the wond'rrng wofld my mantle fling x 
» For ftilt* #ich'Obcron Titania jars, ' - 
< ::r.Affa flpyiitbfiirDlle^iQjieeA indignant flies,' 
While, £lfia iboadroin^ «v ho before tlvefe- wars 

Led jhe fuccei^ji:e.fearQns down th^ ikies, . 
Tlieir charge de(erting; Aipplicate the flars 
To heid the ills that' ifiroim cohtention rife, • 

i CHAP. XXVI. 

T!&r dawn vf Qmnubial FelUity,^ wtb a word 
,prtwo.(mtbe.fk(tfurie'9ffmncnfuig. ;.. 

iVly two preceding chapters were 
peculiarly adapted for tbofe who feel th« 
jnconveoiencicjs arifing from dcpreflcd 
circumftanees, a difagreeablc fituation, or 
an unpleafant neighbourhood.^ It fecjcned 
a Kuin^e office to point, put to them in- 
dependent 
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dependent amufements> and comforts ab- 
folutely beyond the power of fortune. I 
now addreis'to the favourites of the fickle 
Goddefs a few intimations, that they (bould 
receive her bounty widi gratitude, and 
ufc it with moderdtkin -, frequently '^com- 
paring their fituitidn with that of their 
neighbours, in order to induce them 'to 
meet with fortitude the little evils from 
which eiren the faftppaeft huihito livings 
s cannot be e*empt. With fortJtnae did I 
fay, I wanraterm imply;ing the moft cheer- 
ful acquiefcencc i for eonfideringthe qaia- 
mities to which our nature is fubjed, the 
trivial vexations ' of dife are'beneath our 
regard. 

-It mafy beffremtfrnb^fitd, thatTVFrs.mJteri. 
mont;w«& left iji4!he full poffeffion 6f all 
the bleflings the mod flattering imagina- 
trcTn can conceive. No Sbbhcl- 'had her 
father and Alter t<ift'Stannadlrt'e, tlian'fhfe 
liappy pairagreed^O devote dneforf night 
tb tke unin tcrrupti^cl ple'afiflrc of eafch dthe'r *s 
ibcrcty. The Congratulatory ckfds were 
chcrefore anfweraJ, With 'a Wnt'fti'at they 

did 
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aa riipYVs^JlOB <Q i g»nfto4 ipftttdc a/,\wck:; ati 
the P^rk wa$:j^pje^3ifojl)i deferred. 

F(>rftlte hoMur.ofwedddddavio itihaULii 
bfbnviotiiS^di.thfit'.dlK^y.pfirfQrv^ei^ in this.. 
reiq^u^H?^ jhqugfe<;a«4qw to. r 

Z(;^v^y9^^j, thfH hi?f9rft the f*pimtlQnof : > 

that. tiRiify ti^<i.hqjH9 iO».0yc^-.upOli .IcadftB-r 
pimqns. A$; ei^e^-' > a(LY(«ci!&<^b» : aid: tO) 
cpnyei IHticjn ji^r«jf,4^by vwm^ agr«e- . 

mqnt,.thc,ii|^ciblcF|¥*WlTa«^ e«wfl#MWr .- 
rab^tjr of I^y?cl thj»wgbill«ftr«C$l.ijy)l»«it • 

pc>ij5ioq,bw.r3Vi^tQpiGk;>frvQcpavH»: ; 
tUc,^niwiifm^i;4»i*i|fieni«yi'aferd^, ^dhUn 

ap|>fppVi*ii?. l^r. ^y^g^5^)ii^flfoi:tQ,dU&rc«t , 
osCafio(^5,of^{gd4i^ajfp.; ^ , . 

reluSiantty left a very " higfcrJ^yc^ JS**y- ' 

at; Bxig^;l^ln\ftfVIP it^lbp-PI^W at-M^ 
fon!s PMpfiM* w?s^;ij^lijE |€hagr/JMd.t9> 

period- 
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pcriodthan Ihe at firft propofedj ahJ flhefe^'^ 
decorum would not pefniit her to IciaVclhc 
country. till tlic intended vifit Was over, * 
fhe determined that her new' daughter 
Ihbuld deeply feel the ittortificatfeft' of ' 
which flie had been the caufe; It was rfot^ *' 
difficult for her Ladyflrip to endeavour to * 
perfuade herfdfto diflikc a youngs Woman, 
poffeffed of beauty, fweetnfefs, and cle- ' 
gancei It was i, charafter^to which flie ' 
coiild form no pretenfion, - arid naturally 
hated, bec^uie it cclipfcd her own. She 
received the bride with the hauteur of 
affefted fopcriority 5 her plebciiti rank was 
con^dckd by the high-born Lady Gltr- 
raont as ah indelible difgrabe j and her' 
ig;riorahce of the feftidious tiicetics of 
etiquette wliicK Ae'^eat world' requires, 
afforded' ari incxhauftlbk fund of raillery, 
for one who had long confidered /ucb 
knowledge to be the cobi^end^um of 
valuable fcience. ' ' ^. '- 

Mrs. Clermont h'ad been accuftomed 

fibhi Kef'' carlieft infancyf'^tci tnjremitting 

teridcriiefi, and IlieVas bjr nature peculiarly 

* fufceptible^ 
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fufcq)tiblc of unkind treatment, itthereforc 
cannot be wonderful that the diflikc be- . 
twcen the . mother and daughter was re- 
ciprocal. But her Ladylhip's temper was » 
too violent to permit her to confine her's 
to her own bofom. She nurled the dc* • 
tellable deiign of rendering her lefs amiable 
in the eyes of- her impaflioned hufband $ 
and unreftraihed by the ftrong impatience 
vifible in his countenance^ whenever the 
idol of his foul was ipoken of in tetms • 
Ihort of admiration^ fhe continued to 
point the mod: mortifying farcafins againft 
romandck attachmc^ntSj and firll impref«« - 
fions^ mixing her obfervations with thofe * 
faint commendations of Marianne's beauty 
aiid fimplicity, which might almoft be 
termed implied c^nfures. 

Mr. Clermont's behaviour to his mother 
had always been diftinguifhed by reipeAful 
attention, in part arifing from gratitude for * 
the marked preference (he had ihewn to 
him^ and in part from pity at witnetliiigthe 
unkind negled fhe experienced from his 
fatherj and which had greatly contributed 

to 
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to-^fouc a.' tempet^ nsLUitzMf unamiabk; 
ButrJiis xkference as a^ fon was now^put 
ta -ft fey ere. trial, and could fcarccly rcfift 
the flxongcr. feelings of offended love^. 

. One* diiyi after having been particu- 
latif piqued bf his mother** ♦ invidious 

obfe'rvatkuis^ he h^ity- retired t6 his 
wife^s apartracntSy ' to loic the pamftil 
recolk&ioni in her engaging fweetnefe. 
He ' found her in - tears* The tears of *' 
beautjrare intereftings its diftfeflei in^ire- 
thei hfeart'with thc^ warmeft refentmcnt ; 
andiftdk-v Clermont had infinitely more of ' 
thct^I^ught-errant in his character than 
geneiiall^- fails to the lot of in huiband. 
Hr< coloured i her to difclofe the caufe; 
hifi tender, folicitudd^ while it gave* her 
heart the livelielb pleafure, confiderably 
incrjCafed. hfer: tears; for Mrs. Clermont 
had; notyetadoptjcd her father's gdvice, 
of afpirii^ito that iiBore^ exalted* pare of 
oui) fex's chmaidcit, .wkich te^cfae^ois W 

(h«c in the forrowfc of our huflAnd^ 

with imagnanimrty^ and to teac^ them 

fortifiidc:! by our. unobtrvfive ' patience. 

: I She 
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She was the " feeble vine," always cling- 
ing for fupport to " her wedded elm.*' . • 

Sobbing with' diftrefs, which fcemed 
rather to proceed from weaknefs than 
from any real afflidion, fhe at length* 
anfwered his^ importunities, by confcfling 
that her tears proceeded from Lady Cler- 
mont's unkind behaviour. But when Ihe 
found that fhe had excited a tempeft 
which all her (kill could not allay, flic 
deeply regretted the imprudent difcovcry. 
Mn Clermont burfl: from her in a rage, 
and haftened to his mother. A moft 
violent altercation enfued between thcmj 
in which they mutually feemed to forget 
what was due to the facred ties of blood. 
Lord Clermont's authority, and the gentle 
mediation of his daughter, produced an 
tf^tf'r^/ reconciliation; but the feeds of 
difgufl: were deeply fown, and in their 
final effedt were ruinous to Mr. Clermont's 
peace. 

During the remamder of the vifit, 

her Ladyfliip behaved to the bride with 

ceremonious coolnefs and affcfted refpedt. 

VOL. II. E This 
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This behaviour, though iefs reprchenI9>Ie 
than the former, wa& equally pain&l to a 
candid ingemiouB cnind. Mariaane deeply 
peHe&ed upon the preceding events, and 
though there wa&nothing in her hufband's 
behaviour which could be conftrued into 
an implied ccnfure upon her conduftj 
her conlcious heart toM her it had not 
been wortfhy his efteem. She had been 
appriacd" of Lady Clermont's bad temper, 
aad the Mttle influence' fhe poil^fled in 
bcr femiiy was publickly known, ft was 
abfurd to cxpeA to be exempt from the 
gcndEialr inftuence of conftitutionsd ill* 
In^nour^ and cruel to degrade and expofe 
an unhappy woman ^ who already laboured 
under the fevere affli<^ion of a husband's 
contempt. 

On difcovering her paft indiicretion, 
Mrs, Clermont fell into an error not 
QQCommon to a generous foiceptible 
heart. Prompted by a keen fenfe of her 
fault, Ihe cji^termined to apply to Lady 
Clermont for forgivenefij and had the 
application been made with prudence, or 

had 
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had the perfon to whom it was addrelTed, 
poflefled but half the gencrofity of hcr- 
felf, the moft happy efFcfts might have 
been produced. Biat in the letter (he 
wrote (for flie had not courage to name 
her offence in converfation) fhe propor- 
tioned her conceffiona rather to die acute- 
nefs of Her ofwn feeJings^ chan to the 
eaormity of the faulty which was in realitjr 
Qoching nvore than an irrttabW knfk of 
undefcrved provocauons. This Jettcar 
afforded the mafcvolem: Lady Qermione 
the liyelielk fati$fa£Uon« It conyincec) 
ber of her power to diibefs a placable 
fufceptible miod, and Ihe preferred it 
with carcj to be produced as an juncon- 
troverdbk evidence agatnft her daughter, 
OQ any fiiture occafion. Her reply watf 
dictated by great apparent kindne&^ and 
oftentatious urbanity. 



E^ CHAP* 
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t 

CHAP. xxvn. 

A fete cbdmpetre. Exceffive tendemejs is 
Jometimes troublefome. 

" i^OON after the Clermonts returned 
to Stannadine, the congratulatory vifitings 
commenced. Our fociety was unu- 
bially animated J by the - exhilarating 
entertainment of anecdote and obfervation 
which this circumftance fupplied. As 
I have already anticipated the general 
concltifions, and hate repetitions^ I fhall 
haHen to the defcription of a grand fete^ 
given by Mr. Clei^mont, to the inhabi- 
tants of Danbiiiry; for in compliance 
with his father's wifhes^ he had formed 
a parliamentary defign upon our ancient 
relpeftible borough. 

The entertainment confifted of a ball^ 
and fupper^ given in the gardens j in 
which fuch of the company who chofc, 
might appear in an aflumed charader. 
The bride arranged the plan of the enter- 
tainment^ 
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tainmcnt, and perhaps felt a fccret plea- 
fure, that the fuperior elegance of her 
tafte had now an opportunity of publickly 
difplaying itfelf. Every ornament was 
perfeftly rural, and the whole proceedings 
i^ere adjufted with paftoral fimplicity. 
In the attire of. Calypip fhe prcfided as 
xniftrefs of the feaft, and welcomed her 
guefts to her bower with an air of inimi- 
table fweetnefs* Her Ulyfles hung witt 
enamoured eyes upon his fair enchantrefs^ 
and forgot his father's fcnatorial projects. 
Unlike his old archetype, who only re- 
membered Ithaca, even when firft infa- 
tuated by the Queen of Ogygia. 

The company afforded a great difplay 
of charafter, but not all ftriftly claffical. 
Captain Target, with his head drefled 
a la Pigeon, a chapeau under his arm, 
and a fword, exhibited a tolerable modei-n 
Mars. Mifs Cardamum happily returned 
from Scarborough in time for this fcfti- 
vityi rich in polite anecdote, and gayly 
decorated by falhion. She treated us 
with a very lively Diana, in a pink farfenet 

Ej ' jacket: 
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jacket : wWle Mife Dolly Medium cfif- 
played as happy an imitation of Venus, 
in a white frock altered into a Grecian 
fyfii^t for the occafion* For my own 
part, I vras contented with the fimplc, 
unambitious charader of a fliephefdefs, 
ahd put myfelf to no further expence 
than a few blue ribbands, with which I 
metamorpho&d my walking cane into 
a crooks 

I thought the evening excreiftely agree-* 
able, and returned home perfetMy fatifi- 
fied i but my unfortunate facility in being 
pleafed, expofes mt to many inconveni* 
cncies, arid frequently obliges me to 
retraft the applaijie which is Contro- 
verted by better judges. It was deter- 
inined in full confiftory, that the lights 
were ill-difpofed, the ornaments childifli, 
the refrefhments parfimonioufty fupplicd, 
and the bride and bridegroom vifibly too 
much attached to each other, to pay pro- 
per attention to their friends. But what 
was moft lamentable, fo little regard had 
been paid to proper arrangement, with 

refpedt 
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refptdk to tbe dancers> that the Captain 
and Mifs Dolly were placed beloi^ Mr. 
Iftkle and Mifs AUbutj the common 
brewer's daughter* This might indeed 
be the efleft of chance, but fuch mifr 
fortunes muft be expected jfrom the 
heterogeneous mixture jumbled together 
Oft this occafion. It was undotibccdly^ an 
infolt to the Danbury paerieiakns> to invite 
them on. the fame crening with their 
plebetati neighbours, and a breach of the 
etiquette their preicnt member. Lord 
<kimbly> always obferved. As the Cht-i 
rtioiit*s were yomg peopk, it. certainl;^ 
proceeded from ignonmce,' but then a 
friendly hint Ihould be given, that fiich 
im.propri&ties may be avoided in futuj^. 

As thefe obfervatioos were not whilper-i 
cd in clofet$, they were detailed to Mrs. 
Patty, when fhe paid an extraordinary 
vifit to Mife Lappel's in order to le^rn 
wha« was. laid of the entertainment.- A% 
in the opiiiion of. the fanguine Abigail, 
ithai been a compleat piece of perfeAioo ; 
ibe bad anticipated the high encomiums 

E 4 which 
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which would be paflfed upon her lady; 
and by implication upon herfelfj as a 
moft able affiftant in producing the happy 
cfFeft. Judge then of her aftonifhment 
to find it had been voted an abfolute tore. 
Mrs, Patty's tongue was not deficient in 
the grace of volubility, and (he certainly 
poured upon the calumniators a torrent 
of what might be termed retributive 
abufei but when we expeft a panegyrick 
upon our/ehesy to meet only an opportu- 
nity of abufing others, is certainly a mor- 
tification. I can compare it to nothing 
but what a Roman general muft feel, 
who was only permitted an ovation, when 
he expefted a triumph. 

Patty's anger was too violent to eva- 
porate in defamation at Mifs Lappel's, 
and flie feized the firft opportunity to 
inform her lady what her enemies faid of 
her. Whenever my fair readers arc 
threatened with a fimilar communication, 
I will entreat them, for the fake of their 
future peace of niind, to reprefs the im- 
prudence of rifing curiofity, and to filencc 

the 
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the injudicious or perhaps ' malevolent 
. informer. Mrs. Clermont did not exert 
this ufeful felf-command, and Patty was 
too fond of ufing the acid in her mental 
llimulants, to adhere rigidly to truth. 
She aggravated therefore the aggravations 
which Mifs Lappel, through her indig- 
nation at the ill ufage of fo good a 
cuftomcr, had already fupplied ; and thus 
the Danbury critique upon Mrs. Cler- 
mont's fete champctre became at laft 
a moft highly coloured lampoon ^ capable 
of agitating a firmer mind than the fair 
entertainer poffeffed. How extremely 
hard it was to be difeppointed, in her 
firft attempt at gaining popularity. To 
be fo unexpeSledly difappointed too, ren- 
dered it ftil'l more provoking ; for every 
one pf her guefts had declared themfelves 
quite enchanted during the whole evening. 
One latisfaftion ftill^reijiatii^^,' the fym- 
p^thy of an ^ffeftionate hylband. . She 
had made the entertainment jon purpofc 
to oblige himj and doubtiefs he would 
warmly efpou&.hejr caufe.againft a male- 

E 5 volcnt 
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Yolcfit ^drld. Her quarrel indeed was 
only with arcry fmall part of the unirerlc ; 
but injured people are fond of ufing 
indefinite terms. 

' h was at an inaufpiciou^ m<>ment that 
Marianne flew to impart to her deaf 
pmteftor, the cruel injuries fhe had re- 
ceived. Mr. Clermont had employed 
the whole morning in attempting to 
Iketeh a likenefs of the fweet Calypfb, 
who had fo enchanted him a few evenings 
before. After many unfuccefsful attempts, 
he at laft executed a very promifmg out- 
line s but whilft he was bending over 
it, with the mingled exultation of an 
sirtift and a k>ver> a favourite fpaniel 
rufhedf into the room^ and in its ecitacy 
at the fight of his mafter, leaped upon 
the pallet, and entirely obliterated the 
vn^rtunate performance. 

Mr. Clermont had ever borne Ms 
father's peremptory behaviour, and his 
mother's caprice with fubmiffion and 
deference. But the mandates of his 
Lordihip ifiued iiv the compuliatory tone 

of 
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of a defpoclck monarch, and rcccired 
with filent awe, were not calculated to 
eradicate any evil propenfity, nor to 
iiKTukate any generous virtue. Fortu- 
nately his fon had received from nature 
*n amiabfc, affeftionate difpofition; and 
Ks uneorru|yted mind, elevated by a 
fertile imagination, and the ftrong enthu- 
fiafm of early youth, gave a romantick, 
but engaging turn to his charadter. From 
nature fca he received as foils to his 
virtues, impetuous paffions^ and vehe* 
fnence of temper 5 and theft errors no 
paternal precept taught him to fubdue; 
hor did the yet ftirer rule of paternal 
'example inculcate the important duty ^f 
fclf command. The reftratnt which the 
prefcnce of his parents impofrd, was tem- 
porary, and his violence was ftill mort 
apparent wfien that curb was removed. ' 
On opening the door of the library, 
Mrs. ClemrK^C furprized her hufband in 
tht firft paroxyfms of anger > corn:6lii^ 
the tremibfing dog. Though her prefencc 
had always ufed to harmonize his foul, 

E 6 ■ it 
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it rather added to his vexation on this 
occafion. He wiflied to. have concealed 
from his Marianne every dcfeft in .his 
own difpofition. He felt the refentm^nt 
which rifcs in the mind of perfons con- 
fcious of error; a refentmcnt at firft 
extremely apt to fall upon thole who 
. happen to witnefs the fault, inftead of 
pointing the reproof to their own bofom^. 
To her terrified enquiries as to the caufe 
of his violence, he remained for fome 
time filcnt, and at laft complained that fhe 
had interrupted him, when he was mo(t 
particularly engaged. Mrs. Clermont 
immediately withdrew. Per fpirits had 
been previoufly agitated by Patty's gof- 
fiping communications ; this was the firft 
time fhe had ever fcen the " God of her 
fciolatry^' in a light that obfcured his fup- 
pofed divinity. What a difcovery for 
one who meafured the virtues and the 
vices by a gigantick ftandardt She 
reached her dreffing-room,. and finking 

into a chair, fell into ftrong hyftericks. 

Her 
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Pfcr fcre^ms * inftantly alarmed her 
family, and Mr. Clermont was the firft 
to fly to her afliftance. His heart was 
candid and afFedtionate, and foon pene- 
trated by remorfc. He had correftcd 
his dog for obliterating the portrait; 
but he had himfclf cruelly difcompofcd 
the charming original. In the lively pangs 
of compundiion, he flung himfelf at her 
feet ; terrified at the apprchenfion of her 
danger, he implored her fbrgivenefi, 
and ftylcd himfclf the bafeft of villains. 
No pungent aromatick could boaft the 
reviving power which his voice pofiefTed j 
his gentle bride with fobbing tendernefs» 
aflured him of her forgivcnefs, but her 
delicate frame had been too much affe&ed 
by the acutcnefs of her fenfibility, imme- 
diately to recover from the fhock it had 
received. Mr. Clermont attended her 
with the moil watchful fblicltude ; in* 
treaties for pardon, and aflTurances that it 
had been long ago granted, were repeated 
every minute i and if this unlucky inci- 
dent could be termed the quarrel of lovers^ 

it 
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k ceruinly confircned the prorcrb,, by 

yroviflgthe " renewal of love#'* 

The ladjr^s irxdifpoficion ncceffariljr 
obliged ibme of the krf^ms to be pre* 
fcM during the eclaircifiement ^ and as 
uneducated minds are evtr apt to fufpedt 
tnore tlnsn they knowj and to exaggerate 
what they really fee^ tite circvRnftancc 
was foon pvbfifhrd, in a manner not rery 
favourable to the wedded pair. My &ga- 
cioos neighbours entered deeply into the 
difpute^ and feemed willing to allow Mr* 
Cterniont entire poflefloKMi of the epithet 
of ^< ba&ftofvilkins,'' which he had been 
pleaied to affix to his own chara£bcx« 
' indeed general report brought no inftaoce 
to confirm thi» unqusi^d abole > but will 
candour permit us to queftioti the veracity 
«)f voluntary confeflkM. Our inquifitora* 
jgeneral, after bitterly mveighing againft 
the guilt of hypocrify in a young perfon, 
relblved upon a fermanerrt fitting to dif- 
cover the latent depravity^ which they 
-i^ttt certain muftexift. And they exe- 
cuted ^s taft with a degree of watch^ 

fulnefs^ 
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fxxlnefsf that would hare done honour to 
Argus himlelf;. who pctb^ wa& the . 
nychologicat cmblepa of our fiikerfaood. 

CHAP, xxvnr. 

In wedlocks cbaraiters may be iop Jknilar t$ 
pif4duci barpunf. This axiom is p'cved 
iy a loell-ftyught batHe bchnneM fimak 
voettkaefsy and male foUy^ 

VV HILE ptf ikiig the pfeinrivc 
tfif ge over the misfortunes of " poor Mrt. 
Clermont/* that lady had entirely re- 
covered from her mdifpofition ; and fully 
confining in her hufband's aflurance, that 
flie fhouH never behold ^tfinatkft error 
in his temper and condiift again-, fhe 
yielded to the traaiporting reffe^ions 
whieh the expefted arrival of her cjear 
Elfza Milton had excited. Several months 
had elapfed fince the friends had enjoyed 
the gratific^ion of ^ peribnai int€rcd«rle» 
»id' though the imporeant eventi v^hkh 
had takem phce ia that period had been 

dcfcribed 
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dcfcribed by a very difFufe pen; yet, 
many - circumftanccs. would admit of 
further amplification, -in which art both 
ladies were adepts. 

As I cannot conceive that it could be 
from the want of a proper relifh for the 
beauties of feriaale converfation, that Mi*. 
Clermont was not cOnftantly of the party, 
I will afcribe his abience to his conunend* 
able wi(h to. gratify the fair friends with 
opportunities of indulging the confidence 
thfcy.fo highly reliftjed. Delicacies are 
,^pt to fat^ate the appetite, and to produce 
fuch a whimfical craying after novelty, 
as to render the coarfeft food palatable. 
The moft luxurious Epicures fometimes 
prefcribe to themfelyes abftinence, in 
order to excite the. greater relifli for an 
expected dainty. Judging by thefe rules, 
'Mr. Cl^rniont invjted a party c^ ypxing, 
friends to Staftnadine, very foon after 
Mifs Milton's arrival, , They had all 
^ been his companions at fchool as well 
as' at College, and their fogiety had been 

. productive of a thoufand pfc'afures> befiwrc 

defpotick 
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dcfpotick lovC' became the '* ttiafter 
paffion in his breaft/' and *' fwallowed 
up" «very competitor. 

The foils who were thus introduced a^ 
a contraft to female Joftnefs were men of 
fortune, animated by youth aiid lively 
fpirics \ and exceedingly difpofed to enjoy 
themfelves with their old friend. Thdy 
. beheld his happinefs with that fort df 
good-humoured envy, which warm admi- 
ration is apt toJnfpire, and which, though 
it defires as: fortunate, a lot for itfelf, has 
no malevolent wifli to leflen the felicity 
of another. " Where did you meet with 
fuch an angel,. Clermont ?'* was the 
general exclamation] and the epithets 
«' Lucky dog," and <* Happy fellow," 
were interpreted by many hearty ihakes 
of the hand, and wifhes of long life and 
uninterrupted harmony. I could here 
moralize upon the inftability of humaa 
wifhes. 

The young gentlemen were all paflion- 
ately fond of field (ports j it was the fcafon 
for enjoying them, and the furrounding 

country 
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country was favourabk ta tfceir defir^s. 
The reftlefe humour of thdr fex food 
made them weary of fcdcntary amufcmentB, 
one propofed huntings another (hooting> 
a third courfing; buc Mrs* Clermont's 
tender difpofitiofi fuppiicd her wkh very 
ftrong objeAions to ail the three di^er* 
£on$j aAd ihe looked with fo much hor^ 
ror upon the cruel nature of thefb fports^ 
as aknoft to deteft thofe who pra£U&d 
them. She defended the caiufe of the 
dumb creation, with alt the irrcfiftible 
graces of plaintive oratory : and as her 
infinuatihg countenance, no lefe than her 
words, was peculiarly adapted to fofiitn 
the' hearts of her opponents, the majority 
fbemed nmre than half convinced, and 
inclined to' give up their dailing purfuk. 
But one of the young A(5beons, (by name 
Aubrey,) poflcffing more humour than 
implicit deference, encountered the fair 
pleader with a great Ihare of agreeable 
vivacity, at the moment that her triumph 
was going to be acknowledged. He 
gayly aicribed the commiferation the 

ladies 
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ladies generally i«prtflc(5 fortficfufferftigs 
c>f animals of chafe, to iy mpathy, arifirig 
from the recoHeftion of their crwn terrors, 
"v^rhile expbftii to the per fecutrons of the 
grand /«f/«er man. lie cautioned them 
againft the dangerous, thot^h generous 
dttigtiy df diverting the whd/e attention 
of that mifchiievous treature from other 
objcdls of prey, tx> themfelves i and he 
tUuArat^d his argument wkh fo many 
whimdcal }d«a», that ^ t6ud laugh tai^ 
fkUinced his vi<S:ory, Neither Mrs. 
Clermont, nor her echo Mifs Milton, 
dared to oppofe* thetr lively antagonift, 
and a (hooting party was fixed for the next 
morning, to whicJt Mr. Clermont was 
prevailed on to accede, though lie had 
in reality no relifh for the iport. 
• The company had no fooner retired 
than Mrs. Clerino nt began to exert hef 
influence, to detach her hufband from 
what (he termed an inhuman diverfion. 
Certainly ftiooting could appear no better, 

r - 

when her lively imagination had embel- 
Uflied the terror of the poor irirds which 

had 
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had cfcaped, the mifery of fuch as 
were wounded, the anguifh of the dying, 
and. the grief of the furvivors. Mr. Cler- 
xnont heartily wifhed he could have re- 
traced his promife ; but as it had been 
given, thought he mud adhere to it. His 
lady had now a new caufe for dilTuafion. 
Accidents often happened with guns, 
and as nothing but his ftaying at home 
would pacify her> he at length acquiefced } 
but fo unwillingly, that he fpent the re-^ 
mainder of die night in anticipaung the 
i^ukward appearance he fhould make to 
his expedting friencjls in the morning. 
This apprehenfion was not ill-founded i 
the apologies he had framed were, too 
jejune to be admitted i the real caufe of 
his abfenting himieif wa&inftantly guefled, 
and a loud laugh excited ; which Mr, 
Clermont affefted to parry with grea; 
bravery. 

A jeft upon the fubjeft of female- 
ufurpation is dreadfully grating to lordly 
man, and it is peculiarly fo when (as in 
theprefent inftance) it happens to apply. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Clermont declined his lady's invi- 
tation to breakf^il, and as foon as his 
friends had fct off, retired to his ' library; 
and there contiiiued to pace the room 
With defultory fteps j frequently imagining 
he had caught a glimpfe of the chains 
which Hymen is JuJpSted to wear under 
his long faffron mantle. 

Rcfpefting the real exiftence of thefe 
laid chains^ I^ as an old maid^ mud not 
be allowed to give any decided opinion ; 
but as the very apprehenfion of them 
has been known to drive many of the 
** Lords of the creation" frantick, I con- 
ftandy advife my newly-married friends 
to endeavour as much as pofTible to divert 
their hulband's attention from this terrible 
bugbear. I intreat them to hold the reins 
of government, (if by great chance com- 
mitted to their hands,) with circumfpeft 
propriety, and ta furrender them the 
moment that the pofleffion of them be- 
comes dilputed. 
Dinner fummoned the party again 

together. The young fportfmcn, delighted 

with 
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with the jdcafures they had enjoyed, were 
in tnofk excellent fpirits -, but the fretful 
vexation which appeared in Mr. Cler- 
mont's look said manner efieduaUy fup-^ 
prefled the indulgence of geBuiiie mirth. 
A. forced cooverfation w^s fmntly fup- 
portedi and the ladies iboa withdrew. 
The bottle then began naore freely to 
circulate, and Mr. Clermoknt's chagrin 
was not proof to the general hilarity it 
infpired. Odd fchool exploits wer« then 
recollected with infinite fatisfaftion, and 
the clafllcal enjoyments which College 
had produced^ Ic^ none of their attick 
zeft by repetition. In fhort, n)irth ami 
good-humour were completely re-cfta-» 
blijQied m the dining-room. 

Mrs< Clermont was in the mean time 
indulging in a luxury^ of which I would 
prefcribe a moft temperate ufe toall young 
wives: I meaa the dangerous pleafure 
of unreieryed confidence, with what is 
termed a l^o/om friend. The ruin of wed-- 
ded peace may often be afcribed to fuch 
injudicious coounymcatigw, ^ To: wha^ 
I purpofc 
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purpbfe is it ta calk over ait huAand's 
crxoTSj or the littk vcxatiofis which maj^ 
be cafiiaHy endured from him, «flle6 to 
quickeii our feofibility, to keep our minds 
and tmr teinpers in a paioful irritable 
ftatc, and to prevcat diat happy ferget- 
fiifaidB viuch 16 in iDany inftances the 
giteaceft bteffing we can enjoy ? 

Mr. Clermont's ill-humour -was too 
apparent to efcape Mifs Milton's pbfcr- 
vadon, and Marianne^s ftreaming tears 
evinced her painftd fenfe of it. Encou- 
raged by the pleafing fympathy of her 
frieftd, fhe indifcreetly related every little 
incident which had before occurred of a 
disagreeable nature; and the adventure 
in the library was largely difcuffcd, toge- 
ther with Mr. Clermont's anxiety at * her 
illnefs, and his folemn promifes of never 
again giving way to ill-humour. Inftead 
of confidering a breach of that engage-r 
ment as a * conftitutidnal defeft, or a 
tranfient forgetfuln^fs, ancj therefore but 
a venial error, Mife Milton aggravated 
it into wanton perjury^ and confummate 

cruelty. 
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cruelty. She had no malevolent defign 
in fo doings but fhe had never made any 
obfervations upon real life; and Mr. 
Clermont's prcfent behaviour was cer- 
tainly very oppofite to the perfcdt excel- 
lence and perfeft felicity which cxifts in 
the land of Hymen ; as defcribed in the 
Utopian geography of many modem 
novelifts. 

" Ah, my deareft Marianne^" cried the 
affeftionate but imprudent Mifs Milton, 
^ are you indeed united to a lordly fpirit, 
inienfible of the value of your loyely 
tendernefs, your charming fenfibility ? 
I obferved you at table, and felt aftonifhed 
that Mr. Clermont could refift the foft 
complaining anguifh that appeared in 
yoxir countenancie. Hark !— No I am 
not miflaken, the gentlemen are extremely 
lively now. They can enjoy themfelves 
as foon as the reflraint which we impofed 
is removed. Good Heaven ! and have I 
lived to fee my Marianne an impediment 

to her huftand's happinefs ?" 

"My 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. 97 

^^ My father's caxitions/' refumed Mrs. 
Clermont, " pointed out to mc all thefe 
evils, but I did hope that Mr. Clermont 
would prove an exception to the general 
rule. Too plainly do I difcover tliat my 
ibciety has loJB: its wonted fafcinatioh. 
Alas my heart will ever be unalterably 
his, even if he continues to treat me 
injurioufly/* 

Here a fudden interruption prevented 
her from proceeding, and gives me an 
opportunity of clofing my chapter. 



CHAP. XXIX- 



•\ 



The confequentes of a confidantes interfermce, 
when unreftrained by dijcretion. » 

iVlR. ClernicMit aind his friends rofe 
froflSL' table in high fpirits, wd proMxcded 
to the drawing-room in the gay hope of 
j^enditig a pleafant evening. The firft 
olgea.tBcy: beheld; was Mt%. Ckrmont 
rifaag: jfrom; the fopha, tad. loofening.h^r 
. VOL. ir, F hands 
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hands from Mifs Milton's ; her eyes red 
and Iwoln, and her check wet with tears'. 

Confufed, furprifed, and perhaps fe- 
crctly afliamcd of a wcaknefs fhc had not 
time to conceal, fhc could only aqfwer 
the general enquiry of what was the matter, 
widi a complaint of indifpofition ; and 
feizing her friend's arm, hurried to her 
apartment. Mr. Clermont followed, full 
of real anxiety, but when he tenderly 
enquired into the nature of her complaint, 
flie only anfwered him with a foft figh, 
and a requeft that he would not diftrefs 
her. 

Lady G, (in Sir Charles Grandifon) 
complains, that mediators and mediatrixes 
had extended her whimfical difputes with 
her lord, and given them a more fcrious 
afpeft than fhe defigned. There can b^ 
no doubt that the prefent fracas between 
our young people wduld have terminated 
as eafily as the laft, if Mifs Milton had 
not been feized with the warm Knight- 
errantry of friendlhip. Conceiving that 
the timid Marianne wanted an orator to 

.. ' open 
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open her caufe, Ihc informed Mr. Cler- 
mont that his MTifc's uneafincfs had pro- 
ceeded frem his evident ill-humour, and 
Oie requefted him to confider what kind 
of treatment gendencfs and fenfibility 
required. 

To borrow a phrafe from the vocabu- 
lary of Bacchus, Mr. Clermont was a 
little elevated, and confcquendy felt 

the high dignity of man too warmly to 
fubmit to reproof. *^ Does Mrs. Cler- 
mont, Madam,** faid he, *' appoint you 
the judge of my behaviour ?'* Then turn- 
ing to his Lady, he defired her for her 
own fake to behave with more propriety, 
and then humming a favourite tune, he 
rejoined his companion*. 

Neither my hero nor my heroine were 
models of prudence. Mr. Clermont's 
renewed vexation was ftroagly written in 
his face, and he was too much agitated 
to evade his friends* enquiries. They were 
quite in a difpofition tOK enjoy /«», with- 
out retaining fufBcicnt judgment to diftin- 
guifti humour from mifchief. A grand. 

F 2 rebel- 



roo A GOSSIP'S SLTGRY. 

rebellion agaiaft fcmsiit inSue«K:c w^si 
rcfolvcd upon, and^s fucfa projcd^ always 
fuccced bcft whjen rcafon is entirely 
baniflicd, they all determined to fpend 
the evening in high jollity ; and to call 
in Champaign and Burgundy as glorious 
auxiliaries, for the fupporting *<xf male 
authority, and for humbling a wife '5 
fplrit. 

As Mr. Clermont's h^art, in fpitc of 
his refentmcnt, could not be whqUy iHievr 
ated from his M^iannc, hq was the fiH( 
to quicken th« circulation of the gl«6, 
\n order to fiicnce the reproaches which 
h^ could nQt ttndure. Th^ hours of night 
fltw rapidly away, enlivened by what th« 
gentlemen called Anacrcontick fajliea* 
About twelve o'clock, Mrs. Clcrnxont 
difpatchcda requeft to fpeak with her 
hufband ; but the general voice chorufed 
his anfwer, th^t he was particulariy en- 
gaged, and could not leave hi& party tiU 
the morning. 

If the gay Bacchanalians perceived the 
«< broad pmions of time fwifter than the 

wind i" 
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ivind s" to poor Mrs. Ciermoot he ap- 
peared " to creep decrepid with old 
age/' Unkindnefs muft ever fail with 
fevcreft Weight on thofo who have trtt 
been accuftOrlied to extreitie indulgence. 
Mifi Milton'fi ihterpofition had indeed 
been «ble to siggratate a trivial vexation 
into a real forrow, but it was utterly 
incapable of healing the mguilh a tender 
mind endured^ while labouring isivier 
the /!r;/^w»difpleafure of abelovtd hu(band* 
Ml^. Clermont Rung herfclf upon the 
bed, jh-etending flccpittefe, but in reality 
to e&rape from the impertinence cf coa-^ 
iblation : which adminiilered no relief to 
her agonized heart. Her anxious friend 
infifted upon watching her flumbers, and 
pofitiveif rcfofed to quit her chamber* 
This fond attention, eontraftcd with Mr. 
Clermont's cruel ftegfed, rendered die 
latter but more apparent, and fixed another 
dagger in Marianne's breaft. Befidts, 
her faithful Patty believing her lady to be 
afieepi began a converfation in audible 

t J Ivhifpers 
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whifpers with Mifs Milton, of which the 
following was the prefatory fpcech. 

'^ Pray, Madam, what can be the matter 
between my mafter and my lady ? though 
I always thought they would foon fall out, 
for Mifs Lappel has told me, that alPthc 
people in Danbury fay, Mr, Clermont 
is the greateft villain in the world.'* 

" Hufh/' faid Mifs Milton, " fo I am 
afraid j but don*t let your lady hear you 
for the world.'* 

" O,'' replied Patty, '' Ihe is fad aflcep. 
'Tis a fhocking thing. Madam,, that fhc 
ihould be fo married. The fweeteft, 
beft tempered creature in the world.*' 

" It is indeed a fatal engagement," 
faid Mrs. Clermont to herfelf, but her 
defire to heai* more kept her filent. 

" Pray, Mrs. Patty, do you know how 
this m^tch was brought about ?" enquired 
Mifs Milton. 

". It was my old Lord's doings. Madam. 
To be fure there muft be a fate in thefe 
things. Perhaps they wanted money at 
the Park j but I think it was not fo 

neither. 
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neither. Mr. Clermont never let my 
lady have any reft ; teaze, teaze ; but fuch 
hot love is generally foon cold, as the 
feying is/' 

" Not always fo," returnc;d Mifs Mil- 
ton, " but only with fuch ungrateful 
wretches as he." 

. "Wretches indeed, Madam. Well, 
to be fure, you only fay what all the world 
docs of him/* 

Here Mrs. Clermont's agony could no 
longer be fuppreflcd. She fell into violent 
^ts, and it was at this period that the 
me0age was fent to Mr. Clermont, and 
the anfwcr returned, which I have before 
ftated. TJic footman was again difpatched 
to fay that his lady was extremely ill ^ 
but he judging his mafter-'s prefence, in 
the ftate he then was, could afFord^no con- 
folation, brought for anfwer that Mr. 
Clermont was extremely forry, but really 
was unable to attend her. 



F4 CHAP. 
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4 

CHAP. XXX. 

Human pajions, like the Jhi^ vary fhm. 
iemfefts i^Julkn c^Jms. 

L HE night pafled in icencs of dtf- 
tra£lion -, I fhall now ufher in the momiilg. 

^rs. Cleraiont, ^aufted by her ftrong^ 
emotions^ funk into a flumber^ in wkic& 
&e had coHtinued a few liotirs, whtn Mr. 
Clercnont and his friends awoke^ A con* 
fuied recolledion of what had paf&d^ 
mingled with much ftcret compuiiftioii i 
for the delights of intemperance will nev^r 
fland the teft of returning reafon. 

The vifitants^ on being informed that 
Mrs. Clermont was exceedingly indil^ofcd, 
judged that their remaining longer at 
Stannadine would be a great impropriety j 
and defirous to remedy as far as poffible 
the evil they had caufed, at taking leave 
of Mr. Clermont, ftrongly urged him to 
animmediatc reconciliation with his lady. 
Shocked at the idea that the world Ihould 

know 
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know that he and his beloved Marianne 
were at variance, he fat agitated by the . 
xnoft fenfibte regret, which his friends 
ftrovc to dimiftifli, by foftcning his 
ofietice into a vmud failing. 

The tnofnwt their carnages drove olF, 
Mr* Ctermonc went imo his wife*s apart- 
ment ; but not «^ith that lively tranfport 
which i$ cxpreffive of the happy hufband* 
She had jijft rifcn from her bed, and did 
I indulge itiyfclf in the ufe of fimilcs, 
I might now juftly apply the trite one, 
of A broken lily wet with rain. Her palt, 
idejcdbcd afpeft, heightened in Mr> Ckr- 
mont^ fftirtd the ' tender fenfibility which 
refefi^rmitm and inebriety had obfcured : 
-h^ fokie^ her lA his arms, and ^th im- 
paflioned agony befought her to forgive 
iKinu Mrsv Ckrmont afibred him that 
Ak did, but her averted eye, and half- 
fti!flt<l fob^ gave no pleafoig confirma- 
tion to hfer words, 

Mn Ctermoitt w^ked to the wrndow 
-mottitilll tod dejefted. Undoubtedly 
hz n^afr too arrogant in expeding his recent 

p 5 - provoca- 
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provocations could be immediately for^ 
gotten, and himfelf received with a com- 
placent fmile. I am, however, afraid that 
the generality ofhufbands, from the high 
idea they entertain of their own fuperiority, 
would be apt to think a wife very capricious 
who fhould retain her refentmcnt after they 
have made the fligbteji conceflion. Men 
are remarkably tenacious of their opinions, 
and fince protrafting a domeftick quarrel 
muft always be at the hazard of future 
happincfs, I muft advife my fex to be 
" cafily entreated." I can affure them 
that a placid fmile will convey a very 
-forcible reproof to a generous heart con- 
fcious of error, and that forgivenefs is 
not the lefs valuable becaufe it is cheer- 
fully beftowed. 

After a moment's hefitation, Mr. Cler- 
mont determined upon another effort; 
** You have been ill> my dear," faid he, 
" I hope you are better^" A faint aflSr- 
mative was the * only reply. " I conjure 
you, Marianne, by all our former happir 
nefs, do not treat nie with indifference.. 

I feel 



1 
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I feci more compunftion than I can ex- 
prcfs when I recoUeft the paft ; but let 
this acknowledgment fuiEce. Banifli the ' 
events of yefterday from your remem- 
brance. : Give me your hand, and promifc 
to think of them no more. She coldly 
jgrave her hand, and with a forced fmile 
uttered the defired promife. 

Though it would be very entertaining 
to a profeffed goflip, to follow our young . 
couple's proceedings in a journal-like 
narrative, the apprehenfion of not meeting 
vv^ith the congenial foul of a fifter-gofiip 
in my readers, impofes brevity. The* 
Clermonts continued to behave to each 
other for fome weeks with civility inftcad 
of tendernefs, and with attention inftead 
of confidence and harmony. The con- 
verfation Ihe had overheard between Mils 
Milton and Patty, cruelly agitated her 
mind, and induced her to view all her 
huiband's aftions with;the alkance eye of 
fufjpicioo; .while her . knowledge of the 
violence of his temper imppfed a fort of 
terrified compliance^ Mr. Cleripont on 

r 6 ti^e 
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the contrary, attributed his Marianne's 
melancholy referve to an impiacaUe dif* 
pofition, and feeling unwilling to gratify 
her pride by any further fubmiiTioiH he 
permitted his attachment fer his once 
adored idol inlenfibly to dectin^. 

After having for fome time filently 
endured the agonizing teitor^ which the 
fear of an htifband's unworthinefs muft 
excite ii> an ingenuous hearts Mrs. Cler- 
mont unfortunately refolved to difburthcn 
her mindj by confcffing to Mifs Milton 
diat ihe had overheard the converfation 
between her and Patty, .That lady can- 
didly acknowledged, that th$ violent 
epithets (he had ufed againft Mr. Cler- 
snont^ proceeded from her lively intereft 
in her friend's fufferings^ and not from 
her knowledge of any fccret depravity. 
H But," added fhe, " I m\ afraid your 
maid can give you further information." 

<* Will my enqiiiries be juftifiable, and 
to what purpofe will they tend ?" refumed«» 

Mrs. Clermont. _ 

They 
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« they mil at Icaft rtlicrt the angutlh 
or fufpenfe, and if* he appears inno- 
cent, j^our harmony will be in fome de- 
gree fcftoredi if the contrary, you will 
have the comfort of knowing the worft, 
and the fooner you iare feparated frotti a 
depfaved hufband. 

'* Separated !*' — EKclaimed Mrs. Cler- . 
mont, turning pale with terf ot,^* for heaven's 
fake Eliza, how could you fuggeft fuch an 
horrid idea J you little know with what paf- 
fionate attachment my heart is irrevocably 
his. But let us change the lubjeA, for I 
will make no inquiries that may lead to 
fach a horrid tataftrOphc.** 

*'* Aft as you judge beft /* tctumed 
Mifs Milton, ** 1 have only mentioned 
whit an artachrtient like that you exprefi 
would tirge fm to do. i confefe, uncertain- 
ty feems to me the m6{t dreiiful of all 
conditions J and recoiled -my dcar^ that 
the event you ftiuddeV at, is at afl time& 
6ptlonable,. and not the certain e6nfe- 

quenc<? of ybur e'ndeavourtftg' ttTr^aflitfe 
your mind/* 

To 
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To this fallacious reafoning, Mrs. Cler* 
mont weakly yielded her *' better judg- 
ment," and Patty was applied to for fur- 
ther information. Mr. Clermont's be- 
haviour had been fo truly inofFcnfivc in 
every refpeft, but in the inftances I have 
detailed, that Patty had; nothing new to 
communicate ; but out of her great zeal 
to make her lady eafy^ ftie undertook the 
office of fpy upon her matter's condu6b> 
and opened an indircft communication 
with the Danbury infpeiSlors. 

Nothing however could be procured 
but petty dctraftions, and general invec- 
tive; fo evidently the refylt of malice> 
as to be .even in Patty's opinion undeferv- 
ing of repetition. During the courfe of 
thefc inquiries, Mifs Miltori tcrnjinated 
her vifit ; Mr; Clermont's mind was ftill 
fo little in unifon with his Marianne's, that 
he rejoiced at the departure of a perfonj^ 
who- he perceived washoaoured with that 
confidence, and thofe niaf ks of aSe£lion, 
yrhi<;h he believed t:o..be,excl\ifivcly his 
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right, while flic bitterly regretted the 
abfence of her. dear companion. 

The happincfs of the Clermonts foon 
aflumed a more favourable appearance. 
The indefatigable Patty could hear nothing 
that was of fufficient importance to diflurb 
it, and her lady indulged the hope that the 
cxpreffions which had fo deeply difturbed 
her mind, were only ^'unweighed words," 
or thoughtlefs repetitions of the vague ca- 
lumnies of envy and malevolence. She 
and Mr. Clermont equally felt the pain oF 
difcord, and they began infenfibly to re- 
afTume the tender affeftionate behaviour 
which had endeared the early hours of 
their union -, when this fair promife of fe- 
licity was interrupted by ah unfortunate 
incident. 



• I 
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CHAP. XXXI.. 

Peiy ptiliOtiHe fd the Lxfrd^ ^ !tbe Ottdtkn^ 
as If -exbilnts tbm in ibep^ffi^ffhn tfpkni^ 
tuie of Ptmet. 

m 

iNcompllanw with hcf friend's part- 
iitg fequcfl, Mr6. Clctmont had givtn a 
folcmn promife of cofttinuing h^r journal; 
and as it was to be truty cifcunnilantial^ it 
neccflarily employed great part of her 
time. While thus engaged, ihe generally 
locked her door to prevent interruption ; 
but one day having unfortunately forgot- 
ten that precaution, Mr. Cleriiiont fudden- 
ly appeared. Three ftiects of papef had 
been filled ready to difpatch j to lay the 
truth, tliey were as innocent a compofiton 
as ever iflued from a female pen : but as 
they contained a repetition of what had 
paflcd in converfation between herfelf and 
hufband, with comments on the happy 
change in his behaviour, fhe anxioufly 
wilhed to conceal them from him ; and 

on 



A eOXSIP^S STOXY. irj 

fmit) htr, ihe dinew them in&> ihe fiitj; 
ftfld watthisd Attn till conRuKieds with 
ferious folrcinxk. 

Mr. Clermoiit's mind was not whoUf 
ffcc from cbe meannefs of fuipidonj and he 
fek deeplf mortifiod at the idea olf a wi&'to 
cotKxaliog fccrets from hiai> which ifae 
implicitly confided to another. He iiip- 
prelfed his chagrine a£ the moment i but 
fince hb (curiofity to pitneimte into this 
iotaerditSfard corre^ondente wts irrefiftibie^ 
ht determined to uie mj nlieans to deve- 
k)J>c the myftery. 

He foon procured a ktter of Mifs Mil** 
ton's> and upon breaking the feal^ realised 
the proverb reipeAcng the ikte of fiii^ici-^ 
dm peofdle, for certainly the firft para<« 
graph was not very complimtntal to faim«- 
&lf: it fblioW5»»-«* 

*^ Do not my dcaneft Marianne dunk me 
infenfible of the pleafure you exprefi) at 
your hu&and's appearing conscious of hir 
cruel ii!ijurious tt'eatmtntof youi I rejoice 
that your meek fenfibilityi at Isft fetms to 

touch 
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touch his heart with remorfe, majr the 
(pompundbion be lading ! But oh, my iweet 
friend^ guard againft the gmiable fufcep- 
tibiiity of your temper, nor any longer 
fix your happincfs in the frail promifes of 
weak irritable man. Recollcft your fa- 
ther's admirable precepts, and contract 
your fond afieftion for one who never de- 
fcrved, and does not return it." 

If Mr. Clermont had poffefled fufiicient 
patience to perufe the whole letter i he 
would have found the afperity of this para- 
graph foftened by feveral conceflions in 
his favour, and would have perceived the 
epithets " weak" and " irritable,'* which 
had mod. piqued him, were in reality in- 
tended as a cenfure upon his whole fex«' 
But his paflion entirely overcame him, and 
flying to his lady's apartment, he peremp- 
torily charged her immediately to break 
ciF^l connexion with an artful, bafe ca- 
luniniator, who under the fpecious maflc 
of friendlhip, dared to interfere in the 
fiicred concerns of wedlock, and to tra- 
duce a hulband's charader even to his 
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wife. He concluded tvith a threat^ that; 
if fhe refufed immediate compliance^ l^e 
Ihouid never fee him more i and after thus 
juftifying Mifs Milton's fentiments by his 
condu<5t} he tore the letter into a hun- 
drcd pieces, and rulhed out of the room. 

Mrs. Clermont remained for fomc mo-* 
ments ftufified with furprifc, and galingi 
upon the fragments, in which fhc recog- 
nized the writing ofher dear Eliza. Te^rs> 
her ufual refource, at length came to her 
relief, and fhe was indulging in a very^ 
plentiful flow, when a fervant entering the 
room, announced the arrival of Mr» and 
Mifs Dudley ; Marianne flew to meet them, 
and for a moment forgot her forrow in 
their embraces. . . 

Itiauft now account for their fudden 
arrival, Mr. Dudley was haftened to 
London by letters from his agent, inform- 
ing him that a clear difcovery had been 
made of the long fufpe<Stcd villany of the | 
elder Tonnereau, and that in confequencc 
he was taken into cuftody j Louifa's ardent 
defire to fe^ a jGfter, whofc letters had for 

fomc 



timfe time betrayed an txpr^U)ri&tttn6tt 
mela^holyi fftduced hcl- to expeditt feci: 
intended vifit to StannaditiiJ. 

Mfs* Clermont did i|ot Watt for thek 
inquirks to cxplam the rea^n for the te*rs 
which ftiU fwam in her radiant eyes j Iht 
frankly owned that her father had. formed 
the jtifteft eftimate of thd married H^te^ 
but added, that perha|» even be would not 
have cxpe€k6d that Mr. Clertftont*B lore 
ihotild already have fo for evaporated, a& 
t6, permit him toinfift tipon her abandon^ 
irtg a friend, who had been the chief bleff* 
ihg of her life. She fobbed out her fefo^ 
lutioh never to renounce her Eliza, and 
then afked if her lot was not that of pecu- 
liar mifcry? 

*^ No, my child,'' fatd Mr. Dudley, 
** you only participate in the ills commoft 
to hUnrnnity; and I have a fadsfadlon in 
i^gedingi thai the troubles arifing from 
# contrariety of temper and opimon, may be 
remedied by prudence and condeffion, 
Mr. Clertnont has doubtlefs reafons to 
i*rgc for this ^tttmptoxY J^k. Where ia 

he? 
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he ? I muft fte hiaii W4 brixjg about ao 

A fervaqt bcmg fuovmoxiqd, informed 
them^ thatNlUs mailer was gooc. out on 
JiorCeib^k* aqd k^ refufcd auy attend- 
ance, Mr3» ClermoBt'i^ diftrefs now af- 
ilioied the apjpearanqe ^f pbren*y,. ftoqi 
apyrehe^nfiofts rcfpcfting the fafcty of the 
pcrfon^ i«kom (he a few moments before 
confidered as a relentkfs tyrant. Every 
doaieJJicK was diipatched la fearch of the 
dear fugitive, andfcarccly could the efforts 
of her fethcr and fitter retrain her from 
JQining tbem. 

InteUigence at length arrived, that lie 
had be-en fe^n on the road to the park.; 
Mrs. Clermont npw earneftly preffed. her 
father to follow him^ and to conjure, him . 
immediately to return home. Nothing 
clfc could alleviate; her anxiety, and hav- 
ing obtained thi$ prqmife from T^/lr. Dud- 
ley, ibc became tolerably calm. 

Lpuifa's heart not only melted with pity 

for her f^fter's wild difltrefi, but for the 

filppt ang^ilh which opgreffed her de- 
I ' jefted 
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meot her blkd partiality for a dangerous 
womaHi who affumcd the pretext of fricnd- 
ihip>. to further her execrabk deligns 
againft his peace. Lord Clermont, though 
kf$ viokat than his (on, was/rai/y of opi- 
nion^ that the intijcxiac]^ wkh MiJ& Milton 
muil: be ioMiiediately terminated j and 
Lady Chsawixt, whQ happened unibrtun- 
ately to be 4C tJb^ p^k, took this oppo^^tuai*- 
ty to vent her farcaftick malignity. She 
terjned Marianne a weU-aae^ng young 
creature, , hut to bcr certain kno^K^kdge, 
too deficient Ht her ide« of propriMy> to 
he entii^ly ini^ftii^ with her own c^a- 
dMft*. 

Ifig^ I>udk^ checked the refenctncnt of 
wqundcd pet^rn^ af¥e£|ion^ by rccoUeft- 
ii^ hi€ cha?a4^r of ifiedtatof • He gav^ 
up Mifs Milton's CQn4uA. %s wholly in- 
<^e&n$bk i md ia general coademned 
confidents a^ ditfigerpus ta inammomal 
pe?u:c. But be. uigcd ^ ^^pn^ty of 
gl^ntly loo£rning thcdle des, wh^:^ t^oiigh 
ahfolutfiljf; ^^taft^H^iM^ a, i^^. in^ence 
ov^rhisiJ^yg^ft^r'^ffHiidii. TheveftjrwQrd 
. , Mr. 
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Mr. Clermont had ufed (facrificc) im- 
plied reluftance, and he pointed out how 
much more defirablc it was that her reafon 
ihouldbe convinced relpefting the im- 
propriety of her friend's conduft, and 
confcqucntly the neceiTity of diflblving 
the conneftion j than, that a fudden breach 
Ihould be impofed upon her, as an a6t 
of obedience. In the former cafe, Mr. 
Clermont might expeft his wife would 
foon look up to higi with grateful defe- 
rence, for having refcued her from a 
dangerous error ; in the latter, a recol- 
lection of the violent meafures which had 
been taken, would induce her to honour 
her fevered friend with a regret of which 
flie was unworthy. In c6nclufion he 
Virged his fon-in-law to a generous uncon- 
,dirional return, by the confideration how 
powerfully fuch a conceflion would affeft 
his daughter's heart. 

Lady Clermont here interfered, and 
prevented thefe arguments from ^deter- 
mining the yielding hujfb^nd. She pro- 
duced the letter ' in which the ihcautious 

VOL. 11. G but 



xtz A GOSSIP'S STQlty. 

but well-intentioned Mai^anne had con- 
feiTed, that weakncfs aild precipitate con- 
fidence were her ccmflitutional failings. 
Her Ladyihip prevefnted all the impreflion 
the unqueflionable ingenuoufnefs of this 
acknowledgement might have made^ by 
obferving that fhe h|ad long ago entirely 
forgiven the little offence which this letter 
was meant to palliate, and only produced 
ic as a proof of the indiiputable necefllty 
of her fon's fupplying the firm decifion, 
which the dear creature confeflcdly wanted, 
and of his refcuing his amiable wife from 
fuch a dangerous friend as Mifs Milton 
was. This opinion met with general 
approbation, and Mr. Dudley on his 
return to his daughter, recommended 
unconditional fubmiflion, as the only terms 
on which Mr. Clermont wotdd confent 
to return home. 

« I do not," faid he to Mrs. Clermont, 
" now urge your determination by com- 
mon motives. Every thing which ought 
to be moft dear and facred to you, is at 
ftake. It is not four months fince the 

2 world 
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world &w fovL enter into marriage, under 
the happicft aulpices of mutual love. 
Your difagreements cannot be concealed, 
and the mod: candid will hardly be able 
to perfuade themfelves that they could 
have proceeded to this length, without 
fomewhat criminal on one fide at leaft. 
Let your ftory, my dear girl, be told even 
by a partial friend, believe me the pru- 
dent part of the world will feverely re- 
probate an attachment (though to a 
female) to which you can refolve to facri- 
fice die higher duties you have recently 
bound yourfclf, by the moft folemn and 
inviolable oaths, to fulfil." 

" Are then the names of wife and friend 
incompatible ?" exclaimed Mrs. Clermont. 

*' I will give you my opinion on that 
fiibjeA hereafter, at prefcnt the known 
duty of a wife calls upon you for imme- 
diate performance. Rifk not your future 
happinefi by any further delay. Take 
your pen, and di£bate an adieu to Mifs 
Milton. It may be affeftionate, but let 
it be determined; and then recal your 

G 2 hufband 
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hufbaiwi whilft it is yet in your power to 
rccal him." 

Mrs. Clermont rclufltantly complied 
Her letter to her Eliza was blotted with 
tears, and incoherent through diftrefs. 
After one gentle reproof, it was filled with 
copious complaints againft the hard necef- 
fity which impofcd a feparation^ and 
with proteftations of inviolable regard. 
To thefe fond ebulUdons of love, Mifs 
Dudley fubjoined a foftened narrative of 
the events which had led to the prohibi- 
tion; and (he urged Mifs Milton, by all 
her regard for her Marianne's future peace 
not to attempt to difpute its validity. 

I will infert Mrs. Clermont'^ letter to 
her hulband — 

" I have complied with your injunftions, 
and have given up for you the friend 
whofc afFedion conftituted my chief 
felicity for fourteen y^ars. A friend 
whofc onlv fault was indifcr^et partiality 
for me ! In doiag this, I have torn from 
my heart its deareft objeft, yourfelf alone 
excepted My regret cannot be dilguifed^ 

nor 
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nor willit yield to time. Your rinewed 
and unifopm tcndcmefa can alone rccom- 
pence me, for the facrificc you have en- 
joined. Return, my Edward, immedi- 
ately, and fave your once beloved Mari- 
anne from finking under the weight of 
her forrows." 

Mr. Dudley did not difapprove the 
.pathetick fuicerity expreffed in this 
letter. It had the dcfired effeft. Mr. 
, Clermont immediately returned to Stan- 
.nadine; again intreated his lady to forget 
• the paft, and encouraged her to look for- 
ward to future golden days, by the gracious 
affurance that he would always remember 
her meritorious compliance. 

; CHAP. XXXE. 

^he author's opinion of the politicks of Hymen, 
feem to be in favour of a limited monarchx* 

Though the quarrek of the Cler- 
monts might in their violence,, frequency, 
and fpecdy termination, be juftly com^ 

G 3 pared 
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pared to the dHputes of children, they 
did not end in fuife £b cordial a reconci- 
liation. It is perhaps impoffible to 
** pluck memory froip her feat,*^ or to 
** erafe a written trouble from the brai/i,'* 
when the mind has pajflcd the firft ftage 
of adolefcencc. Mrs. Clermont recol- 
Icfted that every difagreement had been 
adjuftcd with increafed difficulty, her ex- 
perience of the paft gave her but 
a melancholy anticipation of the future, 
and the renunciation of fo dear a connec- 
tion was too painful, and impofed in too 
authoritative a manner to be cheerfully 
fubmitted to. The fear of offending 
taught her to try to conceal her grief> 
but her pallid cheek and fwoln eyes the 
next morning, plainly proved the night 
had been fpent in tears. 
• Confcious of paft feverity, Mr. Cler- 
mont endeavoured to conciliate his wife's 
affeftions, by more marked attentions to 
her father. He earneftly preflcd him to 
poftpone his intended journey to town, 
to give up all endeavours to recover his 

fortune^ 
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fortune, and to depend entirely upon the 
fteady friendffiip with which he would 
cheerfully ufe every effort to alleviate his 
Ibrrows. Mn Dudley's conduft in in- 
fluencing his daughter's- Aibmiflion, had 

banifhed from her hufband's mind a fuf- 

* 

picion which an e:jq>refnon in Mils Milton's 
fatal letter excited, and Mr. Clermont 
now felt gratefully inclined to promote 
the wilhes of a man, whio had gratified 

his. , ' 

** Make my child happy,^' faid Mn^ 
Dudley, " and you will impofe upon me 
flie higheft obligation/' 

Mr, Qermont threw his eyes upon the 
ground, and with a remorfeful airfaid, 
it (hould in future be his ftudy to prove 
how highly he rated her compliance. 

** I do not. Sir, mean to reproach you, 
or wholly to vindicate my daughter -, but 
I wiftx ftriaiy to caution you againft two 
errors. Avoid calling in any pe/fon to 
witnefs your little domeftick dilputes; 
a mediator in matrimonial quarrels is more 
likely to widen than to heal the breach. 

G 4 Rather 
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Rather chiifc to keep every difagreement 
a profound fecret^ for if the/ are at all 
expofed^ curious impertineAts will publifh 
them with added circumftances^ and how- 
ever painful thefe circumftances are to 
yourfclvcs, the world will find in them 
matter for entertainment and ridicule. 

" Let me alfo, my dear Sir, intreatyou 
to look upon your wife's errors with the 
tendered indulgence. If an aftion can 
bt. referred to two motives, kindly affljt 
that which is leaft reprehenfible. You 
ufed an cxpreflion at the Park, Mr. Cler- 
mont, it was inconfiderately uttered, yet 
it ftruck me to the heart. You called my 
child ungrateful. Her heart is devotedly 
yours, you may break it by unkindnefs,* 
but you cannot eftrange it. She is young,. 
inexperienced, and romantick, but Ihe 
is not, cannot be ungrateful. Ingratitude 
is the vice of a narrow or depraved foul„ 
it never exifts in a warm impaffioned dif- 
pofuion. Oh, Sir, pardon ray agitation^ 
but the -daughter of the exalted woman 
I have long lamented> and fpecdily hop^ 

to 
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to rejoin, never could difgrace her j 
mother's memory hy ingratitude to aa 
affcftionate hufband/' 

«' Proceed/' faid Mr. Clermont. 
'^ Your words fink into my foul, have 
you more to urge ?" '^ Nothing !'*.rcplied 
.Mr. Dudley c^mphatically, and grafping 
him by the hand ; " except that you will 
never fufFer my Louifa to want a pro* 
t€ftor> oranafylum/' 

The ladies here eateredy and Mr. Cler- 
mont turned afide to conceal the emotioa 
Mr. Dudley's folemn reproof had excited.. 
The fond father took this opportunity to 
flip a letter into Marianne's hand. . " I 
had much to fey to yoii, my dear child/' 
iaid he, " and it is of too important a 
nature to be intrufted to the vague im- 
preflion convcriatiori imprints upon the 
mind. Your worthy huftrand has urgtd 
me to rcfide with youj his requeft is the 
more pleafing, as it evidently proceeds 
from his alFeftion for you. If 1 live I 
fliall be often with you : if not, confult 
that paper, I fhall fpcak iait.when dead/' 

R5 At 
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At thefe words his daughters burft into 
tears. ** I miift go widi you to London, 
Sir/' fatd Louifa. " You (hall not leave 
me while you indulge thefe affli£);ing 
forebodings/' 

*' My mind is uncommonly tranquil 
and ferenej my dear girlsj this morning. 
I wonderj Louifaj you do not perceive my 
artifice. I wifhed to make a deep im- 
prellion upon Marianne's mind, and fee I 
have fucceeded. Dry your eyes, my 
darlings, and bid a cheerful adieu to that 
father whofe only remaining wifh is, to 
fee his children happy/' 

While Mrs. Clermont threw herfelf 
into her father's arms in an agony of 
affefHon, the dignified Louifa raifing her 
meek eyes to Heaven in a filent ejacula- 
tion, implored its beneficent attention to 
that interefting object, a good man in 
affli6lion. The air of forced gay ety which 
Mr. Dudley aifumed at parting, coxild not 
baniifa the dcjeftion the folcmnity of his 
cxpreflions had infpired. His daughters 
followed him with their eyes as long as 

pollible. 
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poflible, and then filently withdraw to 
their rcfpeftive apartments. 

I (hall conclude this chapter with a 
copy of his letter to Mrs. Clermont. 

* Before I leave my Marianne, happy, 
*Itruft, in the recovered afFeftions of her 
^ hufband. I will give her my promifed 

* opinion, relpcfting a fubjeft to which 

* I thought herycfterday too much agitated 

* to attend. 

* You aflced me if the name of wife 
' and friend are incompatible, certainly 

* not. They are titles which mutually 

* refleft luftre upon each other ; and I 

* have ever confidered fhat young woman 

* as particularly fortunate, who had fecured 
' the eftcem of fomc difcreet matron, and 
' regulated her condufl: by the didates of 

* experience. I muft, however, repeat 

* that a wife (hould retain no connexions 

* which her hufband decidedly difapproves. 

* A prudent woman indeed will never 
^fcrrn any which can give pain to a rca- 
' fonable man. She will chufe her friends 
' with judgment, confide in them with 

c 6 * caution. 
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« caution, and love ^ them with finccrityi 
^ yet ftill with moderation. You may 
f think thcfc limitations cold and narrow, 

* they are fuch as you ought always tp 
f regard. 

' Female friendlhip, my child, is often 

* difgraced by a ridiculous imication. Two 
^ romantick girls felc<9: each other from 
^ the general mafs of their acquaintance 

* as fancy diftatcs. They relinquilh the 
' praftice of acknowledged virtuesi to 
' indulge in a frivolous intimacy, and 

* while they gratify a propenfity for mere 

* goflip, capricious expeftations, and 

* faotaftick defires> fuppofe that they 
^ exhibit a model of one of thofe angelick 

* pcrfeftions which dignify our natures. - 

* You fay you have been accuftomed 

* to communicate every fcntiment of 
' your foul to your dear Elila^ and you 

* think while fo doing, you were at leaft 
« inmcently employed. Time was not 

* given us to be idled away \ has any 

* moral or mental improvement refultcd 
' from this correspondence ? Your heait 

^is 
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is good^ your undcrftanding not con- 
temptible ; yet could you without con- 
fufion fee thofe fcntiments publickly 
divulged, of which you have made her 
the unreferved depofitory. Has not the 
defire of Jiavin'g . fomewhat to commu^ 
nicate, induced you to form a prccipi^ 
tace judgment, and to utter opinions 
which you afterwards wifhed to retraft. 
Have not the commendations and tender 
expreffions you have been ufcd to re- 
echo to each other, vitiated your afFco- 
tions, and. rendered you lefs fenfible of 
the tempered but uniform attachment 
of your other connections* 
/ But fuppofing this perverfion of time 
pardonable in early youth> it can no longer 
be cxcufablc i and had not Mr. Clermont's 
difapprobation fuddenly obliged you to 
terminate your connexion with Mifs 
Milton, 1 Ihould have thought that 
your fcnfe of the higher duties to which 
you arc called, would have convinced 
you of the neceflity of appropriating 
kfs time to i^ultiplicd. expreffions; ©f 

« unmean- 
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* unmeaning tenderoefs. You are a wife, 
' my love $ you will I hope fbon be a 
^ mother -, you are the miftrefs of a 
^ family $ you are a perfon of fortune ; 

* you have had a liberal education. What 

* an extenfive fcope of aftion do thefe 
< charade rs imply I Go, Marianne^ and 

* thank that Providence^ who has placed 
« you in a capacity to employ every por- 
^ tion of your time in important occupa- 
^ tions^ and to exercife the nobleft feelings 

* of the human heart. 

• Do not droop with vain regret, be- 

* caufe Mr. Clermont appears Icfs faults 

* lefs than your enthufiaftick imagination 

* once fuppofed. Do not arr^gn the 
^ diipenfations of Heaven, becaufe you 

* are not wholly exempt from the common 
' ills incident to humanity. Inftead of 

* indulging a foolifh curiofity refpefting 
' your hufband's conduft, fix your atteri- 

* tion upon your own. Do not regard 

* what the idle and malevolent lay of you, 

* or him i you will both be impleaded at 

* a diBTcrent audita . Go, ^M comfort 

* thofc 
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* thofc who drain the dregs of that cup 

* of forrow, of which you have but 

* flightly tafted. Go, and relieve the 
' wants of poverty, fmooth the bed of 
' ficknefs, alleviate the anguifli of incu- 
' rable grief, diflTipatc the gloom of igno- 
' rapce, and if poflible limit the ravages 

* of vice. Rife to the noble talk for 

* which you were called into exiftence. 

* You cannot want employment when 

* you have to prepare yourfclf for eternity. 

* You cannot be wretched while you can 

* make your fellow-creatures happy. 

* Adieu, my Marianne, refpeft your 

* hulband's virtues, and divert your atten- 

* tion from bis failings. Love your fifter, 

* fhc dcferyes your confidence and efteem. 

* Her trials have been Angular, ^ but they 

* have rendered her merit more conlpi- 
' cuous. Once more farewell, my child, 

* if I (hould not again fee you in this 

* world, give yourfelf to my arms, and 

* to the arms of your fainted mother, as 
' an angel of light, in a purer ftate of 

* exiftence, * richaiud oudlev.' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. xxxm. 

The difcerning Reader may dijcover Jymftms 
of approaching event Sy of the painful kind. 

Jb OR fome time Mn and Mrs. Cler- 
mont appeared to have derived, confidcr- 
able advantage from the precepts they had 
received, and their whole behaviour pro- 
mifcd a perfeft renewal of harmony and 
happinefs. He divided his time judicioufly 
between the claims of facial life, and the 
elegant amufements to which he was at- 
.tachcd; zxidjbe turning her attention to 
the aftivc engagements of benevolence 
. and domeftick management^ foon made a 
confiderable proficiency, being aflifted in 
her progrcfs by her fifter, who was an 
adept in the pra&ice of the retired vir- 
tues. 

Chriftmas is a feafon peculiarly adapted 
to the purpofes of hofpitality,. and whilft 
the Clermonts liberally fupplied the wants 
of their indigent neighbours, they did not 
neglcd thofc infcriour but not unimpopt- 

ant 
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•ant claims, which, the laws of focicty re- 
quire. Notwithftanding their difappoint- 
mcnt on a former occafion, the furround- 
ing country were invited to an elegant en- 
tertainment; and as the hope of the in- 
viters, refpeibing giving picafure, and ac- 
quiring popularity, was not fo fanguine as 
before, their humble views were more 
fully gratified. Indeed they fcemcd to 
conciliate the affcftions of their neigh- 
bours, by not attempting any extrac»*di«> 
nary degree of Iplendor or novelty : for 
we always relufbantly pay the applaufe 
demanded of us by that merit which is 
avowedly fuperiour, or that excellence 
which is confcious of its own defert. 

This flattering prolpedt was interrupted 
by the illnefs of Lord Clermont. He had 
been for fome weeks at Bath,, indifpofed 
by an hereditary gout ; and at length gre\^ 
fo alarmingly i^J^ as to render his fon's 
prefeniie neieffary. It was Mr- Clermont's 
wifti, that his Marianne Ihould accoonpany 
hiiBi but fhe unufed to publick fcencs, 
fond ol* retirement, diigu(ked with facie,ty„ 
. .. and 
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,«iid attacked to tlie habits ihe had ktelf 
adopted, preferred remaining set Stanna^ 
dine; tiU her, fifter ftrongly urged the 
danger of riikcr^ her nrody-recovered 
happinefs, by appearing indifferent to her 
huiband's deiire of her fociety. 

Another motive in&uenced Louii^ to 
give this advice. Though Mr. Dudley 
had prudently concealed his obfervations 
from Marianne^ he had imparted to his 
^Ider daughter^ his apprehenfion of fbme 
latent malignity in Lady Clermont; and 
intreated her occafiooally to guard her 
iafler againft the machinations of envy and 
rtvenge. Mifi Dudley confiding in the 
reditiKie of Marianne's heart, and the in- 
nocence of her condufb, iuppoied hef 
prefence would moft efiedtually lilence 
calumny/ and defeat cunning. This opi- 
nion was theoretically right, but it argued 
little knowledge of the world; or to ufe a. 
more appropriate and lefs. hackneyed 
phrafe, of extreme human depravity; fori 
am perfuaded that real malevolence is 
not fo common, as mifUke, prejudice^ 

and 
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and a cenforious habit. This laftj. the hufy 
daughter of . Idlcnefi and Vanity, does 
an infinitude of mifchief, with no worfe 
defign than amufing itfelf, and fliewing its 
own importance. It is the ** fool wha 
tofles about firebrands in Iport." 

The motive that hurried the Cler- 
monts to Bath, precluding Mifs Dudley 
from accompanying them; flie returned 
to Seatondell, and there had leifure to 
moralize upon the incidents of her fifter's 
hiftory. From it fhe deduced another 
proof to illuftrate thefe important truths, 
that happinefs is diftributed with a much 
cvener hand than a curfory obferver would 
fuppofe i and that its true feat is in the 
foul> which when well dilpofed, can hum* 
bly imitate its great Authotj and create a 
Paradife in a defert. 

RecoUefting the high expcftations hct 
filler had formed, and her father's unrc«» 
gardcd predictions that they would be 
difappointed, the Trojan prophetefs came 
into her mind« and (he c;ompofed the fol- 
lowing 

SONNSr, 
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SONNET. 

Her hair diftievel'd, aod her robe unty'd, 
Caflandra ralh'd amongft the feftal train » 
What time young Paris fang his nuptial ftrai{r> 

And led to Priam's roof the Spartan bride : 

Of certain woes that muft that crime betide 
The holy virgin prophefied in vain ; 
Her warning voice could no attention gaia 

'Till Pyrrhus Icvcll'd Ilium's towering pride* 
Ahi m the horrors of that night aghaft^ 
What Qirieks, prophetiok maid, thy truth deelaiU I 

And thufr when youth beholds Misfortune's blaft 
O'erturft the fairy bow'rs by Fancy rear'dj 

Too late h mufes on the precepts fage 

Of cool experience, and predictive age» 

The letters Mifs Dudley received from 
London informed hcr^ that Mr. Tonne reau 
Jiad diffipated his whole fortune, previous 
to his being taken into cuftody ; the credi- 
tors therefore, could propofc no other end 
in profccuting him for having concealed 
part of his effedts, than that of bringing a 
villain to punifliment. Mr. Dudley ftarted 
another hope, which appeared more than 
^phantom. The particular fhip in which 
his property' was embarked, inftcad of 

having 
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liaviqg been captured with the reft of the. 
fleet, had efcaped into a neutral port in 
Spanifli America i the government of 
which had ordered the cargo to be con- 
fifcated, under the pretence^ of its being 

■ 

defigned for contraband trade ; but in re- 
ality, from the fufpicious Ipirit with which 
the Spaniards conduft their colonial af- 
fairs, and their jealoufy of the commercial 
importance of England* Here Mr. Pel- 
barn's friendihippromifed a moft fortunate 
interpofitlon, he was luckily very intimate 
with the Spanifli ambaflador, and through 
his means a ftrong memorial was forward- 
ed to the council of the Indies, ftating the 
injuftice of the tranfaftion, and demand- 
ing reftitutlon. Little doubt was enter- 
tained of that illuftrious fynod's deciding 
with equity, and the only difagreeablc 
circumftance would be, the obliging Mr, 
Dudley to take a voyage to Spain. The 
fond father concluded, exulting in the 
hope, that he Ihould at laft be able to re- 
ward the exemplary virtue of his child. , 
Louifa's heart experienced a fenfatioii 

very 
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very difitrent from pleafure^ at the appre- 
henfion of what her father's declining 
health might fuffer from a fea voyage. 
In her anfwer^ fhe begged him to abandon 
a pfojeft which fhe knew he formed prin^ 
cipally with a view to her emolument. 
Her defire^ fhe informed him^ centred in 
her dear little &rm, which even at that 
early period of fpring, wore a promifing 
appearance. The crops looked vigour- 
ousj the plantations were healthy^ and the 
houfe was fb confiderably improved by 
the little fums which had been expended 
upon itj as to appear quite a« chear- 
ful habitation. " My gardeni'* faid 
fhe, *' is now decorated with a profufion 
of vernal flowers> the germs of the lilack 
are burfting ; and my morning walks are 
enlivened with the carol of birds^ and 
the bufy hum of bees. I look forward 
to the approach of May with lover-like 
expeftations, and have indeed folicited 
the agreeable goddefs to haflen her ap- 
proachj in the following addrefs : 

SONNET 
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SONNET TO MAT. 

Come May, attir'd in fplendor all thy own 2 

Enchantrefs come ! reanimate tke grove. 
Hang on the booyant breeze thy floating thronej 

And wake the fong of unirerfal love : 
The fproating herbage for thy mandate ftays. 

Long nipp'd and fhrivel'd by protradled cold ; 
And the fwoln corn ftill fearfully delays, 

^^Tiil thou (halt bid the tender blade anfold. 
The fluv'ring Naids, who delpairing fled. 

When rude Aquarius rear'd hia icy pale. 
Led hack thdr fountains to their wonted bed, 

Prepar'd to mormnr through the gralTy vak : 
The fair hair'd graces, and Idalian boy. 

Await thy call to lead the dance of roral joy. 

*' Your prcfcncc my dear father will add 
to all the beauties which.the leafon promifes^ 
a charm in which they are deficient : I 
mean that of fociety. Poor Waldon re- 
grets your abfence^ almoft as much as my- 
fclf i he vifits me very frequently. I be- 
lieve we entertain our neighbours^ but in 
defiance of fcandal^ I always tell him that 
I am glad to fee him ^ and have juft per- 
iuaded him to teach me backgammon. 
Sometimes I divert him by mufick and 

finging i 
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finging ; yet I will own our tete-a*tetes 
have a famenefs in them^ which I be- 
lieve proceeds from the recolledion of 
more agreeable trios. Dear Sir, return 
to Seatondell, I need no Spanifh dollars 
to make me happy. 

^ If your refolution is tob fzr fixed to 
yield to my intreaties, you muft allow 
me to be equally tenacious of my deter- 
mination of accompanying you. My 
fear of the fea cannot deter me from 
fulfilling the duty which I owe youw 
Do . no( contcft this point with me,. I 
claim it as a right due to the aiFcftion 
of your ever-grateful daughter, 

*' LOUISA DUDLEY.** 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

Mrs. Prudentia further developer a cha^ 

raRer of extreme malevolence ^ but without 

. copying the likenefs from her own fifterbocd^ 

_ • 

JL HE order of my narrative con- 
duAs me back to Marianne's hiftory. 

• Mr. 
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■ Mr. Clermont on his arrival ^t Bath, 
ibund his father confiderably recovered 
from his alarming indifpoiition, to the 
extreme mortification of Lady Clermont, 
;who flattered herfelf that fhe fhould be 
ipeedily releafed from the hateful yoke 
of unhappy marriage. The natural dif- 
agreeablcnefs of her temper^ completely 
foured by contemptuous treatment, and 
now galled by difappointmenty in fpite of 
the afflimed fuavity of politenefs, imprcfled 
upon her peevifli countenance the 
wretchednefs of her heart. The youth, 
beauty, and fweetnefs of Marianne, had 
at firft excited in her mind the baleful 
paflTion.of envy. Her tender afl^ecSVions 
had never been poured into the bofom of 
Jier family ; fhe was ftill in the prime of 
life, and unwilling to renounce the falle 
fatisfaftion flie received from liftening to 
the Syren fong of adulation. Mrs. Cler- 
mont muftnow of necefiity be introduced 
into that part of the great world, whicli 
the feafon had convened at Bath, lier 
Ladyfhip expc.fted to find her a.poweriul 
yoL. II. H rival 
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rival : but when Marianne firft vifited the 
rooms, her beauty excited an_ attention 
far exceeding thoje expeftations. Unfor- 
tunatcly the lovely reclufe became quite 
the falhion; her fimplicity and naivete 
encreafcd her elegance s and her modefty 
and diffidence had all the charm of novelty,, 
in the circle to which flie was introduced. 
The town rung with, " did you ever fee 
fo lovely a creature? How aftonifhing 
fhe did not come out fooner." The com- 
pliments and attentions paid to Lady 
Clermont's rank were cold and faint, 
and rendered the admiration which youth 
and beauty altrafted ftill more apparent. 
There was befides another motive to 
excite envy and hatred in her Ladyfhip's 
breaft; Marianne appeared to have re- 
covered the heart of herhulbandi their 
behaviour to each other, though not 
diftinguifhed by the unremitting afTiduity 
of fond lovers, was indicative of com- 
placence and mutual affeftion. Sometimes 
a foft melancholy appeared in her coun- 
tenance, but it was fo tempered with 

fweetnefs. 
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fwcetncfs, that inftead of offending it 
feemed to charm Mr. Clermont, and to 
engage him to a more ftudioufly tender 
attention, in hopes of difpcUing th^ 
meek, placid dejeftion. 

Lad jr Clermont was both wretched and 
difagreeable herfelf, and every perfon 
vrho appeared amiable and happy, was to 
her an objeft of difguft. The mild luftre 
of wedded love, which fhc now every 
day beheld, increafed, by the power of 
contrail, the gloom of her own mifcry. 
She determined to endeavour to interruut 
the happinefs Ihe could not fhare, and 
reconciled lierfelf to the diabolical defign, 
by overlooking Marianne's merits, and 
aggravating her faults. She rejohed to 
think her a weak, yet cunning girli fhe 
termed her refinement and fenfibility, 
affedVation ; her tendernefs, hypocrify \ and 
flie pretended to pity her fon, for having 
been duped by fuch an inferior characSler. 

Meanwhile Mrs. Clermont's condud, 
though not free from indifcretion, was 
amiable and intentionally right. Inftead 
of being captivated by the noife and glare 

H 2 of 
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of fafliionable life, fhe feemed difgufted and 
confounded. The voice of admiration 
which every where purfucd her, did not ex- 
cite even a momentary fatisfaftion. Inftead 
of being enchanted with the attention of 
the fine gentlemen who followed her, 
ihc Attached criminality to what others 
termed innocent 'gallantry i and by the 
niftick morality of her notions foon offend- 
ed all her Cecifbeos. In her opinion, 
every deviation from the flri(5l rules of 
virtue and delicacy funk a charafter into 
the loweft pit of infamy ; had Ihe confined 
this fentiment tc^ her own breaft, it would 
only have had the falutary effeft of regu- 
lating her own condudV; but Mrs. Cler- 
mont was one of thofe who think aloud,, 
and fhe was remarkably injudicious in the 
choice of thofe perfons, to whom fhe 
imparted her opinions. If their beha- 
viour was decent, and fhe had never 
heard* any harm of them, fhe candidly 
concluded that their hearts were as inno- 
cent and undcfigning as her own^ and 
that their fentiments muft correfpond. 
She had fcen too little of the world to 

know 
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know that propriety of manner is often 
aflumed by profligacy, and that many 
eharafters are infamous which have not 
been expofedto publick notoriety. Indeed 
Ihe was unacquainted with the private 
hiftory and connexions of the great 
worlds and one day in the pump-room 
exclaimed -againft the folly and wicked- 
nefs of ufing cofmeticks, to a fukd 
ghoft of beauty, who was juft arrived 
from the Hot- Wells, where (he had been 
endeavouring to repair the ravages which 
paint had made in her conftitutioh. 
Another time, Mrs. Clermont left off 
dancing, to ^roteft againft the fhameful 
effrontery with which a married Lady 
who ftood near her, encouraged the 
advances of her partner. Her indigna- 
tion was proper, but the perfon to whom 
fhe vented it, was a celebrated demirep, 
who had been feparated from her huflband 
for more than doubtful gallantry : though, 
as fhe was a woman of high rank, the 
world chofe to be charitable, and ftili 
admitted her into fociety. But Mrs.* 

H 3 ' Clermont 
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Glermoht committed a ftill more pointed 
crror^ upon being invited to play ac, 
gold Loo, when lie pofitively aflured a 
peerels who had juft ruined her lord at 
Pharo, that nothing fhould ever induce her 
to engage in the infamous habit of gaming, 
which fhe thought not only fooiifli and 
extravagant, but indelicate and immoral. 

Lady Clermont beheld her daughter- 
in-law's miftakes with pleafure, hoping 
that they would have the efFedl of termi- 
nating her popularity. Nor was rtie difr 
appointed. Some haced the fair reprover, 
from the idea that fhe intended to affront 
them. Others delpifed her as a fool, 
becaufe fhe was ignorant of what every 
body elfe knew. The moft candid con- 
. fidered her as an impertinent moralifl, 
and every body was ready, at leaft, to 
hear tales to her difadvantage. 

I fhall hazard a bold conjefture, yet I 

am inclined to affirm, that the genius of 

goQiping has as many worfhippers in the 

refined circles of high life, as even in 

^ ^e environs of Danbury. They indeed 

* ' affume 
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aflume a more polifhed appearance, and 
Ipeak out of a courtly vocabulary; but 
their idol is ftill the offspring of Vanity 
and Idlenefs, and their purfuits and plea^ 
fures are eventually the fame. 

Amongft the company which the feafon 
had fummoned to Bath, Mr^ Clermont 
had the pleafure to recognize his friend 
Aubrey, That youn^ gentleman really 
poffeffcd a good heart, joined to aa agree- 
able originality of manner. He v/as 
delighted to find that the thoughtlefs 
impropriety ofhisbchavi jurat Stannadine, 
had not effentially injured his friend's 
happinefs, and he was impatient to obtain 
Mrs. Clermont's full forgivencfs \ for he 
fincerely admired both her perfon and 
charaftcr. Marianne was placable in 
her dilpofition, fhe felt a prediIe*5tion for 
her hufband's moft intimate friend, which 
might beefteemed an implied compliment 
to his tafte, and fhe found Mr. Aubrey 
a man of good fenfe and information, 
qualities not always difcernable in modern 
men of the world. Nothing could be 

H 4 purer 
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purer than her heart, or more innocent 
than her condudt ; but even difcretion 
will not always prcferve us from calumny. 
An invidious whifper, firft invented by^ 
the watchful malice of Lady Clermont^ 
was rapidly circulated by that pcftiferous 
humour of detraftion, againft which I 
will ever dart my lance with true Quixote 
fervour, until I have baniftied it from 
fociety. The fuccefs of my warfare is 
at beft but problematical i yet furely the 
laudable dcfign merits, approbation. I 
am convinced its accomplifhment would 
prove a greater bleffing to fociety, than 
moft of the projects of reform fuggefted 
by modern patriots and philofophers-. 

To return from my digrcffion ; detrac-- 
tion was not the only engine employed 
by Lady Clermont againft her daughter's 
peace : the reader will remember that [ 
fome time ago left Mrs. Patty bufily em- 
ployed in an jonfuccefsful endeavour to 
difcover her matter's faults. She had 
been lately thrown into the fhade i for 
Mifs Dudley, during her vifit at Stanna- 

dine^ 
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dine, had argued fo forcibly againfl the 
folly and danger of low confidents, tha: 
a vifible alteration took place in Mrs. 
Clermont's behaviour. Our redoubted 
Abigail was piqued at the change, and de- 
termined to recover her miftrefs's favour ; 
even if it was at the cxpence of her repole. 

Chance promoted her defign by a 
common incident. A violent fracas took 
place between herfelf and Mrs. Bonjou, 
Lady Clermont's warring- woman ; on pre- 
cedency, beauty, and confequence. On 
the laft head Patty urged, that her lady 
had never treated her like a common 
fcrvant; that fhe told her all her fecrets, 
and whenever a quarrel took place between 
her maftcr and her lady, fhe was the firft 
perfon informed of it. She added, that 
Ihc could fay a great deal more if fhe 
chofe ifi but that her lady knew her 
[ prudence, or flic never would have given 
her the commifTions fhe had. done. 

Highly as Patty thought of her own 
underflanding, fhe had to encounter peo- 
ple of fuperior art. Mrs. Bonjou ficw 

H5 to 
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to her lady, whofe faturnine features re-.. 
laxed with pleafurc at the intelligence. 
Recovering from a hearty laugh, a luxury 
fhe did not often enjoy, " well, Bonjou/'. 
faid (he, ^^ I defire you will henceforth 
honour Mrs. Patty's confequence with 
proper treatment, or as fhe is her miftrefs's 
particular friend, I may chance to be 
implicated in your quarrels. But ferioufly 
I cannot think Mrs. Clermont quite fo 
great a fool -, fuppofe you try. Get ac- 
quainted with this prodigy of prudence^ 
and bore her with fome ftory, no matter 
what. We fliall fee if it circulates,, and if 
it does I will make it a means to deter tnjt 
fan's wife from difgracing herfelf by fuch 
refpeftable attachments."^ 

Mrs. Bonjou underftood her office.. 
She made a conciliatory apology to Patty, 
and they became fworn friends. In the 
courfe of their intimacy, the latter divulged 
every family fccret which fhe either knew 
or fufpefted i and Mrs. Bonjou was ex- 
tremely forry for the. pretty young crea- 
ture^ for flic knew her young Lord never 

deferved 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. i,-; 

deferved her. "Vat you think/' faid fhc, 
'' he go to Monfieur Aubrey for love, 
fo often. Oh no, all fham. He do not 
go to fee Monfieur Aubrey, but one fad 
diable woman, little way off: and then 
fays he goes there." 

Patty haftened to communicate this 
terrible intelligence. She found her 
miftrefs in her drefllng room, waiting for 
Lady Clermont's fummons to attend her 
to the rooms. There was an unufual 
degree of fprightlinefs in her manner, 
and a placid fmile upon her countenance, 
which few people would have chofen to 
difturb. Patty's prefatory affurance 
that fhc had fomething very important 
to fay, interrupted this happy cahii; and 
ere her talc was finiftied, a death-like 
palenefs ftole over every feature. At 
t-his inftant Lady Clermont entered ; 
'^ The carriage, my dear, waits," faid fhe, 
and without appearing to perceive that 
Marianne's trembling limbs could fcarce 
fupport her, hurried her into the chariot 
with, officious attention. 

H 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Innocence andjimplicity are infufficient guards^ 
againji malignity and detraSiian^ unlefs 
accompanied by dijcretion^ 

X-rfADY Clermont^^ though not. na- 
turally of a communicative difpofition,. 
happened this evening to be unufually. 
converfible. She indulged, herfelf in a. 
number of bright fallies,. and finding them, 
jiot honoured with proper attention, def- 
canted in praife of cheerfulnefs,. which (he 
defined to be an infallible fign of a good, 
heart, and a contented mind. 

During her Ladylhip's harangue, the: 
afflifted Marianne fat almoft devoid of ut- 
terance or recoUedtion. Thought follow- 
ed thought, in agonizing fiicceffion, but 
none of them tended to organize the chaos, 
in her foul/ The carriage at length flop- 
ped, and they proceeded to the ball room,, 
where Mrs. Clermont> declining every in- 
vitation to dancing or cards, retired into 

an 
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an obfcure corner, and abforbed in her 
own diftrefs, remained infenfible to the gay 
fcene around her. 

Rouftd from this reverie by the voice 
of Mr. Aubrey, ftie ftarted, looked round 
with apprchenfion, and felt in his unex- 
pefted appearance the confirmation of 
all her fears : for Mr. Clermont had de- 
clined accompanying her that evening, on 
the pretext of a pre -engagement to dine 
with his friend. She enquired after her 
hufband, with an eagernefs for which Au- 
brey could as little account, as for the me- 
lancholy pofition in which fhe was fitting 
when he firft accofted her* He attempt- 
ed -to relieve her difl:refs, by aflTuring hep, 
that his friend was perfcftly well but two 
hours ago. " Where is he now," enquir- 
ed Mrs. Clermont with redoubled agitar^ 
tion, Aubrey vowed he could not tell. 
The party had broken up fooner than was 
intended, and he knew not how Clermont 
had difpofed of himfelf^ he believed to the 
pliay, and offered to go and look for him. 
*« Have the humanity," faid fhe, " firft 

to 
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to order my carriage j I will return home 
immediately." He begged Ihe would let 
him go and call Lady Clermont, who was: 
engaged* in a party at cards j " Oh no ! 
exclaimed Marianne; ^^ her prefencc will 
only be a rcftraint upon me, and my heart 
is too full to confult propriety." He of* 
fercd her his arm, it was a fupport which 
her extreme agitation rendered neccflary,^ 
and fhe hurried out of the room, either 
unconfcious thather behaviour had excited 
general attention, or too much difordered 
to regard it. The rival beauties whom 
her fuperior charms had mortified, and the 
fjpecious hypocrites whom her unguarded 
cmarks had tacitly reproved ; now joined 
in exclaiming againft " the detefted mo- 
ralift:/* as they termed her. Her declin- 
ing Lady Clermont's attendance had been 
overheard ; the words flie ufed were ca- 
pable of an invidious conftruftion, and. 
they readily gave them that tendency ; but 
when it was^obfcrved that Mr. Aubrey was 
ijot afterwards fcen in the affembly rooms 
that evening, they ^11 declared that can- 
dour 
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daur itfelf could fuppofe no other than 
that Mrs. Clermont was criminal ; farcaf- 
tically adding, that it was doubtlefs the 
firft afFair Ihe had ever engaged in, or ftiC; 
would have managed her affignation Icls 
publickly. 

I will however vindicate Mrs. Clermont 
to my readers, and ajjfure them that fhe 
returned home ahncy th^t (he retired ta 
her chamber, declined Patty's attendance, 
and judicioufly entered upon the tafk of 
calm recoUeftion. She remembered her 
father'^ invaluable letter, and again peruf-- 
^d it, with a defign to fee if any thing 
he faid, would apply to the prefent emer- 
gency. His precepts againft fuipicioufly 
watching her hufband's conduft, and be- 
lieving (or indeed liftening to) t^trj idle 
tale were in pointy and fhe began to think 
that fhe had yielded to her old infirmity 
of afflifting hcrfelf upon flight grounds,, 
and fufFering her pafTions to obfcure her 
judgment. She determined to difmifs the 
ofKcioiis Patty, who fhe perceived fc* 
dulouQy employed hcrfelf in agitating her 

mindj 
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mind, and while (he was in this temper, 
fhe heard Mr. Clermont's voice upon the 
ftairs. She flew to meet him, he anxi- 
^ oufly enquired refpefting the indifpofition 
of which Mr. Aubrey had juft given him 
a confufed and alarming account. He 
told her that he had hurried out of the 
theatre the moment his friend brought him 
this intelligence, and the candour and 
folicitudc of his manner confirmed this 
aflurance. 

It generally happens when a fu^eftcd 
perfon clears himfclf in one inftance from 
a fault of which he was accufed, that a 
generous mind immediately forgets its 
former doubts, and invcfts the acquitted 
perfon in the white robe ofunfuUied inno- 
cence. It proved fo in the prefent in- 
ftance. The towering edifice of tragedy 
forrow which Mrs. Clermont had been for 
fome hours crefting, fell to the ground. 
He was no longer treacherous, falfe, un- 
grateful, but every thing that was kind and 
good J nor was fhe a miferable forfaken 
woman,, but a credulous creature who had 

behaved 
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behaved very ridiculoufly, for a reafon 
which fhc was afhamed to own. Candid 
and generous fhe confefled herfelf exceed- 
ingly to blame, in giving way to her feelings 
from flight miftakes and mifreprefenta- 
tions J fhe intreated Mr. Clermont would 
not require an explanation of the paft, 
and promifed greater felf-command in fu- 

• 

ture. No hufband would like to be fum- 
moned in an alarming manner, frorh a 
favourite divcrfion, to attend upon a wife's 
whims. He felt di(pofed to give a gentle 
Icfture, which (he was receiving with 
meek contrition,, when Lady Clermont 
appeared full of anxiety for the dear crea- 
ture's health, having but that moment 
heard of her illnefs. Her apprchcnfions 
on that head being removed, fhe very 
tenderly blamed Marianne for not requiring 
her attendance. It was very odd my dear 
in you, particularly in your fituation, to 
take Mr. Aubrey home with youi you 
ought to have had a female friend, <« Au* 
brey, Madam !" exclaimed Mr Clermont. 
*' Aubrey could not go home with her* 

He 
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He law her to the chariot, and then came 
in fearch of me." " Indeed^" replied 
her Ladyfliip, *' Then I beg, Edward, 
that you will make that circumflance 
known. It is highly important that it 
fliould, 1 afflire you. I will take care to 
tell Lady Richly myjelfy that the world 
is miftaken. Mr. Aubrey did not go 
home with Mrs. Clermont." 

So innocent was Marianne's heart, that 
ihe did not even underftand the foint of 
this infinuation, and the next morning 
when Mr. Aubrey called to enquire after 
her health, Ihe did not confider her being 
alone in her dreffing-room, a fufficient 
reafon to prevent her from receiving a 
vifit^from her hulband's friend. She 
even met him with a fmile of gratitude^ 
and after affuring him that fhe was per- 
feftly recovered, and thanking him for 
his attention the preceding evening \ " I 
have," faid fhe, " two requefts to make. 
Endeavour to forget how abfurdly I be- 
have^ laft night J and when you hear me 

ceafured 
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cenfured for it, try if poffible to invent 
an excufe for me.*' 

^^ I muft firft fee your abfurdities/* 
^replied Aubrey, " before I can forget 
them J and as for the cenfures of the idle 
and the envious, it is the tax which merit 
muft always pay. I aflbre you I Ihould 
never have wilhed for the honor of your 
acquaintance, if I had not been told by 
every body, that you was the ftrangeft of 
all ftrange beings." 

At this inftant Mr. Clermont entered 
the room. He was juft returned from a 
publick breakfaft, where he had heard 
his wife's conduft canvaffed in an audible 
whifper. The ladies affirmed that Ihc 
muft be very ferioufly indifpofed ; for it 
was evident Ihe knew not what Ihe was 
about. The gentlemen afFeded to envy 
Aubrey as a lucky fellow, in having the 
honour to efcort the divine creature home. 
Though thefc witticifms afforded mirth 
to them^ they were death to Mr. Clermont's 
peace. He conftrued every enquiry after 
hi$ lady, which politencfs didatcd, into an 

oblique 
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oblique afFronti and unable to command 
himlelf^ he returned home in very ill 

I 

humour i and furpiifed Mr. Aubrey and 
Mrs. Clermont engaged in very lively 
converfation, which the gloom in his 
manner fuddenly terminated* His Aubrey 
was never before unwelcome, nor did his 
Marianne's fmiles ever give torture to his 
heart till that moment. He reftrained 
his feelings> but they made an indelible 
imp re (lion upon his mind ; and Mrs. Cler- 
mont might certainly refer the mifcry of 
her future life to thefe apparently trivial 
incidents. 

I have defcribed thefe c.ircumftances 
with fome degree of minutenefb, for 
thou h the efFcd: of them did not imme- 
diately appear, or only in a fmall degree 
of fuUen referve, they funk deep into Mr. ^' 
Clermont's foul, and gradually produced 
a total change of chara*. er. I will not 
mioutely detail this alteration, but will 
confine my garrulous humour to a general 
account of its caufcs and confequcnce. 

The 
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The fpirit that took poffeflion of Mr. 
Clermont's mind, though not ftridlly 
jealoufy, bore a near affinity to that 
** green-eyed monfter." He was not 
fo credulous as to believe the calumnies 
of detraction, nor fo undifcerning as not 
to perceive his mother's malice : nor did 
lie douot his Marianne's innocence, or 
€ven cnce fufpeft that her gentle heart 
-had ftrayed from its acknowledged pof- 
.feflTor. He knew the purity of her foul> 
^nd the conftancy of her temper, but 
^his did not acquit her of levity and in- 
difcretion; u^on which bafis he judged 
it pofliblc that flander and calumny had 
^reftcd their fabrick of falfhood. She 
was herfelfconfcious of impropriety, and 
afhamed to difclofe the motives of her 
behaviour. She had owned hcrielf to 
have a/ted very wrong, and this confcffion 
carried with it the force of a thoufand 
witncffes. His thoughts ran in the fame 
ftrain of faftidious delicacy with the great 
Roman conqueroi*. " My wife muft not 

only 
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only be free from guilt, but alfo from 

fufpicion." 

Early in life, before his charafter was 
formed, or his opinions methodized, Mr. 
Clermont entered into marriages with 
vague, floating ideas of angelick goodnefs, 
and confummate blifs. In proportion as 
his romantick enthufiafm had raifed the 
mortal nymph into a goddcfs, his cooler, 
but not more accurate judgment, as the 
infatuation of love fubfidcd, magnified 
her errors into indelible offences. He 
faw her weaknefs, timidity, irrefolution, 
and imprudence : he forgot her gentle- 
nefs, fwectnefs, candour, and generofuy. 
Vanity had ever been intermingled with 
his love. He fancied that when he pro*- 
duced his idol to the world, every heart 
would acknowledge its perfcdlion, every 
tongue confefs his happinefs, and applaud 
his judgment. His Marianne had been 
produced to the world. The tranfient 
admiration which fhe had at firfl: excited 
had rather been a tribute paid to her 
beauty than to her intelleftual endow- 
ments; 
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fncntsj it foon fubfidcd, and now her 
condudt was ridiculed and her charafter 
defamed. He had not courage to with- 
ftand " the world's dread laugh, v/hich 
fcarce the firm philofapher can fcorn." 
His temper was not naturally gentle, it 
had only acquired an occafional fuavity 
from love; and as love expired, it re- 
fumed its ufual tendency. The polifhed 
manners of the gentleman decorated his 
behaviour with the faint gilding of civi- 
lity, and foftened furly contempt into 
polite indifference: but afFedion was ex- 
tinft, efteem did not fupply its place, 
and pride alone prompted him to give 
fome degree of confequence to the woman 
whom he had honoured with his names 
when he treated her with occafional com- 
placency, and rcfcucd her from his 
mother's virulent malice. 

Mrs. Clermont had adhered to her 
refolution of difmifling Patty, and (he, 
like mod confidential fervants, ungrate- 
fully revenged herfelf upon her lady's 
fuppofed uhkindnefs, by difclofing all 

6 the 
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the Iccrcts with which fhc had been in- 
trufted. Mifs Milton's highly indifcrcet 
advice, and the irrcfolute Marianne's weak 
compliance, were now known by every 
fervant in the family ^ and Lady Clermont 
took care that her fon fhould not be igno- 
rant that his wife had employed a fpy 
upon his conduft. The breach now 
became irreparable. Lord Clermont's 
urgent defire of having a Grandfon to 
inherit his eftate, could fcarce impofe a 
temporary civility upon the enraged 
hufband ; or prevent him from breaking 
forth into the moft violent expoftulations : 
while the infidious mother, by appearing 
to plead for the poor, inexperienced, well- 
meaning, miflcd young creature, effec- 
tually undermined every fentiment of 
confidence and regard i and funk the 
unhappy Marianne into an objedt of 
pity, and perhaps contempt. 

Mr. Clermont now determined to carry 
his wife back to Stannadine, where he 
refolved (he (hould in future conceal her 
folly inobfcurity. For himfclf, he intended 

ibon 
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foot! to plunge into the buftle of pub- 
lick life, and endeavour to forget bc«h 
the expedations and difappointments of 
love. The ftate of Mrs. Clermont's 
mind upon difcovering that (he had loft 
iher hulband'fi heart, will not require ex- 
planation. It was wretchednefs in the 
extreme. She tried to recal the dear 
unkind by tears, and loft complaints ; but 
he always avoided the latter by leaving 
the room, and he had now too often feen 
the former to be afFedcd by an April 
fliower. 

The hiftory of Mrs. Clcrmont'i mar- 
ried life, may teach ladies not to' depend 
upon the durability of that evanescent 
affcftion which lovers feel^ It may ad- 
monilh iheir fanguine adorers not to expedt 
too much^ nor yet to rejeft and deipifc 
what is amiablci becaufe it is not perfcft. 
Perhaps I fhall be ccnfured for afcribing 
the deftruftion of married happincfc to 
fuch light caufes; but I am willing to 
appeal to the experience of every wedded 
pair, whether peat criminality on either 

VOL, II, I fide 
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fide is ncceffary, in order to render the 
bonds of Hymen agalliiig yoke of mifery. 
My mind is open to conyiftion, and if I 
have been wrong, I fhall at kaft acquire 
a more confolatory profpccfc of the hap - 
pinc6 of my fellow-cucatures. 

CHAP. XXXVL 

Integrity and duty, art the cordials of 

affliUion^ 

JVLy thirty- third chapter concluded 
with a kttcr from JMif3 I)udliey to her 
farther, I ftall begin this wirfi hi^ rftply. 

* It is not , upon flight grounds and 
' capricious motives, that I reject]: the in- 

* treaties of my dear child, fo afFedionately 

* and carneftly urged. 1 am' influenced 
' by a principle which I have venerated 

* through the whole courfe of my life, 

* and which I ought not to renounce in 
' the doling fcenes. I know whch^ I have 
' explained myfelf, you will have the 

* greatncfs of foul to approve my conduft, 

4 rjaut 



A GOSSIP'S StOfty. rtft 

*But;I muft'firft iftform yoti of art 

* incident which has deeply afflifted mc. 
^' Mr. Tonnereau ycftcrdajr difgracefuUy' 
^ terminawd his exifteric^ by his own 

* hands. Utihappy mstn ! Me fowfid that 
** fomc of his creditors werc^ refolutely bene 
^^ 'to expofe fids condtifl:, and^to pufh their 

* difco veries >to'che utmofl extremitf. He 
' knew that his guilt was fo far dercloped, 
*' that na fubterfuge could avatl j and he 
^ dreaded the* aufterity of thofe laws*which 
« he had provoked. He trembled afC-the' 
^VffHgemsjffiyf tnan, but he did not fear t?o 
^ brave that of* God ! : • ' 

* You ktiotv*, Louifa, how much I once 
''^ftectwed hifti. He ykts the friend of 

* my early youth/ an^^ fdr many years t 
^ can affirm xfizt his cqnduft was formed 

* upon* 'principles of honeft indirftryl I 

* am' aflurcd' tftkf latterly he ' cohfidcrably 
^ dfeviated ff bm'the iufoicrous commence- 

* rnentof his life. Hi^Ha^beendifrrpated 
« and extr*va^aht; and then to redeem his 
« tottering credit, he has applied *tif the 
^ "" J 2 dangerous 
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^ dangerous refourcc^ of thef gaming- 

< tabic. 

^ When I confider this man's laft fcenes- 
^ of lifcj C4i| I term my own fituation 
' unfortunate ? Dcftrted by the, licen^ 
^ tious companion^ of his follies i juftly 
f execrated by thofe injured people, who 
^ (though once his friend) now con* 
' fider their acquaintance with him as the 
^ moil difaftrous circumftance of their 

< lives i his charader held up by thoie 
^ who su'e ilrangers to his peribn, as a 
^ VMurk of abhorrence and infamy i alone 
' in a prifon^ deftitutc pf the comforts 
' of life| though t^U then accuftomed to 
' its fuperfluitie3 i nq one nt$r him, but 
' a ipercenary attendant, callous through 

* familiarity. with' mifcry 5 no eye to pity 

< his forrows i no friendly bofom on which 
' to repofe his griefs; his own reflefliona 

* his worfl enemies i and even defpairing 

< of mercy from the fountain of goodnefs. 
' Unhappy Toqncreau ! I pity thcc too 
' mucfe %Q hate thee. - 
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« But let me rcooUeft mylelf. Since t 
-^have been in Londbrf, I have taken an 
' inventory of my effedls, and find the/ 
' will not be fuffictent to drfchargc the 
' debts which I contraftcd, with, as I 

* thought, full ability of payment, Intc- 

* grity is- no lefs the charafter of ani 

* Englilh merchant than cnterprife i nor 

* can I willingly renotrnce tfcie glorious 

* boaft which I have hitherto enjoyed, of 

* having never injured any one, in per- 
« fon or property. I cannot retain ity 

* if I negle<5l: any probable opportunity 

* of recovering enough of my fortune to 

* fatisfy every legal claim upon me. 

* The infirmities of the body may inter- 

* rupt the foul in the exertion of its 

* fublime fpcculative fun£fcions ; but they 
' never ought to impede us in the per- 

* formance of poikive duties^ uifleis by 

* impofing total inability. J hivt not 
«■ long tQ live, my dear> «v« according 

^^to the courfe of j)MW»; and lately 2 
Yhave been fre(|kieady HMreUv A ica- 
^ voyage may be of i^rvice to ffle» but 

13 ^-fuppBfing 
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* iuppofing the worftjj what is the lofs 

* of a few mowths of p skinful cxifltence^ 
' ro.the -pkafure of rcfkding in my laft 
'hours, thatby facrificing-it, no injured 

* orphan or widow has raufc to curfe vay 

* aflxes ; and that \ have prevented my 

* children fron? being followed by the 

* clamours of my defrauded creditors ? 

* Mr. Pclham has received intelligence 

* by means of the Ambaffador, riittt the 

* Counpil of the ladies have admitted 
' the ItgaTiry of my cbims> and ;as loon 
< as I appear perfonaily to identify them, 

* the value of my part of the ihip'^ 
'cargo will be punftually paid. I am 
' determined to take iny paflagc on bo^d 

* of dhe firfl: packet «hat fails for Corunsft. 
'1 ihall not decline, the Jcind offer of 
*• your company, -Ibr. the complaint in my 
' fide is at times *?ry -troublcfome ; it 
^ often a^&s my breathy but when my 
'• dear nurfe is with m^I (hall be better, 
^Setout,*my iov-e, as foon as you receive 
' this. I am ftiliwith my friend, nor can^ 
"^-lofFtrto chWfKge my JTfidence during 

^ the 
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^ the fhort ftay we (hall make in London» 
^ without oiTencting him. His auiit> Mrs, 
' PeiKlope Pelham, i^ deArous to be ac- 
' qijaintcd with you. She is ar little 
* fiagular, but upon the whole a worthy 
' wpman, I will promife you a mod 
' afFedionate reception from Mr. Pelham. 
' Let us know when y<>u, kt out, and 
« we will meet you at the laft ftage. 
^ Adieu> hafteft td the arms of your 

< AfFedtionate father^ 

y * RICHARD.DyDLEY.* 

In little more than a week from th« 
receipt of this letter Mils Dudley arranged 
lier afiairs at Seatondell> pre|mratory. to 
tn abfence of fome months,- and fini(hed 
a journey from Lancafhire to London* 
It was part of her charader to Form her 
plans with propriety, and to execute 
them with difpatch. I therefore forbid 
any conjeftures as to the cfitft tht pro- 
mifed c^eSionat^ receptioli/ from- Mr. 
Pelham might hive upon her expedition. 
iPefirons to furprifc her father with her 
^ed, flie forbore to fend any intelligence 

I 4 of 
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of her modons, but wilhcd to be the 
agreeable herald of her own arrival. 
An accident which happened during the 
laft day's journey, detained her upon the 
road, and flie did not arrive at Portland- 
Place till near midnight. She fent in her 
name, and Mr. Pelham immediately 
appeared to condufb htY from the carriage. 
Her ' heart throbbed with the livelieft 
tranfport, and a crimfon l)luih irradiated 
her countenance I but hd received her 
with a folemn embarrafied air> and led 
her almaft without peaking to his Aunt. 
JMy friend, Mrs. Penelope, might, both 
in perfon and manner, be termed a brief 
^ftradt of our fifterhood; fhe moved 
by rule, and fpolce in a meafured cadence. 
The cold formality of her welcome added 
to poor Louifa's chagrin, Ibc ventured 
to turn her eyes upon Mr. Pelham, his 
were li^d upon the ground. Was this 
the promifed reception ? Did '* that 
fun of benignity which Ihone in his 
countenance," to adopt an e^tpreflion of 

her father's, fhine on aU hut her ? W» 

• 
it 
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it poiTible for ber to have diiplcaied him, 
or had fhe by the pleafure IHc Ihewcd' 
at feeing him> unguardedly difcbvered^ 
the fecret of her heart"? 

After a^ few faint efforts to fupport cere- 
monious converfation, M^. Felham with- 
kefitation faid, he would go and acquaint 
Mr. Dudley of his daughter's arrival. 
Louifa recollefting. her fadier's early 
habit^, to which itnee' his indiipofition 
he had ftiiflly adhered, obftrved/ jthtf 
ktenefs of thfe hoiif, ahd' begged' that 
he might not be informed till morning. 
' Mr. Pelhs^m gravely replied,, he wai 
afraid hks fiiendi was dot aflec^. . A* thou*- 
&iid diftii«fting-i feam ralhed Jnto Mifi 
Dudley's: mind. ' Sh^ recoUe^ed that her 
qiteftions reQ}ading;her father's healck 
had beehetafively afifwcred. She ftarted 
from h^r cbatr, and with a look of incx^ 
];iie(fible alarm» laid her hand iQvoit^ttftiily 
upon Mr» PdMiA'Sy and coigmedi )hi|i^ 
oottodecekr^l|i«i.fte knitw iuer^|icl|9r 
wasworfe tbanuiieU*. 1 t^^; 

,5 1.1 ••H*^ 
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" He is indeed/' replied Mr. PeW^wn^^ 
holding her tf^mbliag. hami- ^ I need 
not affuf e; . yoU th« I t»ke the jnoft lively 
intcreft in his fafetf . Wi? have called inr 
Dr. Lt You hare pr obrialy heard of bis 
medical rcputatton, ,but I hope moft (romt 
your prcfcnce. Yfaur father's angrictytoi 
&c you has confiderahly aggravaised im 
difeafe. Becalm^ dear Madam> i befeech 
you. We have by no means abandoned 
hope." 

" When was he feized ?** 

** He has been evidently unwell a vmr 
iince he ^ha& been ifviih iiSf and I have 
ibmetimes 'drawn, from him - a veliiuffcant 
tompbint^ that -the diibrcier m ius fide 
ivas.attimeS'm&9pponal>ly.pauii6]i. lieor 
4Ke utieafineis of his mind ,h^ eiKreafed 
:hiidifeaies at^ the dtie^u^erimuialky 
of I'annereai/is death gave lum afliock^ 
ftdikh lba» hfaftened^ the c¥ifls. lie has 
•bein-' confined to^hist%>ea'Se]| tiM'ee dg^. 
He^k' now^extrtme^ift^rtiMi/ /V^ fear 
HH abfcefs h formin^.*^*^ ^^-^ *' • ' 
• ' ** ' * Unable 
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Uniibk to fuppbrt the painful intelli- 
gence, Louifa funk into hcf . chair. 
«.^ Nej>hew/' faid Mrs. Penelope, as 
ibc advanced, holding out her falts,' " do 
not keep the lady in fufpence. You ought' 
to cell her the worfl: at firft. Your papa. 
Madam, is quite given up by Dn L. 
4nd I am very glad he. has done with 
him, for J never liked his prefcriptlons, 
and I hope you will now pcrfuadc Mr. 
Dudley to try an invahiabde medicine^ 
which I have ofteo^dminiftered, add neter 
knew it fail of efi^d. Mr. Pelham kiKiw^ 
that he owes his life to it.*' 

Louifa could only reply by a Ro6d of 
tears. A falutary relief to her bfg fwolti 
heart. Her hc^ dropped siknoft Efele& 
upoa Mrs. Penelope's bofdm, who> 
li^Ut bufily ^ employed in rubbing hef 
temples, and adminiiltriiig pungent refto-^ 
latives -, alternately cenfured her wai|t oi 
fordtude, and commended her affedioii;^ 
aggravated Mr. Dudley's danger, and 
comforted her by the aiTurance^ tha& 

i 6 while 
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while life remained^ her recipe would 
prove infallible. 

. The luicural firmnefs of Mifs Dudley'i 
mind was periui|» more conducive to her 
recovering her wonted calm> than my 
good friend's oratory. She dried her 
trars> and thanking her with an air of 
mild benignity for her attention^ intreated 
that ihe might fee her £ither immediately. 
« While my mind/' added (he empha^ 
tically, " can exert its recovered ftrength." 
Mr. Pelham's generous heart melted 
with compalfion. He withdrew to apprize 
his friendj that '* the fond darling of his 
ibul>" as he ft y led her, was arrived. Mrs. 
Penelope had now a fair opportunity for 
dcfcribing the cures effefted by her 
noftrumi but I am afraid ihe had not 
tn aorntive auditor^ for at the moft 
inierefting period of her narrative, Louiia 
received the expected fummons, and 
* (Jbeycd it as faft as her trembling limbs 
:^ould permit. She drew afidc the cur- 
tains with eager impatience. Her father, 
fupportc^ by Mr^ Pelham^ had raifed 

hiqdfelf 
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himfeif upon his elbow ; and Ke welcomed' 
her with a penetrating finile^ ^ My dear 
Aurfe is come to take care of me^^' iaid 
he. '^ I have been too impatient, lore^ 
lor thy arrival. Come to my anas. 
Reftoration hangs upon thy lips." 

His emaciated countenance^ and the 
laborious weaknefs of his voiccj fhook 
his daughter's fortitude* She hung, over 
him in (ilence^ and bathed his pallid cheek 
with tears. 

" Do not alarm thyfelf -fo much^** con- 
tinued Mr. Dudley^ '* My danger is not 
fo imminent. My worthy friends here 
are too anxioufly fblicitous> too appre- 
hehfive. RccoUcft yourfelf, my child. 
I expeft confolation from your fociety. 
You are to enable me to fuffer.'' 

" Oh !" the tortured Louifa was tempted 
to exclaim $ ** who will confble> who 
will (upport me ? In what afylum ihall 
f hide my orphan-headi? Gracious 
Heaven ! deprive m'e not of my only 
j^iend and proteftdr f*' Her native piety 
recalled her thoughts from' this melancholy 

excurfion. 



9f£\XfSiert^ 8he recoUededt ^jt^e endear^ 
iMT'titk^ of " friend of the friendlcfs," 
and ^^ father of ^thc fathprlct,? whichi 
the great author of creation had deigneck 
to a^ume ^ and her foul firmly anchofe^ 
upon the rock of ages.. { 
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jfn tnftance of the ft f 6 fig inter eft whicB 
digniifUd diftrejs can excite^ 

iNO looncr h^ Mifs Dudley reco*^ 

vcred fufficicnt (trcngth to. look^ beyond 

the gloom 'of a temporal parting, than 

a fcrcne Imile dlrfufecJ itfelf over her 

countenance; Sh^ now .fixed her cye$ 

fkeadily upoa ner admirable father, and 

vith awful pleafure contempJated/.the 

undhnlnilhed^ gjl^T ^^ ^^? never-dying 

intelleftual power, which beamed- forth 

witii fuperiqr fplendor from uilder th^ 

ruins of the ^tottering, i^ortal | fabrick* 

Though her countenance was not regularly 

beautifuli it ge4^erally attracted adqpiration 

from 
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fitxD'bciog m j^xprelSve indai ^f\^ 
e^eeUsnc^ of W. heart. ^Hof.comppicdi 
tefHierfid6 und dignifkd plttUinte^di^ not^ 
BOtr cfctpe the attention of aa accMraM^ 
iudge of cfi^ra^er and maAOcrs* 

Mr. Dudley ralfed his eyes' to. tfaC^ 
amiable yottth^ who ftiU frp^rited faniu 
<* Thaqk you, my dear Pclham/* ftidht^^ 
*^ now lay me gently down upoA my 
piOow, I hope to -. Imve a good ni^t, 
and will difmifs yoir att.^' ... 

"Mife Dudley/' recmmed h€, '5muft 
be fadgued with her joumeyt) hiit 1 inuft 
infift upon watching yod td-iiight« Ton 
morrow morning I w^ nofign you to. kei 

'' Lamnonicnfibkcf.thdkaftlati^;!? 
iBe|>Ked I Lcnaihy ) f^ kni yoa ikabwi'^wtt 
pnfffiad Djftrfds alw^i^ fkep beftinn ous 
fwkot's • apattmeiv^/ XihiiU be able to 
xxfcit oiy&lf tn\tH«i>iai'nsHcbairjiaad if 
»$ ftthtfr ^peairsi je^f/,d«njpy la ,*cfy 
.€<»ilfe«f#:ik':«ight.:Y ,. • ' i.rii, :.; • 
t .; '• W« mpft^y-i^lditQjher ii>. phi$ ppiwv^ 

HM, Wijp^f^*' :' J';The 'd^sr »««l is 
«/i very 
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iteiy tenacious of Ker opiniofi, and will 
not conMee rhy ^nedictncs to be effica- 
Ciobs, unlefs I receive them from her 
Kands, Befidcs we muft ietclc the plant 
of our voyage. Good night, Pelham^ 
do not fail co' enquire when the next 
packet will be ready ; for vm muft not 
expe^ to take our paflage kt that which 
is now under failing orders." 

Mr. Pclham withdrew in filence, ymth 
his heart divided becween grief and admi<^ 
ration; Mrr Dudley's anguifli not per-« 
mitting him to lie'compoled, he afieiSted 
a degree of fprightlineis^ and enquired 
after h« plantaridas a£nd improvements, 
with the interefted curiofity of one who 
hoped to (ee them rife to perfedlicm* - At 
intends he talked tof . their '- intended 
expedition f and defcribed the natural 
advantages of Spain^ and the auftere 
manners of its haughty indolent inhabi*^ 
tantSj from, obiervations which he had 
made in a former journey to that kingdom. 
His diieourfe was merely intended to* 
confitm his daughceG^s agit«ted-^piHts, for 

lie 
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he felt certain that he fliould never fet out 
for any other country, but that froni which 
no traveller returns. 

Thus pafTed the night;— in the morning 
Dr. L. came to make what? he termed a 
frfendly, inftead of a profeflional vifitt 
Mr. Dudley underftood the diftinftidni 
He wiflicd to a(k fome* queftions, but 
was interrupted by Mrs. Penelope, who 
came again to urge the propriety of 
adminiftcring her infallible medicine. 
Dh L. on being confulted, owned the 
patient was in a date to admit of hazardous 
experiments, a.nd withdrew, promifing 
to call again in the evening. 

Mrs. Penelope might now be faid to 
enjoy her full importance. Every 
domeftick was employed to procure 
or prepare the relpe^Uve ingredients, 
which (he mixed with her own hand^i 
according to the prefcribed rule. She 
at length approached Mr. Dudley's bed- 
fide With the celebrated compound, but 
whether like Circe with the poifoiiow 

cfaaiicQ^ 
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ctialict, or like Hygeia with the reftorft* 
tivc cup» the event wiU determine. 

The immediate efied certtinly did 
not realize her /angiuoe expedadons. 
Perhaps Mr. Dudley's flrength was too 
far exhaufted^ or he might wznt failb, 
which I am told is a neceflary auxiliary 
in this clals of remedies j for they often 
lie dormant, unfcfs quickened by a Ibrt of 
rcaftion in the patient's mind; or Ihc 
herbs might not be gathered at the right 
period of the moon, whofc influence in 
pharmacy is unqucftionable. I will not 
dare to arraign th^ infallibility of the 
recipe, but will only ftate, that Mr* 
Dudley appeared confiderably worfe after 
the operation) in the opinion of every 
body but Mrs. Penelope i- who, having 
the htac/aifb in her preparation as Do<i 
^i^uixote had in the balfam of Firebrafs^ 
perceived ftrong fy'm.ptoms of immediate 
r^coVetY'. She retired exulting in her 
ph]^fic&l koowled^, to enjoy the pleafurtt 
q6 a pof4 ac TbdriUe^ \i»itk tWo McA 

Dr. 



. Dn L. liid.not canfirrn Mrs. Pcndopc's 
opmion ;at his cvonmg nrifi/t, Mr. Dtrdlcy 
|iad previoufly requeited to be kft akne 
with his phyficiajn; *' I pcnceive. Sir," 
(aid .thei^xaItled^I^an, " thiat you are fcn^ 
fibie I am much worfc, and I thank you 
for = your explicit bchayioor. I cguM not 
be deceived by common profeffionai 
forms, and ymi are too liberal to adopl 
^em. I hayc fccn enough of life co be 
wiHing to refign it ; but we are not called 
iuto eidffaecice merely forourfclves, «ftd 
there are dpciraoftances which jtoake m^ 
widi riiat 1 conld at this time recover. 

Do yx)ia know of any ex5)eri4T>eint tfiat has 
a cbanceof Ibcccfc ?v . 

The Dr. replied that an op^Wtfioft might 
bpc perfemitd optrn his fide, biAt t;h«t it 
iisas •excruciating afnd 9iighly dangeroxis. 
' *^ I will fi^wiit to it cfeecrfuUy," rer 
plied Mr; Dudley. ^ Ixt the &H*geoii9 
attend : me at . five o'clock to-morrow 
morbing. Idooot wiSa f(kr ixof of dbr 
ftrtilytDixiiafocmedofit;'^' . ^ 

\ 
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In purfuance of this refolution he an-^ 
fwcrcd every interrogatory with an aflu- 
rance that he was much better^ and 
dilpofcd to flumbcr. He perceived by 
Louifa's eyes on her re-entering the room, 
that ihe had difcovered his increafed 
danger, and he endeavoured to confirm 
her finking fpirits by inspiring a degree 
of falfe hope. " Do not, my love, intirely 
depend upon my phyfician's report; a 
fick man is the beft judge of his ownr 
feelings. I flatter myfelf that I (hall have 
a comfortable night. Go early to bed,, 
and you will. be fufficiently rcfrcfhed to* 
attend me in the morning. I ihall com- 
pofe myfelf with the thought that yoa 
are tranquil.'' 

Mifs Dudley did not controvert this 
opinion. She tenderly wifhed hint a- 
good night, and withdrew to her own 
apartment. Her breaking heart required 
ibme relief, and fhe now recoUe£fced that, 
at her exprefs defire, (he was lodged ia 
a. fmall room ieparatied from her fkdic r's 
by a thin partition* She ^refore haftilf . 

left 
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left itj and took two or three turns in an 
adjoining ante-chamber, undetermined 
)low to difpofe of herfelf for a few hpurs. 
If flie joined Mrs. Penelope's party, it 
would only be to receiv^ felicitations^ 
and to hear p-ognofticks which her reafon 
(adly difproyed : or probably fhe might 
be prelTed to take a hand at cards, as a 
fure ipecifick againft melancholy. ^ She 
had ever felt a tendernefs. for the preju- 
dices and peculiarities of age s but at diis 
time, her mind was in a ftatie to rendei^ 
«^ folitude the beft fociety." 

She at length withdrew to the fibrary/ 
and endeavoured to relieve her deje&ion 
by applying to fome of the treafures with 
which it was ftored. But wit had loft 
its attick point, and eleg^ce its forcible 
attradion. She copld not follow an 
argument through its long train of <feduc- 
Oons, and the beft told narrative fuled- 
to intepeft her, attention. She returned 
;he books to their places^ ^nd after a 
minute's paufe fuok upon hfjt kneea. 
Griff has been terme4 the parent of elo- 

4|uenQe^ 



fqueocty^ith/ptoAmly fb ih an itifoittntd 
lrcU<^Degulated mind. She raifed her 
qno^ the fcednags of her agitated ftmli 
wiQiatM^ ercrjr impaffionffd faattim. Hear 
ihcwy. haiids rcmamed clafped us angui fl>^ 
and., jnegardfefii of the tears; which. feU 
copimifly upron tbem.v In the warm (low 
^ unijaidied eiocutioa her lips exprelftd 
the piety of a^ feraph,- chaftifed by the 
humble awe of a weak^ dependent mortal^. 
She fiippKoa^d Heaven to^ fpare her 
bxHsmtf he«! only friend and comfort; 
but (he aflced with Aibmiffiom She 
painted an orphan'is; fdri^ws; but not 
wich. the dark cafo^ngS' of despair. 
ISm mind appearisd tb' gather iteengtb 
fiK>tn htt ditiile empibyment; her^ tears 
ceded to flbw; 4;ferene fweetneft beamed 
ktL htt countenanfce^ and when- ffje rofe 

« 

froml^r knees to retire. Her whole- fbrin 
fcemed' infpired with fupernatural-inccfll-' 
gence; and* ex|*eflcd the mtoft 'Irtely 
leftmblahce rf fiiperior beings which 
t\» hubafti ioftginati^tt tan form; 

: ' ''''•' ^ ^'- -Mri 
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Mr.'Pclham*s apprehcnfion for his 
friend haring rendered him unfit for 
company, he had retired to fpend his 
evening in a reading clofet at the upper 
«td of his library. His attention was 
drawn from his ftudies by the found of 
a female voice. He ftcpped foftly to 
the door, and became an unoblerved 
^ctftator of the fctne I have defcribed. 
His fen&tions were in fbme refpefts 
fimilar to thofe expreflcd by Sir Eldred 
of the Bower i 

** Mjr fcorahasfoft the dutrcpsU'd 
•• Which guileful beauty threw; 

" But gbodnefs heard, and. grace beheld^ 
•* Mnft every heart fubdoc.** 

After fhe had widukawn hit reAirncd 
i&to his clofet> but even hi3 fiirauritc 
authpni were noWi taftelefi. Thepkadingar 
cf Demofthenes were iludicd sod artift^ 
cial, when, compared to the monei li^ljr 
^«atx}ry of a deepfy^-affcfled heart; nor 
•did the morality of the. divine ' TuUjr 
ftribe the fiauk with fiKrh.ftroag,coiuri&]fin 

in 
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in favour of the nobleft virtue^, as it 
received from the powerful example of 
youth and innocence. 

He left his books, and walked to the 
table, againft which Mifs Dudley had 
lately knelt : it was ftill wet with her tears* 
There, bending over the marks of holy 
forrowi he recalled her image to his 
recolleftion. £ven when liis heart was 
moft infatuated by the fuperior brilliancy 
of Marianne's- charms it had done juftice 
to Louifa's virtues. Time and abfence 
had blunted the pain of difappointment, 
and gradually reconciled his mind to the 
lofs of his firft love -, but his attachment 
had been too ftrong to permit him to 
form a fecond choice, though every 
hope had been excluded by her marriage. 
He had too ftrong fcnfe to yield to 
whining complaints, and he fubmitted 
to ajevere mortification with manly firm- 
nefs i but whenever Fancy recalled to 
hia mind any pleafing ideasy the-attra&ing^ 
image of Marianne Dudley rofe to his 
view, and the chanm of other fait onej^ 
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faded at the comparifon. Yet even that 
fafcinating form leemcd to ^ield to the 
fuperiour lovelinefs of intelleftual beauty, 
and he determined if poffible to rcfcuc 
I^uifa fcpm an orphan's woes, and to 
folicit the affedions of fo invaluable a 
woman^ 

CHAR XXXVHL 

A circumjiance of awful Sclemnity prepares 
the way for a very defirable event. 

M.R. Dudley fpent the night in 

agony, but his fortitude fcemedto increafe 

with tis pains ^ and his defire of not dif- 

turbing his daughter, who, .he found, 

lay near him, reprefled the groan 

of anguilh. The powers of his mind 

continued unimpaired i he felt his danger, 

and confidering it poflible that he might 

not furvive the intended operation, he dc^ 

iircd that Mn Pclham might be called at 

* an early hour. The worthy man flew to 

his apartment, but fhockcd at the vifible 

VOL. II. K change 
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change in his friend's countenance, he burft 
into tears, which the dying hero thus re- 
proved, " check this unmanly forrow, nry 
good. Sir i mine k no uncommon lot. I do 
but undergo the general law of nature, to 
which this world is fubjeft. A world, mor- 
tal and perifliable like man its lord.; I have 
many comforts, at times they predominate 
over my fufFerings ; my foul is tranquil j 
X I look forward to futurity with hope. 
I have only one trouble." *' Confide it to 
me," faid Mr. Pelham, endeavouring to 
ftifle his grief. 

** Bleflcd be Hhaven for a little inter- 
val of eafe" refumed Mr. Dudley \ " I 
am perfuaded that you will exert your kind 
endeavours to procure that fatisfadion to 
my family from the Spanifli government, 
which I could not in perfon demand. The 
peculiar circumftances of my ftory muft 
move attention, but fhould you fail of fuc- 
cefs, I commend my chara6ter to your 
care. Defend it from opprobrium ; fay 
that I was not intentionally unjuft \ unfore- 
ittti incidents, a variety of misfortunes, 

all 
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all united to prevent the favourite wilh of 
my heart. Thofe whom I have injured 
will complain; endeavour to foftcn th« 
afperity of their complaints." 

** Your memory," faid Mr. Pclham> 
clafping the hand of Mr. Dudley, " fhall 
be as irreproachable as your life. I do 
not doubt but that ample juftice will be 
done you, yet if it fliould be withheld; 
I will make myfclf your executor. I know 
the amount of your debts ; calm your 
worthy heart \ were they double thfe fum, 
I would with plcafurc difcharge.thprft.V ; 

** You arc too good,: too generous; 
I a(ked not this ; Tcxpeftcd it not.; your 
kindncife paiite mci" Mr. Dudley- funk 
upon his pillow, and remained filcnt a few 
moments. 

The furgeons now entered, he opened 
his eyes and welcomed them with a flight 
motion of his hand,, ^' I have fomc privfite 
bufinefs,"faid he, " go, dear Pelham, Icav^ • 
rne a litde while; ifi am worfc I will 
fend for you.'* *' Gcntlebien," refimed 
Mr, Dudley; when rvery thing -was pre- 

K 2 paredj 
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pared, " I am afraid your intended aflift- 
ance will not fuccccdi I am much weaken- 
ed- by a bad night ; but aft as you think 
beft. I am ready, my mind is colleftcd. 
Yet if you think Ifhall not furvivc the 
operation, I would firft fee my daugh- 
ter." 

On hearing thefc words, Mifs Dudley 
rufhed into the room; her anxiety had 
only permitted her to throw herfclf upon 
the bed, frdm which flic had frequently 
{ifen during the night, and with Jaudable 
curioCcy haftcned to hear if any groans 
proceeded from her father's chamber. 
From the filence which prevailed there, 
flic had dbmpofcd hcrfelf with the thought 
that Mrs. Penelope's hopes were not en- 
tirely vifionary. The found of ftrangc 
voices which flie imperfedly heard, had 
cleared away her broken flumbers, and 
her father's words hiirricd her into the 
room in an agony. 

/The principal furgepn humanely endea- 
vofured to confble'hcr* ' He perfuaded her 
that opening tbc;ulccr in the fide might be 

attended 
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attended with falutary confequences. " Let 
me ftay then," faid fhe, " while it is per- 
formed ; I can rub his temples : I know I 
can be of fcrvice." " Retire my love," 
faid Mr. Dudley; " Yourprefcnce would 
overpower me. If I faint you fhall be 
fummoned." Louifa clafped her pious 
hands in mental prayer, and withdrew. 

-The furgeons now examined their pa- 
tient, and unanimoufly declared, that from 
prefent appearances the propofcd incifion 
muft be declined. Ko good cpuld pofTi- 
bly arife from ir, a mortification having 
already taken place. 

" I am fenfible," faid the heroick ob- 
ject of their care, *^ that nothing can now 
be done for me. I thank you for your 
humane attention ) — yet if you can inform 
me how long I may continue to fuffer." — 
' *' Your fiifFerings, Sir," faid one of them, 
'* will very fpeedily terminate, but you 
rnay live feveral hours." 

Mr. Dudley waved his hand, and they 
withdrew in tears. 

He now n.'folvcd to prepare his Ibul 

K 3 ^ by 
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by the mo ft iblcmn chriftian duties for its 
cxpcdtcd journey. Previous to the clergy- 
man's arrival^ Mr. Pelham felted him- 
iclf bcfide the bed of death, loft in forrow> 
and infenfiblc to the frequent fobs which 
proceeded from Louifa's apartment. 

Mr.. Dudley preflcd his hand; " Com- 
fort my child, dear amiable friend, com* 
fort my forlorn Louifa : a fingular attach- 
ment fubfifted between us, ic was more 
than the tie of- blood. She was my ad- 
vifer, my comforter, my companion, my 
friead -, our taftes, our habits, our defires 
correfponded. I am not anxious now rc- 
Ipedting her fortune. I know that ihc 
has fufficient greatnefs of foul to dignify 
narrow circun^ftances by cheerful pa* 
tience ; but my lofs will fit heavy upon 
her heart, confole her as a friend^ and if 
the weaknefs of her fcx fliould cxpofe her 
to injury, be her protestor.'* 

*' My heart,*' faid Pelham, finking upon 
bis knees, ** afpires to a more facred title. 
Ever fince I \int^ you it has panted to be 
allied to your virtues j difappointcd ii) 

the 
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the objeft of my youthful love, I have 
with m.atureft judgment formed a fecond 
attachment. You once promifed me your 

Marianne,. I now afk iov your Lcuija'' 

" Gracious heaven !*' cried Mr. Dud- 
ley, railing himlelf up, and with an cner- 
getick voice which feemcd to intunate re- 
covered health and ftrength, " but did I 
underftand you rightly ? Do you indeed 
love my Louila ?'' 

" Even when I was her filler's adorer, 
I honoured her character, and efleemed 
her virtues; they now blaze upon me 
with invincible fplendor. The delicacy 
of her fentiments may induce her to reje6t 
a man who confeffes a prior attachments 
Support my pretenfions by your confent> 
and reft afTured my prefent love is fincere 
and ardent. The exalted Louifa may be 
influenced in favour of a paflion which you 
have approved. 

*' Son of my foul," exclaimed Mr- 
Dudley, ftretching out his arms, " come 
to my heart, and let it tell thee that all its 
Jecrct wijhes^ixc now fulfilled/* Go and call. 

K 4 taf 
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my darling to me. How blMsful arc my 
depwing momeat&l" Mr. Pclham with- 
drew. 

Mifs Dudky haftily threw herfelf into- 
her father's arms. *^ You feem," faid 
Ihe, bending over him in meek afflidlion, 
** to be fomcwhat revived.*' " I am 
my child. I thought my blood had ftag- 
nated, but joy has quickened the languid 
current. Why did I defpair, or think 
thy merit could pafs unnoticed ? My 
Louifa, the. worthy Pelham loves thee. 
Canft thou reward thy father's generous 
friend ? He has alkcd me to bellow my 
only trcafure upon him. I have not many 
moments to lofe. Speak, my love, wilt 
. thou be his ? Away with that referve 
which keeps thy dying father in (ufpence, 
on the only fubjedt which interefts him^ 
upon earth/' 

No language could do ' juftice to Mifs 
Dudley's feelings. Grief and furprife, 
gratitude and love, were elevated to a 
painful extreme. She was told that the- 
l^uSTi-on which had long been an unofa- 

fervcd 
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fcrved but pcnfive inmate of her bofom, 
^t length had met a reciprocal return^ 
She was even called upon to confefs the 
affedion which virgin modefty had con- 
cealed. But by whom, and in what circum- 
ftances was fhe urged to this difclofure ? 

Thrice fhe attempted to fpeak, and 
thrice the wild palpitations of her heart 
forbade her utterance. .At length fhe 
faintly exclaimed, ^* I have long efleemed 
him — loved him I fhould fay. But oh, 
my father, at what a moment do you 
claim this confeffion/' 

" At a blifsful one, dear delight of 
my foul ! It is a moment which fends a 
joyful pilgrim back, to his native country, 
and feals the happinefs of two kindred 
minds. Pclham, my humane, generous, 
noble fon, where art thou ? Come and 
receive this blefling from my arms, while 
they have yet ftrcngth to bellow her on 
thee.'' 

Mr. Pelham, who from motives of 
the pureft delicacy was abfent at this 
cclairciflfement, entered at the welcome 

K 5 fummoas. 
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fummons. Mr. Dudley^ held his daughter*s 
hand, betw^jcn his numbed and clammy 
palms> and raifing his eyes with patriarchal 
dignity, thus bcftowed her on her kneeling 
lover. " I give her to thee, a dear and 
folemn truft. Look down Gracious 
Creator syrid blefs this worthy pair. Give 
them long life, love, and temporal felicity : 
jind let their laft moments enjoy the 
holy tranfport, the divine beatitude which 
I now enjoy." 

JLouifa funk in fpeechlcfs anguifh as 
he fpoke, Mr. Pelham fupported her. 
His fond attentions recalled her flutter- 
ing fenfes. " Spare, oh fpare, every 
cxpreflion of love and tranfport," faid 
ihe. *' My heart is entirely yours, but I 
can now attend to nothing but my 
father." 

A Icrene, elevated finile, cxpreflive 

of intelleftual tranfport, beamed in. Mr. 

'Dudley's face. His agonies fublided. 

. Inftead of reftlefs toffings and conyulfive 

'ftarfs, he remained placidly compo.fe4» 

He received the moft facred rite of 

N chrift- 
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chriftianhy with his beloved daughter 
and adopted fon. As he tafted the con- 
fecrated chalice he again blefled them, 
the abfent Marianne and Mr. Clermont. 
He repeated to Louifa a parting charge 
for her filler j then finking into a languid 
ftate, he dozed at intervals till the even- 
ing, when again calling his daughter to 
him, he drew his laft breath in her arms. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

Includes a greattr portion of time than all 
the preceding narrative. 

M.ISS Dudley, reftraining her grief 
with fentiments of reverend awe, forbore 
to interrupt the departing foul. When 
the quivering pulfc had (lopped fome 
iTtf>ments, Ihe preffcd with pallid lips the 
honoured remains ; and committing the 
corpfe to the care of the attendants^ with 
a requeft that every thing Ihould be 
condu£l:<d with propriety, retired to her 
apartment. 

K 6. Mr. 
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Mr. Pelham followed her, he intended 
to have offered fomc tc^ck of confo-* 
lation, but his faultering voice difap- 
pointed his defign, and he could only 
intreat her not ta indulge her forrow, 
left it (hould affba her health. "In 
heart and in foul I refign him to his 
God," faid the exalted mourner. *' Ought 
I to fink in dcfpair, becaufe my beloved 
father is become an inhabitant of a better 
world? Yet allow me. Sir, to vent in 
privacy the fond regrets of nature, I 
wifli to offer my firfl forrows to my 
Maker; I truft he will enable mc to 
fupport them." 

Mr. Pelham acquiefcedj but Mrs. 
PencloJ)e was firmly of opinion that the 
young lady ought not to be left alone. 
It was expeftcd my old friend's furprife 
at hearing Mr. Dudley was really dead, 
would be very great, as fhe even to the 
lad: perceived increafmg marks of his 
amendment : but Ihc happily rccolkded 
that fhe had adminiflered her medicine 
toQ foon after Dr, L.*s laft prefcription, 
3 for 
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for her potion to exert its wonted efficacy. 
She now offered to vifit Mils Dudley, 
and to talk Jher out of her melancholy, 
by arguments drawn from her favorite 
aphorifms, that ^' what muft be will be," 
and ^' that Fate muft govern all things," 
but Mr. Pelham re{pe6tcd the lanftity 
of his Louifa's (brrows, and infilled that 
they fliould not be diffurbed. 

From the time of her father's death, 
till every thing was prepared for his 
funerals Mils Dudley never left her 
chamber, except twice a day to vilit the 
corpfe. There kneeling by the coffin, 
fhe poured forth the fulncfs of her affec- 
tionate grateful heart. There Ihe accuf- 
tomcd herfelf to recoUcft all the invaluable 
precepts Ihe had received from him, 
refpefting her condu<5t in life, and left 
her memory Ihould fail, fhe committed 
them to writing. " Thefe my father," 
faid {he, apoftrophifing to his fpirit, which 
fliC' fublimely fancied ever prefent with 
her, " Thcfe, thy elevated fentiments 
Ihall Ipeak to me and confok me, though 

the 
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the inftruftivc voice which uttered them 
is mute, and the heart which prompted 
them,' no longer beats at thy highly favored 
child's ' approach. Yet let me refled:, 
. though theft eyes fhine not upon me, 
they will no longer melt into tears -, the 
human afFcftions are indeed extinft j but 
forrow will not come nigh thee. Thy 
tongue will never more confole or inftrudt 
me, but the language of complaint has 
ceafed for ever. Thine, my father, was 
an uneafy pilgrimage for thee, the change 
is bleflcd, therefore I will not mourn.*' 

I will forbear from any further repetition 
of thofe fcntiments of pious forrow, by 
which Louifa and her worthy admirer 
expreffed their unaffefted grief. They 
were elevated and devout, and a feeling 
mind may eafily conceive them. Nof 
will I circumftantially defcribe Mr. Pel- 
ham's behaviour, which was all that 
cfteem, fympathy, and delicacy could 
prompt. The corpfc was conveyed to 
Alderfon manor, and interred in the 
family vault, clofe by Mrs. -Dudley's 

coffin*. 
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coffin. Mr. Pelham attended Louifa on 
this fad occafion, and Mr. Clermont 
met her at the* grave. Marianne could 
not join in the folemn obfequies'. The 
intelligence of her father's danger, un- 
warily communicated, was more than 
her weakened fpirits could fupport. A 
premature confinement w^s the confc- 
quence of the (hock, by which not only 
Lord Clermont's anxious expeftations of 
an heir were fruftrated, but her own life 
was endangered, and the affedtions of her 
hufband further alienated. 

Hitherto the behaviour of Mr. Pelham 
had been more indicative of the friend 
than the lover. He endeavoured to 
divert her grief by refpeftful attentions, 
or to foothe it by fympathifing in her 
lofs ; rather than to interrupt the train of 
her thoughts by unfeafonable anticipations 
of expefEed happinefs. At parting, reci- 
procal marks of tender regard appeared 
in each. He rcquefted permifGon to 
write to her, which fnc readily granted ;* 
and wlxik fhe accompanied Mr. Clermont 

to 
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to Stannadinc, fhc perceived that ail her 
livclicft affcftxons were not buried in her 
father's grave. 

The interview between the fifters, pre* 
fented a fcene ftrikingly interefting. 

The lovely form of Marianne, faded by 
ficknefs and diftrefs, was fupported by the 
amiable Louifaj who bending over her ' 
with matronly tendernefs ; joined in re- 
gret for a dear father's lo(s, and with fir- 
mer but not lefs feeling heart, recapitulat- 
ed the afFefting narrative of his ficknels 
and death. Mrs. Clermont bitterly be- 
wailed her abfencc j " and did he not'* faid 
fhe, *' reproach his abfent Marianne, and 
aflc why ihe did not come to fmooth the 
bed of death, and to wipe the faint dewS 
from his honoured face ? And you too, my 
Louifa, muft furely condemn your un- 
feeling fifter, for not haftening to affift 
you in thofe pious offices." 

" I have foo long known the virtues of 

.that tender heart to doubt that fome cruel 

*neccflity detained you from us. As for 

our father, unkind fulpicion had no part; 

in 
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in his charafter. Almoft the laft words 
which he fpake were a prayer for you. 
Give, faid he, emphatically, my dying 
bleffing to my dear afFcftionate Marianne i 
and thou, all gracious Heaven, prelerve her 
from real forrow, and Icffen her fenfe of 
the fmaller evils of life. Blefs Mr. Cler- 
mont too, and grant them many years of 
profperity and mutual love.*' 

" Vain were thofe pious prayers,/'' 
cried Mrs. Clermont in an agony ; " and 
yet they fometimes fay the, good man's 
dying wifhes are fulfilled." She then re- 
lated what a lamentable change had taken 
place in her hufband's behaviour j Mils 
Dudley was diftreffcd at the recital; yet 
Ihc felt willing to hope that a too lively- 
imagination had as udial a^ravated the 
Ibmbre lines of life ; but her own obftrva- 
tion during her ftay at Stannadinc fatally 
confirmed the fidelity of the portrait. 

She now exerted all the lympathizing 
tendernefs of her teniper, and all the ftrong 
powers of her calm difcretion, to fupporc 

and 
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and confole the mourner. She endeavour- 
ed to divert her from her own misfortunes 
by the exertion of thofe benevolent and 
aftive duties from which fhe bad formerly 
derived plcafure. But t\it Jpring of Mrs. 
Clermont's mind was entirely broken. 
She pitied the diftrefs of the poor, and 
when an obje£b yjzs pointed out^ was will- 
ing to relieve them, but (he had not vi- 
gour of foui fufEcient to ftep out of hcr- 
fclf, and to take a lively intereft in the 
forrows of others ; her early and fevere 
difappointment preyed upon her heart i 
fhe no longer felt any inclination for 
amufement, or any defire to excel, and 
her thoughts continually wandered within 
the gloomy pale of her own calamity. 

Mr. Clermont (now commenced a maa 
of the world) wandered from one place of 
publick refort to another i in purfuit of 
that fleeting happincfs which ftill eluded 
his grafp. When difappointed he return- 
ed home ; but it was only to contraft the 
mreafsd penfivenefe of his wife's beha^* 

vioiiif 
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viGur with the gay fccnes he had juft for- 
faken, and he derived from her conduft 
a frcfli* defire to enjoy them. 

Mifs Dudley deeply felt for her lifter's 
woes ; but it was her only affliftion. Her 
own profpc&s were peculiarly brilliant. 
Mr. Pelham's letters were diftated by 
that manly tendemcfs which fhone in all 
Ws conduft ; they were afFeftionate with- 
out infipidity, and polite without flattery. 
In one of them he informed her, that her 
bv&nefs with the Spanifh government was 
amicably fettled j the whole property re- 
mitted to England, her father's debts dif- 
charged i and a furplus of five thoufand 
pounds left at her difpofal. ^' I rejoice at 
this event, faid he, ^' as it will prevent 
your generous mind from feelbg the pain 
o(/uppofed ohYi^tion. And yet, my Louifa, 
ihould little pecuniary affairs ever difturb 
the feHcity of thofi lovers, who /are fo 
happy as to be able to boaft on one fide 
elegant competence, and on the Qiber 
tranfcendent worth V\ 

If Mr. Pelham had doubted as to the 

a£lual 
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alfual 'transfer o( his heart from its okc^ 
dear objeft, the fenfations he experienced 
on re vifiting Stannadine would have con- ^ 
vinced him -, he beheld the beauty of Mrs. 
Clermont withering under the worm of 
difcontent, her features contrafted by 
pcevifli melancholy, and her temper ren- 
dered irritable by difappointment. Though 
fuch an objeft moved his pity, admira- 
tion and love could only be awakened by 
the mild intelligence and unruffled fweet- 
nefs of a Louifa. His impatience to call 
the meek-eyed angel his would fcarcely- 
permit him to wait the expiration of the 
twelve months, which fhe had devoted 
to the robes of mourning. At length the 
amiable pair plighted their mutual vows.t 

Immediately after their nuptials, Mr. 
Pelham condufted his bride to his coun- 
try feat. As he led her the tour of his . 
pleafure grounds, fhe was particularly 
pleafed with a long avenue of majeftick 
oaks, floping down the declivity of a hill, 
on the fummit of which a fine Dorick ■ 
temple was dedicated to Integrity and 

Forti- 
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Fortitude. Mrs. Pclham admired the 
attick fimplicity of the appropriate em- 
blems i but her attention was fuddenly 
arretted by one Qb]t&./uperlatively intercft- 
ing J a fine butt of her father in white 
marble, was placed at the upper end of 
the building, and on a beautiful Etrufcan 
urn under it, fhe read the following in- 
fcription: 

Here, as to firm Integrity we kneel. 
And light to Fortitude the votive flame. 

Thy memory, Dudley ! animates our zeal. 
And purer ardours kindle at thy name. 

Here, when we mourn the father and the friend, 

Hope (hall the funeral pall of forrow raife ; 
And felfifli Grief its lamentations end. 
Thy life to copy, and thy death to praifc. 

Here, if we faint beneath the taik of life. 
Thy bright example (hall new force fupply ; 

Arm our weak fouls for renovated ft rife. 
And point our juft ambition to thefcy. 

Oh ever lov'd ! while o'er thy iacred earth 
• AfFfiftion graves thy deeds, and drops a tear ; 
Our future lives (hall emulate thy wor-th^ 
, Our future virtues prove that thou wert dear, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pelham thus tenderly addrcfled her 
when (he had recovered from her firft 
emotion. "Ipropofc myfclf many delight- 
ful hours in this tranquil retreat. Here, 
my Louifa, we will often retire to hold 
communications with our own hearts, and 
to form a juft eftimate of life. We will 
not furvey its little forrows through the 
gloom of mifanthropy, nor will we judge 
of its pleafures from the colourings of en- ' 
thufiafm. We will recoiled your father's 
precepts, and conlider it as a chequered 
fcene, from which the virtuous well re- 
gulated mind may derive many advan- 
tages* Here we will converfe with that 
cver-refpefted man -, we will feaft our eyes 
with gazing upon his features, and our . 
minds by recalling the notler likenefs of 
the infoixning foul. We will think of 
him, not with that ufelefs regret which 
ends in penlive melancholy, much lefs 
with that bold forrow which audacioufly 
dares to queftion Providence ^ but ^ our 
remembrance fhall tend to meliorate our 
I own hearts, and our love prompt us to 

excrcile 
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€xcrcife thofe virtues which have glori- 
fied him, and will exalt us to equal hap- 
pinefs. Should any little error in the 
conduft of either, give pain to the fufcep- 
jtibility of fond attachment, here we will 
come, and fancy that marble animated, 
and that it repeats the excellent obferva- 
tions we have fo often heard : TH^at im- 
j>erfe£fion is always with human virtues y and 
infelicity with human blifs.'* 

CHAR XL. 

The conclufion. Mrs. Prudentia ceremoni* 
oujly takes leave cfnll her charalfers. 

1 HAVE now brought my narrative 
to a period, but as Swift obicrves, that 
no well bred modern author will omit 
the conclufion ; I willingly fubjoin one. 

I once intended to have adopted fup- 
plicatory addreflcs to the candour and 
generofity of my gentle readers 5 but re- 
collefting that there has lately been an 
uncommon demand for thefe qualities, 
2 and 
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and apprehending they muft have been 
entirely worn out in the fervice of my 
fifter novclifts. I am under a neceflity of 
depending upon the tafte and difcernmcnt 
of the age, without even advancing the 
ufual pleas of little leifure and pain- 
ful interruptions. Indeed I am afr^d 
readers care little about an author's private 
hiftory, and after all the civil things we 
can fay, only appreciate our merit by 
our ability to entertain and inftruft them. 
Therefore, inftead of obtruding myfelf 
upon the publick, the remaining pages 
Ihall be employed in defcribing the 
prefent fituation of my principal cha- 



raflers. 



• Nearly three years have elapfed fince 
Mifs- Dudley gave her hand to Mr. 
Pclham, and the enamoured hufband Jiill 
confiders that event as the happieft of 
his life. She has fanned the torch of Love 
with fuch admirable dexterity, that it 
continues to burn with a calm fteady 
flame ; and with fo little diminution of 
its priftine brightncfs, that Mr. Pclham 

is 
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U celebrated by all who know him, for 
being a polite, tender hulband, to ah un- 
affuming; wife. Her chara6tcr rifes in 
his cftimation every hour, and flit often 
furprifes him by the difcovery of fomc 
new virtue, or graceful accomplifhmcnt 5 
which unobtrufive delicacy had hitherto 
concealed from his obfervatiori. . Her ex-*- 
cellent judgment, tempered by cheerful 
affability, induces him to confide in her 
•as a friend, and to admire 4ier as a- c(>m- 
panion; his high opinion of the; fupe- 
riority ' of her conduft prompts' him to 
be more obfervant of his owfty and . to 
guard with fcrupulous care againft his 
natural infirmities, left they fhould pre- 
judice him in her efteem. He is now 
acquainted with the preference which 
his Louifa felt for him, during the time, 
of his attachnient to Mrs. Clermont 3 and 
his greatnefs of foul induces him to ad- 
mire the delicacy, that fo clofely con- 
cealed it from every eye, and the gencr 
rofity, that refolved by conqering it to 
VOL. II. L facrifice 
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£icrifioe every fidtfifli wiAi to the good 
of otfacts. , 

Mra; Bendope PcHiam who was ex- 
traotfy aTcrfc to her nephew's connec* 
tion wkh Nfiif Dudley, from a perfiufioii 
that he wias de&rring of a Duchefs^ and 
at 1^ cooiented to die marriage becaufc 
diere is a &te in theiib things wfaidi can*- 
not be withftood; is now completely 
reconciled. 

She refides with the young couple, not 
only to fee diat every thing goes on 
right, but alio to plcafe Mr. Felham^ 
who flic is convinced could not be hap«- 
py without her. We have correfponded 
feveral vcars. 

Her letters arc now generally filled 
with the witticifms of matter Pelham> 
who is juft twenty months old, and by 
her account a prodigy. She fomedmes 
ipeaks of her niece, allows her to be an 
obliging good tempered young woman, 
and fo well informed in houfekeeping, 
that Mrs. Penelope has yielded the family 

aflfairs 
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aflfairs to her man^emenc^ thd diey are 
now almoft as w^ll coAdiiSied a^ when 
Aee htrklf prefided* She itieatk^m 
MMmgft her niece's perfeAions, «hatft« 
is an excellent n!iiUifier> and maken 
** mighty becoming bonnets" for kdiea 
who are not vtry young. She has alfo 
learned to pJay at TredriHe. 

L01H& has not defcrted SeatoiMtell* 
Indeed fh€ is particular^ attached to the 
Bttle farm^ whieh afibrded an afylum to 
herfelf and her father in their ad?e#fity 1 

vnder > hia diredioM. Mrs« Arby^ and 
die reft of i^e neighbours arc '' prddi« 
^oufly proud'* when fte honours diem 
with a vility and Ihey difcover inany 
excellencies in Mrs. Pelham^ ni^hkl^ they 
overlooked in Louifa Dudley. 1 find (ht 
has enlarged the charitable ifnftitutions 
which flie formerly founded^ and ft gites 
me particular pleafiire to hear that Mr* 
Pelham has made poor Wald^n tolerably 
happy, by frnfenting hint with a living. 

L 2 Mr 
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Mr. Clermont is become a peer by his 
father's death, but the acquifition of a 
title has not contributed to his rppofc^ 
The late Lord's fentimcnts in politicks 
were fo violently in oppofition to govern- 
ment, that they have operated as an 
antidote to his fon ; who being, tired of 
the infipidity. of a fafhionable life, has 
enicrcd iniu adminiftration, with the 
fa^gyine hope of having now found the 
long-defired good. His features have 
acquired a caft of myftcry, and his. frank 
impaffioned manner is chanfi:^4 »nfe^ 
rcfcrve an4 importance. He fometimes 
pays a fbort vifit to his La^ly at the 
Parkj who welcomes him with tears, and 
endeavours tp detain him by compla^its* 
Her time pafles very uncomfortably. She 
has in a great degree fccluded herfelf 
from fociety, fomc of her neighbours 
fay fhe is deranged, others think her 
intolerably proud; all blame her for 
living unhappily with a handfome, gene* 
rous, well-behaved hufband. Few cau 
ufidcrftand her forrpAys, and fewer have 

courage 
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courage to ftem the torrent of pid>Ikk 
opinion by pitying them. 

The Dowager Lady Clermont is a con«* 
Vert to methodifmj and is eftoemed a 
kkfeJ acquifition by that ibciety. 

Mifs Milton's fenfe of her friend's 
injuries b fo very acute> that (he has 
rejected two unexcq>tionable ofiers^ and 
transferring the. &ults of one pian to the 
whole fpecies, hasi declared herfelf a 
determined member of my fifterhood. 
Her rcfentment againft the baie^ ungrate- 
ful^ tyrannick ftx is fo greiat^ that ffae 
entirely avoids the ibciety of gentlemen. 
Her apartments are decorated with 
hiftories intended to defcribe their 
falihood; and fhe ipends her time in 
writing fatires againft perjured fwains^ 
and elegies vpon deceived nymphs. Her 
favourite fubje£k of converfation is to 
inveigh againft Lord Clermont> aiid fomc 
of thofe cenfures have ieached his Lord- 
ihip> and contributed to increase the 
unkindneis which fhe deploreii^ 

t J After 
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. Afirr ftvcral imfucccfsftil attempts to 
form a matrimonial corme6tion with a 
woman of chara&cr. Sir William Milton 
ha^ taken Mifs Morton again into keeping;' 
Their tempers arc too violent for cordi-. 
ality,. fcarce a day pafTes without a 
quarrel; and though he congratulates 
himfelf that he is not bound to the fury 
for lifcj ihe makes his haughty fpirit 
bend to her controul. Nay, fhe affirms^ 
that fhe may be Lady Milton when ihe 
pleafes, and. the bets in this particulaf 
afe two to one againft Sir William. 

A very ftrange event has taken place 
at Danbury fince I mentioned my favour- 
ite abode, and I beg my readers pardoa 
for not informing them of it foonen 
Could any one have believed that after • 
thirty-five years of irreproachable conduft, 
Mifs C5?irdamum Ihould at laft elope with 
Mr. Inkle. Though this match was 
completed under the aufpices of Cupid^ 
it does not prove to be a very happy 
"^ one. Mf. Cardamum is^ inexorable in 
point of fortune^ and as Mrs, Inkje pofi- 

3 tively 
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tively refufesto go behind the counteiy 
or to do any thing inconfiftcnt with he? 
dignity, I am afraid the young nian« is 
plagued with a well-bred wife, and ^ 
fcanty income. We have excluded her 
from our genteel aflembly r I am told flic 
rs much piqued at it, but fuch an unpar- 
donable dereliftion of all rules of decorum 
ought to be feverely reprobated* 

A great deal has been faid lately je- 
Ipefting Captain Target's attention to 
Mrs. Eleanor Singleton. They have 
been furprifed tete-a-tete at picquet; 
and 1 faw him with my ovm eyes c^rry 
little Fido from church laft Friday, for 
fear he fhould dirty his new pink fatcin 
ribbon. I have a very good opinion of 
my friend's underftanding, and I ho'pQ 
it was only a neighbourly aftion. 

Since Mrs* lAkle's marriage, Mrs. 
Medium has laid ftrong fiege to ' Mr* 
A fop, and fhe manages the battery of 
her daughter Dolly's merits io admirably, 
that I think his heart muft furreqder at 

... difcrefion. 
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difcretion* Hb houfekeeper^ Mrs» Betty, 
is of a difierenc c^inion. 

I fhall conclude with a (bng lately com-* 
pofed by Mrs. Pelham ; who ftiU occa- 
fiooally facrifices to die Mules. My 
correfjpondent Mfs.Tenelopei has luckily 
favoured me with a copy, juff in time 
for publication : 

Go daoghtcn of Falhion for pleafore fepiac* 
The joys ye porfue are not equal to mine ; 
The hamoon of thonfands for jonn mnft Bgfee, 
Mine ocntic in Henij, and Ueniy's in me. 

The rofe thrice hathhloom'd on the chapletof Maj, 
Since I bow'd at the altar, and Tow'd to obey ; 
Talk not of reftriAions, the bond I appro? e» 
'Tis fan^ion'd by reafon^ rdiftiony and love. 

Gay carroU the lark as we rife in the mom. 
And at evening the blackbird chaantsfvirect on the 

thorn, 
tie join in the eencert, why (houtd we lefrain ? 
Our beam are u giatefoU as lively oar (train. 

We Ba& in the fnnfhine which fommcr fopplies. 
And count, fertile anturan ! thy exquifite dies; 
No terror in ice- mantled winter weiee, 
A book and a fong ftill can conquer ennui. 

Domeftick 
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Domcftick, yet cheerful, delighted to blend> 
By prudent attentions the lover and friend « 
In wedlock's full cup we fome bitters expefl. 
And allow for the frailties we try to correal. 

Though (hunning the many, wild Comus's crew j 
For focial enjoyment we chufe but a few : 
Thofc few round our table (hall frequently meet. 
Sincere be the welcome^ and iimple the treat* 

Our boy on roy bofom I cherifh with pride. 
He calls to thofe duties we gladly divide ; 
May he live when our limit of being is done. 
And our names and our virtues furvive in our fotu 



THE END. 
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